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WALTER 8. TIMMIS, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-IIALF
- TO JAMES T. RUSSELL, OF SAME PLACE.

OPENER FOR ENVELOPS OR WRAPPERS.

| SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 682,29 6, dated September 10, 1901.
Application filed March 16,1900, Serial No. 8,948, (No model,)

Yo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER 8. T1MMIS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of thecity of New York, borough of Brook-
lyn, county of Kings, State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Openers for Envelops or Wrappers,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to openers for envel-
ops and is also applicable to wrappers for

packages of various descriptions. - |

The object of the invention is to provid

~ an opening device that shall be so combined

IS

20

25

with the envelop or wrapper as to become an
integral part of the envelop or wrapper and
that will not be unsightly or in any wise re-
quire a departure from the conventional

forms or shapes of the envelopsin which the.
opener may be embodied and which will add

only a slight additional cost in the manufae-

ture of the envelops or wrappers. |
Heretofore various means have been em-

ployed asopeners for envelops, some of which

by reason of their complications add mate-

rially to the cost of manufacture. Others
are objectionable because of the time re-
quired in adjusting or applying them when

- sealing the envelop, while in that form of
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opener in which a wire is made use of the ob-

Jection exists, especially in large establish-

ments where much mail-matter is received,
that the wires when removed from the envel-
ops and thrown upon the floor become a
source of annoyance in many ways, as they
are liable to cling to other objeets, such as
ladies’ skirts, for example. Whereanopener
18 made use of consisting of a cord having a
round cross-section, it has been found. diffi-
cult to securely attach the opener to the sur-

face of the envelop and to maintain it in po-
~sition when attached.

tages I overcome by my present invention,

"The above disadvan-

which is hereinafter particularly desecribed
and which adds an inappreciable cost in the
manufacture of the envelop and has been
found in practice to be thoroughly efficient

for the purpose designed. |
The invention is illustrated in the accom-

panying drawings, which form a part of this

‘specification, and wherein—

Figure 1 is an inside plan view of a blank

7

sition against the front portion.

of an oblong-shaped envelop, showing the

first step in the manufacture. Fig. 2 is a
similar view showing the narrow side flaps

turned over onto the body of the envelop. 55

Fig. 3 shows a view similar to Fig. 1, but hav-
ing a strengthening-strip applied to one of
the narrow side flaps with the opposite strip
detached from the flap. Fig. 4isa plan view
of the completed envelop. Fig. 5 is a longi-
tudinal cross -section of the envelop com-
pleted with the construction shown in Fig. 2.
Fig. 6 is a similar view of the envelop coms-
pleted with the construction shown in Fig. 8.
Fig. 7 1s an inside plan view of an envelop-
blank further illustrating my invention.
KFig. 8 is a plan of the blank shown in Fig. 7,
having the back portion brought up into po-
Kig. 91s a
back view of the completed envelop shown in
Fig. 8. Fig. 10 is a cross-section on the line
x x of Kig. 9. |

-1t will be observed that my invention as
appiied to that style of envelop having nar-
row side flaps and designed more especially,
though not solely, for social and not business
uses, consists, first, in forming the opener
In the manufacture of the envelop without
any-addition to the material comprising the
envelop, and, secondly, in the addition of a
strengvhening or stiffening medium secured
between the folded and pasted turned-over
narrow side flaps,the side flaps being pasted
onto the body of the envelop and to each

60

70

75

30

other and to the intermediate strengthening- 8 g

strip also when that is employed. |
Referring to Figs. 1 to 6 of the drawings,
in which the same numerals of reference des-
ignate the same parts in the several views, 11
indicates the front of the envelop, 11* the
back, and the narrow side flaps are indicated
by 12.
side-flaps 12 of the blank of the shape shown
in Fig. 1 are supplied by the machine, which

Q0

The sealing-flap is shown at 13. The

folds and completes the envelops with paste g5

14, such side flaps being slitted at 12* at the
point of division between the front and the
back of the envelop. The flaps 12 are then
turned over onto the body of the envelop and
securely pasted thereto, as seen in Fig. 2.
Paste 12° is then applied to the exposed sur-

| faces of the flaps and the back 11* folded

100
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over onto the front 11 and the pasted folded-
over flaps on the two portions of the envelop
are firmly secured together to complete the
envelop, which will appear as seen in Fig. 4,

the dotted lines in this figure indicating the

thickened edges of the envelop, the distance
between such dotted lines at the ends of the
envelop being the width of the containing-

space of the envelop, as will be clear from
the cross-section, Fig. 5. In opening this en-
velop one of the sides 12¢is torn off on the
line of the infolded side flaps, as indicated in
Fig. 4, and this may be done without any lia-
bility of injury to the contents of the in-
closure, which, as will be obvious, cannot ex-
tend beyond the line of the firmly-gummed
side flaps. This mode of supplying the en-
velop with an efficient opening means does
not detract at all from the finish of the en-

velop and obviously adds strength and se-
curity to the same.

In some cases it wmay be desirable to in-

~crease the rigidity and thickness of the open-

Ing means, and I provide for this by insert--

ing between the folded-over and pasted side

- flaps, Fig. 1, a strip 15 of suitable material.

.30
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Any strong woven fabric or fibrous material,
such as strong paper, may be used for this
purpose. As seen in Fig. 3, the pasted side
flap, which need not be slitted at the line of
fold, is provided with the strengthening-strip
15, which is of the same width as the flap

and half the length of the depth of the en-

velop-blank, (one of these strips being de-
tached at I'ig. 3 for clearness of illustration.)

- When the strip 15is firmly gummed in place,

1ts outer side is gummed or pasted and the

~side flaps are folded over onto the body of
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the envelop, as seen in Fig. 2, and gummed
thereto. The body portions of the envelop

~ are then folded over upon each other and the

edges securely gummed together to complete
the envelop, which will appear as seen in
Fig. 4, Fig. 6 being a cross-section of the

envelop having the strengthening-strip 15 in-

corporated with and forming a part of the
opening means. The opening means having
as a part thereof the strip 15 operates in no
wise different from the construction first de-
seribed. It adds, however, an additional
strength to the envelop and will be desirable
for the larger-sized envelops made use of, for
example, by express companies forinclosures
of considerable weight.

Instead of applying the described opening
means to both ends of the envelop it may be
applied only at one end and the advantages
of the invention still be retained. When ap-
plied only to one end, the opposite end would
be closed by gumming the side flaps (of the
construction shown in FKigs. 1 to 3) to each
other and to the back of the envelop or gum-
ming them to each other and to the front of
the envelop, as may be desired.

In Iigs. 7 to 10 I show a modification of

the mode of closing the ends of the envelop |

having the narrow side flaps 12 to form the

|

1'

~of the back fiap 112,

682,296

opening means. In this instance the side
flaps 12 of the back flap 11* are first folded
over and gummed to flap 11*, and the said
flaps 12 are then gumimed on their exposed
surface. The back flap 11* is then folded

onto the front flap 11, asshown in Tfig. 8, and

secured thereto by the gummed side flaps 12
Gum 14 is then applied
to the side flaps 12 of the front 11, and such
flaps ave folded over onto the flaps 12 of the

‘back 11*, and thus thoe side flaps of the two

portions of the envelop are combined together
in a firm and substantial manner. 1The com-
plete envelop, with its side flaps cemented to-
oether, as just deseribed, is shown in Fig. 9,
and its reinforced .and thickened end may
be torn off without liability of injury to the
inclosare of the envelop. |
While I have shown in the accompanying
drawings my invention applied only to *‘ en-
velops” as that term is commonly employed,
it is obvious that the invention may be ap-
plied to wrappers for packages, which wrap-
persare secured around the inclosure by past-

ing the free end of the wrapper to seal the

package.

By my invention it will be seen that no part
of the opening means is exposed on the out-
side of the envelop or inclosed package to be-
come accidently entangled with other pack-
ages or to be interfered with by those who
may be curious to investigate its mode of op-
eration. An envelop or package embodying
my invention is as secure against accidental

opening as an envelop or package not having

this particular opening means, and yet may
be readily opened quickly and safely with re-
vard to the inclosed matfer without the em-
ployment of any implement whatever.

In all the forms illustrated the opsener 1s
entirely beyond or outside of the containing-
space of the envelop. In other words, the
containing-space terminates at theinner edge
of the pasted strip or section. This 1s 1m-
portant, as it entirely prevents the tearing
of papers in the act of tearing off the open-
ingdevice. Inallthemodifications the fronts
and backs of the envelops are pasted together
for the width of the stiffened edge, though
having one or moreintervening gummed flaps
or strengthening-strips, or both.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18— '

1. An envelop having side flaps at one end
folded over onto the body of the envelop with
the entire surface of said flaps securely
gummed to the body throughout the depth ot
the front and back portions of the envelop,
and also havingsaid side flapsfirmly gummed
together when the back portion of the en-
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velop 1s folded into position onto the front

portion to complete the envelop, as and for
the purpose set forth.

2. An envelop having side fAaps slit ati the
point of division between the front and back

130

portions and folded over onto the body of the
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envelop with the entire surface of said side
flaps securely gummed to the body through-
out the depth of the front and back portions
of the envelop, said side flaps being firmly
gummed together when the back portion of
the envelop is folded into position onto the
front portion to complete the envelop, said
folded gummed flaps extending wholly be-
yond the containing-space of the envelop.

3. Anenvelop having side flaps folded over
onto the body of the envelop with the entire

- surface of said flaps securely gummed to the

I5

20

body throughout the depth of the front and

back portions of the envelop, said side flaps

being firmly gummed together with a strip of
woven fabricor fibrous material between them
when the back portion of the envelop is folded
into position to complete the envelop.

4. An envelop having side flaps slit at the
point of division between the front and back

- bortions, one of said side flaps being folded
over onto the inside of the front portion of the
envelop and the other side flap being folded
over onto the back of the envelop; the back
and front portions of the envelop and the side
flaps being all gummed together to form a

solid tearing-strip, such strip being wholly
beyond the containing-space of the envelop,
substantially as herein set forth. -

9. An envelop having side flaps slit at the
point of division between the front and back
portions, one of said side flaps being folded
over onto the inside of the front portion of the
envelop and the other side flap being folded

over onto the back of the envelop, said en-

velop having a strip of woven fabricor fibrous
material of the same width as the said side

3

20

35

flaps inserted at the end of the envelop; the

front and back portions of the envelop and
the side flaps and the said strip being all
gummed together to form asolid tearing-strip,
such strip being wholiy beyond the contain-

ing-space of the envelop, substantially as

herein set forth. | | |
Signed at New York, borough of Manhat-

tan, State of New York, this 14th day of
March, 1900.

WALTER S. TIMMIS.

Witnesses:
J. B. M. BOWEN,
M. C. PINCKNEY.
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