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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM A H. CROWLEY OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

BUCKLE
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM A. H. CROW-
LEY, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Boston, in the county of Suﬂ"olk and
State of Massaehusetts, have invented an Im-
provement in Buckles, of which the following
description,in connection with the accompa-

‘nyingdrawings, isa specification, like figures
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on the drawings representing like part%

My invention relates to buckles such as are

used on ladies’ belts; and it has for its object
to provide a buckle of this class which in ad-
dition to performing its usual funection wilk
operate to hold the front portion of the waist-

band of the skirt at any desired height, where- |
by a long-waisted effect may be pmduced

With thls object in view the invention com-
prises a skirt-holding device which may be
attached to any ordina,ry'* belt-buckle, said
device having a body portion provided at one

end with a hook adapted to be hooked over.

the waistbands of both the dress-skirt and
underskirt of the wearer, with the body or
shank of the hook inside of the underskirt-

‘waistband, and at the other end of said body
portion 18 secured a flexible attaching-strap

which is adapted to be adjustably secured to

any undergarment, such asthe corset or other |

similar waist, the said hooked body thus op-
erating to hold the waistband at a,ny deswed
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My dewcé when used in connecuon with a
belt-buckle has the nose or point of the hook
thereof fastened in some suitable way to the

back side of the buckle, so that when the

buckle is in place no portion of the skirt-
holder is exposed to view.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of

- & buckle having my devwe attached thereto.
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Fig. 2 is a side view thereof. Fig. 3is a per-
spectwe view showing a slwhtly modified
form of construction and showing in dotted
lines the poswmn of the device When worn,
Fig. 4is a view of the device when used with-
out the buckle, and Fig. 5 is a view showing
the slot in the nose of the hook. |
Thetwo buckle-sections 3and 4, having the

usual loops 5 to secure the same to the ends
of the belt, are or may be of any approved

construetion, the portion or section 8 having
the usual hooked half-clasp 6, which is adapt-

~ ed to engage the loop half-clasp 7 on the sec-

o tion 4.
the section havin g theloop half-clasp 7, has at-

!

One of the belt?-sections, .préfer'a,bly

tached thereto in some suitable way a skirt-
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holding device comprising a body 8, having

at its lower end a flexible attaching- str ap 10
of some suitable material, such as leather or

fabrie, and at its upper end a hook 9, the

point or nose of which is fastened to the
buckle-section 4 in some suitable way. |
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The attaching-strap may be provided Wlth o

a series of apertures or holes 11, which are of

a s1ze to fit over the fastening- studs 30on the .
as seen in I‘]O‘ 3, or the said

attaehm@-strap may be prowded with ordi-

corset-steels,

nary buttonholes to be buttoned overordinary

buttons on the underwaist, acemdmw as to

tion with a corset or waist. The hook device
thus being attached to the buckle at one end

‘whether the device is to be used in connec- . '

7©

and to the corset at the other end and engag-

ing the waistbands 31 of both the dress- sklrt
and underskirt opera,tes to hold the said
waistbands and skirt in proper position, and
by adjusting the point of attachment between
the waist and attaching-strap the front por-
tion of the waistband of the skirt may be
drawn down to produce a long-waisted effect.
Various ways of eonneetmﬂ' the hook device
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to the buckle may be employed and in Kig.

1 I have shown the said hook device as bemﬂ'
madeintegral with the section 4 of the buekle

the loop 7 for the clasp 6 being £ ormed in the -.

nose of the hook.
In Fig. 8 I have illastrated auother form of

my devwe wherein the hook device is detach-
- For this purpose |
' the nose or point 12 thereof has suspended

ably secured to the buckle.

therefrom a loop 13, of wire or other suitable
material, which is adapted to receive the loop

| or half-clasp 7 on the portion 4 of the belt-
When the

buckle, as plainly seen in Fig. 3.
device is in use, the loop 7 is slipped through

| the wire loop 13 and the half-clasp 6 pabsed
through the said loop 7, thus securely but

detachably holdmn' the hooked dewce to the
buckle.

In some instances 113 may be deswable 10' |
use the skirt-holding device without a buckle
attached thereto, in Whlch case the form of
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device shown in Fig. 3 will be of advantage. '
In this case the hook device is hooked over
the waistband of the skirt and secured to the
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corsel ot other waist, as above described, and |

one end 40 of the ribbon or other belt will be
passed through the loop 13, (see Fig. 4,) the
other end of the ribbon being crossed over
5 the front of the loop and pinned in position,
thus hiding the loop 13 from view, as shown

1n dotted lines.
Whenthedeviceisused without the buckle,
1t 18 desirable to prevent the upper portion
10 and nose 12 of the hook, which appearsabove
and on the outside of the waistband of the
skirt, from being exposed, and I therefore
adjustably secure the loop 13 through the
nose 12 of the hook preferably by making the
15 sald nose with the angular slot 15, forming
at either end thereof seats 16, in which the
loop 13 rests, the slot being so shaped as to
form an angular horn 17, which when the
loop is in the upper seat 16 will prevent the
2o samefrom beingdisengagedtherefrom. With
the loop in the upper seat 16 and with one

end of the ribbon or belt passed through the

said loop and the other end pinned over it the
skirt-holding device will be entirely hidden
25 from view. To stiffen the neck of the hook,
I may provide the same with a longitudinal
corrugation 19, running from the ends thereof

to the body portion 3.
Preferably the body portion or shank 8 of
30 the hook will be provided with oppositely-
extending wings 20, which operate, as herein-
after described, to hold the dress-waist 33
down. For this purpose that portion of the
dress-waist which is covered by the waistband
35 of the skirt will be provided with suitable
buttonholes 34 of a size to fit thée shank or
body portion 8 of the hook, and when in use
the said skirt-holding device will have its
hook passed over the waistband of the skirt,
40 as above described, and the shank 8 thereof
will be passed through the buttonholes in
the dress-waist or shirt-waist, the attaching-
strap 11 being secured to an nndergarment,

as above described. The wings 20, wider

45 than the buttonholes 34 in the dress-waist,
engage the sides of the same, as seen in Fig.

3, and the device therefore operates not only

to hold the front portion of the waistband of
the dress-skirt down to produce the long-
so waisted effect, but also securely holds the
lower portion of the dress-waist in position.
The position of the wings 20 on the body por-
tion 8 is such that the buttonholes in the
dress-waist are far enough below the top of
55 the skirt-waistband so that the said button-
holes will not show even when they are sub-
jected to considerable strain.
Various modifications may be made in the
structure of the device without altering the
6o scope of the invention, and 1t will be obvious
that myinvention may be applied toany form
of buckle or to a pin or other ornament which
is worn upon the belt, and although I have
illustrated in my drawings a two-part buckle,
65 yet I do not wish to be limited thereto.

'}

Having described my- invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. Abuecklecomprising two buckle-sections

adapted to be clasped together, one of said

sections having attached thereto a hook-

shaped member adapted to be hooked over

the waistband of a skirt, and a flexible attach-
ing-strap secured tosaid member and adapted
to be secured to an undergarment.

2. Abucklecomprising two buckle-sections
adapted to be clasped together, one of sald
sections having detachably secured thereto a
hook-shaped member adapted to be hooked

"over the waistband of a skirt, a flexible at-

taching-strap secured to said member and
adapted to be secured to an undergarment.
3. Abucklecomprisingtwo buckle-sections
adapted to be clasped together, one of said
sections having a hook-shaped member at-
tached thereto, and a flexible attaching-strap

secured to said member, and adapted to be se-

cured to an undergarment, said hook-shaped
member having oppositely-disposed wings ex-
tonded from its body portion, whereby when
said body portion is inserted through a but-
tonhole in the dress-waist of the wearer, the
attaching - strap operates to hold both the
waistband of the skirt and the dress-waist in
position.

4, A fastening device for skirts comprising
a body having a hook at one end adapted to
be hooked over the waistband of a skirt, and
a flexible attaching-strap secured to the other
end thereof, said attaching -strap having
means for adjustably securing the same to a
corset or undergarment, and said body hav-
ing wings projecting from the opposite sides
thereof, whereby when the said body is in-
serted through buttonholes in the dress-waist
of the wearer the attaching-strap operates to
hold both the waistband of the skirt and the
dress-waist in position.

5. Afastening deviceforskirts, comprising
a body having a hook at one end adapted to
be hooked over the waistband of a skirt, and
a flexible attaching-strap secured to the other
end, said attaching-strap having means to ad-
justably secure the same to a corset or under-
waist, and a loop member connected to the
hooked end of said device.

6. A buckle having a hook-shaped member

| attached thereto and adapted to be hooked

over the waistband of a skirt, and a flexible
attaching-strap secured to said member and
adapted to be secured to a corset or under-
waist. | _

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM A, II. CROWLEY.

Witnesses:
Louis C. SMITH,
JOHN (C. EDWARDS.
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