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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK JOSEPH
MULLER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing near Cardiff,in the county of Jefferson and
State of Alabama, have invented a new and
Improved Balance-Sheet Blotter, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion. | |

- The purpose of the invention is to provide

a balance-sheet blotter which is adapted to be |

used in making a transfer of figures posted
to a ledger, the object being to obtain a per-
petual balance and to locate errors in posting
without loss of time by checking, or a sheet
which is in convenient form to be filed away
for future reference. |

A further purpose of the invention is to so
construct the balance-sheet blotter that it will
comprise a border which may be written or

sorbent material. |

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of theseveral parts,
as willbe hereinafter fully set forth,and point-
ed out in the claims. |

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
In which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a plan view of the improved bal-
ance-sheet blotter in the form to be used on
a central-ruled ledger. Fig. 21is a transverse
section through the balance -sheet blotter
shown in Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a plan view of

the balance-sheet blotter, in which the con-

struction differs slightly from that shown in
Kig. 1, being the form to be used on old-style
ledgers, or those having the credit-column at
the extreme right-hand margin of the page.
A border A is employed in the construction
of the balance-sheet blotter, and the space

- within the border is covered by a translueid
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absorbent material, such as tissue- paper.
The border A is made of a stronger material
than the sheet or body B of translucid mate-
rial, and the sheet or body B is cemented or
otherwise attached to the back face of the
border. Furthermore, the border A is made
of such material that it can be readily writ-
ten upon with ink or with a pencil, the mate-
rial usually employed being light cardboard.

This border A must in all eases be of exactly |

figured upon and a body member Ofa.n ab-

[ the same width as the led ger-page on which

1t is to be used. . |

In Fig. 3 the space within the border A is 55
divided by a longitudinal partition 11, and
therefore in this form of the device two di-
vided panels of transluecid absorbent material
are obtained, having no border at the right,

‘but the longitudinal partition 11 taking its 6o

place, adapting this form to old-style ledgers.

In the operation of the device a good copy-
ing-ink should be used in posting, and the
device is employed instead of the usual blot-
ting-paper. As each item is posted in the 65
ledger the device is placed upon the page,care
being taken that the side edges of the device
exactly register with the side edges of the

ledger-page, and then by pressing the tissue

body over the figures and writing, which can "0
be readily seen through the translucid mate- |
rial, an exact copy, either debit or credit, will
be produced upon the tissue body of the de-
vice. | - -

In Fig. 1 I have illustrated, for instance, 7z
one day’s posting from the debit side of the -
cash-boolk, folio 1; hence the notation on the
top border of the sheet, ‘“ Cash-book 1, Dr.”
This particular page on the cash-book con- |
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tains the following items:
6.80
6.85
8.75
15.
7.15 85
3.70
4..30
23.
0.20
17.65 0
98.95
98.95
98.95 95
These being on the debit side of the cash-
book, each item must necessarily appear on
the credit side of its respective ledger-ac-
count and the total must appear as a debit 100

on the ledger *‘cash” account. Fig. 1 shows
how these items were posted. Theaddition of
debit and credit columns, respectively, shows
a total of $104.20 for the former and $93.70 for
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the latter; but the cabh book shows that both

columns foot upthesame—viz.,$98.95. There-

fore the posting must be wrong. By compar-
ing the footings on the blottm with those on

the cash- book wo find that the debit-footings -

on the blotter exceed $98.95 by $5.25 and that
the credit-footings on the blotter are only

$93.70, or $5.25 short of the cash-book foot-

mﬂ‘smthu%
| Dr. Cr.
~ Blotter footings (see Fig. 1, _
- bottom border).......... $104.20 $93.70
Cash-book foatmﬂs ........ 98.95  98.95
Diﬁerence. ceicean s 4 $5.25 — $5.25
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Careful examination of the blotter, Fig. 1,
will show that there are twodebit items—viz.,

$5.25 and $98.95-=posted, whereas the cash-

book shows only one, $98.95, while the credit
side of the blotter shows nine items instead of
ten on the cash-book, $5.25 being omitted.
Thisshowsthe error $5.25 was posted'as a debit
when it should have been posted as a credit.
Therefore the notation ¢“Cr.” is made on the
left-hand border opposite $5.25 to show that
this should be a credit, and the further nota-
tions —$5.25 and -$5.25 are made on the left
and right borders, respectively, showing that
the deblts must be decreased by $5.25 and the
credits increased by the same amount—thus:

= $5,25 1 $5.25

0.00  0.00
Now both'sides being balanced of course the

k
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OIror 18 located and the neeessary coueetlons
¢an be made on the ledger—that is, the $5.25
debit can be erased and a credit of $5.25 sub-

stituted for 1t~—and we have positive proof
that the books are in balance for that day and
¢« checking” is unnecessary. In a similar
manner any error c¢an be located practically
as soon as it is made, no matter of what na-
ture it may be. The sheet may now be filed
away for future reference.

Having thus described my 1nvent10n, I
claim as new and desrre to secure by Letters
Patent=

1. A balance- sheet blotter, comprising a
translucid absorbent membe1 and a border
member thersfor, said border member being
of a material which may be written upon.

2. A balance-sheet blotter, comprising a
translucid absorbent_member and a border
member secured to the translucid member,
said border member being of greater strength
than the absorbent member and of a material
which may be written upon.

3. Abalance-sheetblotter,comprising abor-
der of the same width as the ledger-page on
which it is to be used and of a m dterlal which
may be written upon, and an absorbent body
secured to one face of the border and covering

the space within the border, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FREDERICK JOSEPII MULLER

Witnesses:

J. W. GOODMAN,
J. C. ANDERSON.
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