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To all whom it may concern

Be it known that I, PETER MARTENS a citi-
zen of the Empire of Ger many,residingin New
York, borough of Bronx, in the State of New
York have invented celtam new and useful
Implovements in Processes of Making Orna-
mented Leather, of which the followmﬂ* s &
specification.

This invention relates to an improved proc-

ess of making ornamented leather, said proc-

ess naving somevahﬂ,t the same 1elat10n to
leather as pwon‘laphm decoration to wood,
so that a new and very attractive method of
decorating leather for makingleather goods—
such as . pocket books, satchels, portfollos
book -covers, trunks, furniture, wall- lmnfr-
ings, and the lll{e-—-ls obtained.

The invention consists of the process of or-

namenting leather, which comprises the steps

of fF&DSfEII’lHC" the design to the surface of
the leather to be ornamenbed softening the
surface of the leather by an a queous Solutmu

of a suitable acid, treating the surface with

a suitable grounding Solutian ,and then treat-
ing those pOltIOB%‘ ot the smfa,ce forming the
deswu with a suitable bleaching agent.

In the accompanying drawmws Fl“‘UlG 118
a front view of a piece of lea,ther omamented
according to myinvention, and Fig. 2 is a ver-
SAIMe

Similar letters of reference mdmate corre-
sponding parts.

In carrying out my 1mpr0ved process the
design desired to be produced on the surface
of the leather is transferred thereto by means
of tmemg-papm or any other suitable means.

" The leather is then saturated upon its sur-
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face by means of a sponge with an aqueous
solution of sulfurous acld, preferably one
ounce of suifurous acid to ten ounces of dis-
tilled water or other suitable softening agent.
It is then permitted to dry. To the Slllf&@@
is then applied by a sponge a solution of fer-
rie sulfate, made by dissolving three ounces
of the same in twelve ounces of cold water.
When the surface is well saturated with this
solution,itassumesa black color. Theleather
being allowed to dry, this color becomes a
dark-bluish gray. By varying the strength
of the solution different shades may be pro-

|

‘within the design.

h .

Thls Step in the process is termed ¢ ﬂ'lound

ing,” as it imparts to the surface of the leather

the ground color as distinguished from the de-
sign. Groundsofany desired tints or shades
may be produced by adding to the ferric-sul-
fate solution anilin eolounw matters in any
sultable quantity to produce the particular
color of ground desired. Thesurface having
been thus grounded, the nextstepisto blea,cn
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out those parts Q. of the surface embraced -

T'his 1s acecomplished by
treating those portions of the design with a
suitable bleaching agent, such as a solution

of one ounce of omhc ’tCld in six ounces of
ine

water. This 1s applied by means of a
brush, care being taken to apply it only to
the parts that are to be discolored and not to
the remaining parts b of the surface. When
ferric-sulfate solution,without additional col-
oring-matter, is used for grounding, the effect,
of this oxalic-acid solution is to restore those
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partstowhich itis applied tothe original color .

of theleatherand totallyneutr &llaethe oround
color. If, however,anilin hasbeen used in the
groundmﬂ* solution, the color of the same will

not be totally neutralized, but will be modified
only, according tothe strength of the ground-

ing and bleaching solutions. To the bleach-
ing solution may e added an anilin or other
001011nn'-1nattel , and thereby the color of the
design modlﬁed The bleaching completed,

the deswu or portions of the same may be fur-
ther 00101@(1 by applying with a brush anilin
or other suitable coloring-matter or dyestuffs.
The design is then emphamzed and caused
to stand out against the ground by outlining
the same by 1:00111:19;, thereb} elther raising or
depressing the surface of the leather at the
edge of the design, as at d. The leather may
then be still further ornamented by tooling

‘the portions forming the ground and desmn

in stipple, as at ¢, or other highly-decor a‘rwe
manner.
Having thus described m} invention, I
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claim as new and desire to secure by Lettelfs |

Patent—

1. The process herein described of orna-

menting leather, which consists in transfer-
ring the design to the surface of the leather
to be omameuted softening the surface of
the leather by an aqueous &01111;1011 of a suit-

dueed from vely dark to very light gray. | able acid, treating the surface mth‘zsmtable
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n'mundmﬂ* solution, and then tr eating those | the surface forming the design with a suitable

portwns of the surfaee forming the deswn

with a suitable bleaching agent, substantlally |

as set forth.

2. The process herein described of orna-
menting leather, which consists in transfer-
ring the design to the surface of the leather
to be ornamented, softening the surface of the
leather by an aqueous solutlon of a suitable
acld, treating the surface with a suitable
ﬂ'mundmm‘ solutwn treating those portions of
the su rfaee formmﬂ' the deswn with a suitable
bleaching agent, and then outlmmg the de-
sign aﬂ‘amst the o*round by suitable toolwork,
substantlally as set forth.-

3. The process herein described of orna-
menting leather, which consists in transfer-
‘ring the design to the surface of the leather
to be ornamented softening thesurface of the
leather by an aqueous solutlon of a suitable
acld, treating the surface with a suitable
groundin_g solution, freating those portions of

b

bleaching agent, eolormn' the design, and then
outlining the Same against the ground by suit-
able toolwork, substantially as set forth.

4. The process herein described of orna-
menting leather, which consists in transfer-
ring the design to the surface of the leather
to be orn amented softening the surface of the
leather by an aqueous solut1011 of a suitable
acid, treating the surface with a solution of
ferric sulfate and then treating those portions
of the suﬁace forming the deswn with an
aqueous solution of oxalic acid, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subsembmw witnesses.

PETER MARTENS,

Witnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
JOSEPH H. NILES.
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