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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANZ C. REINHARDT, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Pat-
erson, in the county of Passaic and State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bust-Formers; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which 1t appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. | n

'This invention relates to wearing-apparel;
and it consists in an improved article of ap-
parel designed to be worn under the waist or
other similar body portion of a woman’s outer
garment to impart the desired fallness and
shape to the bust.

If a corset is not made to order, it often fits -

badly at the front upper portion, partly be-

cause there is more material here (and par--

ticularly along the edge) than the form of the
wearer requires and partly because the up-
per ends of the ribs are not properly shaped,
the consequence being that the correspond-
ing portion of the outer garment has the ap-
pearance of being extended over a sharp hori-
zontal ridge instead of being rounded. It is
particularly with the idea of overcoming this
defect that the article of apparel constituting
my invention has been designed, and hence
it 18 proposed especially that the article be
worn over the usual corset, stiffened by ver-
tical ribs. Iowever, the article may be worn
when the ordinary corset is not used, as with

-a more or less unstiffened corset, and simply

with the idea of imparting to the bust the
proper shape should the natural form of the
wearer lack this. | | i
'T'he invention is fully illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—
Higure 1 shows the garment in position over

y & corset. . Kig. 2 i3 an inside view of the gar-

ment, the same being relaxed. Fig. 3 is an

inside view of said garment, slightly enlarged:

and removed from the wearer, as in Fig. 2,
but extended to the wearing shape. Fig. 4
1s & detail view of the inside of the garment;

- lin, sateen, or other similar material.

[ matic nature illustrating various contours

which the garment may have.
The body of the garment may be of mus-
It con-

' sists of a wide substantially rectangular band

the same. _
‘be inserted ribs 5 of whalebone or steel. The
~adjoining ends of the pockets /1 2 are some-

St Bl S

a, from each end of which extend straps b c.
The straps b are adapted to extend around
the back of the wearer, to be there joined by
an adjustable band d, of preferably elastic
webbing, which is secured by a ring ¢ to one
of sald straps at one of its ends and may be
buttoned or otherwise connected at its other
end to the other strap. The straps ¢ are in-
tended to extend over the wearer’s shoul-
ders, their ends being connected each to the
correspouding strap b by another adjustable

band of elastic webbing f, which is prefer-

ably sewed to the strap b and joined to the

strap ¢ by a ring g¢.

In the back of the band ¢ I provide pairs
of elongated vertically-disposed pockets 2 7,
each pocket< being considerably shorter than
the corresponding pocket i and alined with
In these pockets are adapted to

what spaced, as at k, and since the pockets
are quite short the ribs may be removed with
convenience when necessary, as when it is
desired to wash the garment. It should be
remarked that the middle portion of the band
@ 18 made with considerable fullness. Fur-
thermore, the pairs of pockets 2 72, and con-
sequently also, of course, the ribs 4, are not
parallel on the band, but are spaced more at
their middle portions than at their ends.
Thus normally, or as seen in Fig. 2, where

‘the ribs are all straight, the fullness is dis-

tributed among the intervals between the sev-
eral ribs. Therefore when a strain is ex-
erted longitudinally on the garment, as when
1t 18 strapped securely in proper position
about the body of the wearer and the straps ¢
are pulling in opposite directions on the band
¢, the effect will be to bulge the ribs out-
wardly, imparting the desired roundness to
the garment. This effect is of course duein
part also to the fact that the ribs naturally
tend to give way—. e., by bending more read-
1ly in the direction of their thickness thanin

and Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are views of a diagram- { the direction of their width. The fullness
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which may-be in. this Wa,y 1mpa1ted to the |
Hspecially -

bust may:in many.cases suffice.-
1s this so where the garment is used simply to

hide the unsightly r1dn'e produced by the top

of the corset in the wmst or similar outer
garment of the wearer. However, in case.it
1S desired to maintain the bend in the ridge
irrespectively of the longitudinal strain ex-

erted by the straps b or £0 increa.e the con-

vexity of the bust I provide straps /. Said
straps are. disposed vertically and are pref-

erably four in number, one pair being dis-

posed on one side and the other pair on the

other side of the center vertical line of the

garment, being secured near their ends to
the upper-aud lower edges of the band «.

They are also secured to the band a short dis-

tance from their ends, their lengths being to
this extent thus practically shortened Each

band consists of two parts m and n, which

~ are adjustably connected together in a well-

- 30

ment worn.

known -manner by slides 0. By means of

these slides the bands may. be readily adjust-
ed to impart and maintain any - desired-de- |

gree of  convexity to the ribs, and conse—'
“|-portion,.in combination with. straps a,dapted

10 secure said article in place over thebosom: -

queut]y to the garment.

In order thab if desired, the garment may
be prevented from Woﬂnno‘ upwmdly I pro-
vide a strap p, which is suspended from the-
middle lower portlon of the garment and has:
at its free end a ring g, which. may be caught:

over a button attached ‘to some other 2ar-
Moreover,it beingobserved thdt
the straps 0 tend to produce a eonvexity

which 1s not as natural as it might be, be- |
cause -1t 1s continuous and perfeetly un-
broken, the strap p also serves to break
such contmuous convexity centrally thereot

by straightening out the innermost ribs ;.
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Said strap p thus coacts with the straps b to
more perfectly 1tnpart the natural shape to

the bust-former.
- The straps c act-to obviate too great con-

vexity in the end ribs and their tendency to
press inwardly againstthe chest of the wearer:
by stta,whtenmrr out their upper portions.

[~
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Having thus fully described:my.invention,
what I ¢claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

‘1. An article of apparel consisting of a sub- 5o
stantmlly rectangular band of fabric or other
similar material .ha,ving..f ullness in its center
portion, in combination with straps extend-
ing substantially from the middle of the end _
portions of said band and adapted to secure 55
said article in place over the bosom of the |
wearer, exerting lateral strains thereon in
opposite directions, ribs secured to said band

substantially transversely of the direction of

strain of said straps and with their end por- 60
tions nearer to each other than their inter-
mediate portions, and otherstraps extending
one from each upper-cornerof said band and- .

adapted to be connected to said- first-named -
straps and-anotherfrom the middlelowerpor--65

tion of said band and adapted to be secured -
to some-other garment worn by the wearer, .

substantially as described;

2. Anarticle of apparel consisting of asub--
stantially rectangular band of fabric-or other 70
similar material having fullness in its center -

of the wearer and exert lateral strains-there-
on 1in opposite directions, pairs of spaced 75
alined poeketb arranged on the inside of said . =
band, said pairs of pockets being arranged -
bubsta,ntla,lly transversely of the duectwn of .-
strain of said straps and-with their-end por-

tions nearer to each other than:their inter- 8o

mediate portions, and ribs, each-rib-being.
received by a pair of pockets and prdj-ecting:-w
at one end into one pocket and- at the other

end into the other pocket, substa,ntlally as-

85-
- In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set— my hand- this 3d day-of
October, 1900."
_ FRANZ C. REINHARDT
~Witnesses:
JOHN W. STEWARD,
ROBERT J. PoLLITT. "

described. -
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