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To all ivhom it may concerm:

Beit known that I, JAMES T. BURDICK, J .

a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Friendship, Allegany county, State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Wagon-Bodies; and my pre-
ferred manner of carrying out the invention
is set forth in the following full, clear, and
exact description, terminating with claims
particularly specifying the novelty.

This invention relates,to carriages and
wagons, and more especially to the bodies
thereof; and the object of the same is to pro-
duce an improved form of connection be-
tween the sill whieh is supported by the
springsd and bodies of different sizes, whereby
they can be quickly mounted on the sill either
interchangeably or simultaneously.

Tothisendtheinvention consistsinthe con-

5 struction hereinatter described and claimed,

and as illustrated in the drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
running-gear in outline and the sill with the
larger body attached and slightly removed
from the running-gear and inverted. Fig. IL
is a bottom plan view of the sill with the
smaller body shown in dotted lines, illus-
trating the manner of connecting the latches
and catches. Fig. III is a rear elevation of
the smaller body with its single seat. Kig.
IV is a cross-section through the sill with
both bodies attached thereto. Ifig. V isa per-
spective view showing the means for attach-
ing the seat to the body.

In the drawings,d designates the running-
gear, having side rails 2, supporting springs
3, and 4 is the frame of the sill, whose side
bars are connected by cross-bars 5, intended
to be bolted, as at 6, to the springs 3. Said
sill-frame is provided in each side bar with
two longitudinal parallel slots 7 and in its
rearmost c¢ross-bar with the single transverse
slot 8. The sill is preferably of wood suit-
ably braced, and the front cross-bar 9 may
be omitted. It may be wise to state at this

point that while I have shown and ordinarily

intend this sill to be supported upon the run-
ning-gear of a buggy or wagon it i8 obviously
adapted to be mounted upon the runners of
a sleigh, or it might be supported on the legs
of a settee or be suspended from the arms of
a swing. In fact, wherever I speak herein

 of a base as supporting this sill I desire to

be understood as including any suitable
mechanism which would propelly support 1it,
although the type of base herein 11111stmte(;
is the running-gear 1 of a buggy.

10 designates the frame of the smaller body,
and 11 a seat mounted thereon. T'his frame
and its seat are made as light as possible,
thus adapting the device for speeding horses.
From the side bars of the body depend two
catches 12, having T-heads 13 at their lower
ends, and these catches are intended to en-
gage the innermost of the slots 7. "I'his body
is here shown as having a single and similar
catch 120 depending from its rear cross-bar
and adapted to pass through the rear slot 3
in the sill. When this body is in place and
the catches passed through the slots, the two
side latches 14 and the single rear latch 15
(all of which are pivoted beneath the sill, as
illustrated) are turned so as to engage the
notches nnder the T-heads of the eatches
and thus hold the body in place upon the sill.

20 designates the frame of the larger body,
and 21 a double seat mounted thereon. The
side bars of this frame have inwardly-pro-
jecting flanges 29, which rest upon the outer
upper corners ot the sill, while the bodies of
the side bars of the body pass.downward out-
side of the side bars of the sill. |

22 represents catches secured to the inner

edgesof the flanges 29, projecting downwardly

and having T-heads 23 at their lower ends,
these catches following the construction of
those in the smaller body. By preference and
on account of the extra width of the larger
body, however, its side catches engage the
outermost of the slots 7 in the sill, and when
the parts are in place the two side latches 14
engage above the T-heads 23, as will be clear.
In view of the fact that the end bars of the
frame of the larger body fit outside the ends
of the sill I do not consider necessary a catch
at the rear of the body 20, although one
might be employed, as in the case of the
smaller body. Moreover, by a very slight

| change of construction the catches on both

the bodles could be made to engage a single
pair of slots 7 in the sill, one “at each side
thereof.

If the construction above described is fol-
lowed, Fig. IV illustrates how both bodies
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could be applied simultaneously to the sill, | of standards of suitable type and the body

thesmallerbody fitting within the framework
formed by the larger body. This shows the

advantage of having the side catches on one
body engage a different pair of slots 7 than
the side catches of the other body. Thisalso
shows the advantage of having the T-heads
at the lower ends of the various catches and
the latches 14 of some considerable length,
so as to engage the T-heads of both sets of
catches. | o

30 designates latches pivoted beneath the

‘side Dbars of the frame of the larger body,

and, 1f desired, these can be engaged with the
T-heads of the catches simultaneously with
the other latches, (numbered 14 and which
are pivoted beneath the sill.) One of these
supplemental latches 30 is shown of sufficient
length to engage the catches on both bodies,
while, the other is shown shorter, so as to en-
gage the cateh of the larger body only.
Kither construction is serviceable, and my
preference is for the longer latch. '
Referring now to Fig. V, the seat 11 may
be mounted upon the body 10 (or the seat 21
upon the body 20) in the following manner,

although I do not limit myself to these pre-

cise details in connection with the construe-
tion of attachment between the sill and the
bodies. -

40 18 the usual standard rising from the
body 10, and 41 is the seat-base, here made
in the shape of a frame mounted on the stand-
ards. The latter may be suitably supported
by the bodyand are by preference fixed when
the single seat is used, or they may be re-
movably mounted on the body, as is usual
in the case of double seats, where two are

usually provided and the vehicle is adapted
When both bodies are
mounted on the sill, as above set forth, the
one single seat on the smaller body will stand -
between the two double seats on the larger:
body, especially if these double seats are:
separated a little fartherfromeachotherthan
usual; but this forms no part of my present
The seat proper has a bottom42
and a back 43, although the latter may be

tocarry four persons.

invention.

omitted for racing-vehicles.
44 represents hookscarried by the seat-base

and projecting to the rear, so as Lo engage |

with the framework of the seat-bottom at 45
when said seat-bottom is moved forward.

46 1s a flange on the front of the seat-bot-
tom adapted to drop over the front of the
seat-base 41 when the bottom and base reg-
ister accurately, and 47 is a catch of any suit-
able character adapted to connect the front
edges of these two members at that time. As
this catch prevents the seat-bottom firom ris-
ing undesirably, the fiange cannot disengage
the base, and hence the bottom cannot move
to the rear, and as 1t cannot be moved to the
rear the hooks cannot disengage the rear
edge of the bottom. Hence the seat islocked
upon the seat-base. 'T'heseat being mounted

|

beingconnected with thesillsbytheimproved
catches above described, the entire vehicle

i1s ready for use. -

When 1t is desired to change from a light-
running single vehicle to a heavier vehicle
adapted for two to four persons, the latches
14 and 15 are turned outward on their piv-
ots and the entire body 10, with its seat, is
lifted out of place. The other body 20 is then
substituted and the side latches 14 turned
into position to engage the T-heads 23. If
the supplemental latches 30 are employed,
they are also turned into engagement with
the T-heads 23 to more firmly lock the large
body in place. The double seat or seats 21
are mounted on this body in the manner
above set forth and the vehicle is ready for
use. On extraordinary occasions when even
more than four people are to be accommo-
dated both the bodies are mounted on the
sills and the ftwo double seats are moved a
little farther apart than usual. 'The latches
hold the two bodies in position on the sill
just as easily as they would hold -either one
of them. | .

The parts are of the desired sizes, shapes,
materials, and proportions, and considerable
change 1n the details of construction may be
made without departing from the principles
of my invention.

What I claim as new is— -

1. The combination with a base, a sill sup-
ported thereby and having a pair of slots in
each side bar, and a latch pivoted beneath

the sill adjacent each pair-of slots; of two
| bodies comprising frames of different sizes

adapted torest upon thesill, a pair of catches
on the larger frame passing through the out-
ermost of the slots, and a pair of catches on

the smaller frame passing through the inner-

most of the slots. | |

2. The combination with a sill having a pair
of slots in each .of its side bars, and pivoted
latches adapted to be swung over the ends of
the slots; of a number of bodies adapted to
rest upon the sill and having variously-dis-
posed catches adapted to passthrough certain

1 of said slots, and T-shaped heads atthelower

ends of the catches adapted tobe engaged by
the latches when the latter are turned so as
to stand across the ends of the pairs of slots.

3. The combination with a rectangular sill
having uprightslots throughits body; of a rec-
tangular body fitting around. the sill, flanges
projecting inward from its side bars, catches
depending from theinner edges of said flanges
and adapted to pass through said slots, and
latehes pivoted to the sill for removably en-
gaging the lower ends of the catches.

4. I'he combination with a sill having up-
right slots therethrough; of two bodies each
having frames adapted to rest simultaneously
upon the sill, catches depending from the
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frames and adapted to pass through the slots, -

these catches having T-heads at their lower

upon the body through the instrumentality | ends, and latches pivoted to the lower face
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of the body and adapted to be turned into en-
gagement with said T-heads.

5. The combination with a sill having up-
right slots therethrough, of a body adapted
to rest on the sill, catches depending from the
body and adapted to pass through the slots,
these catches having T-heads at their lower
ends, latehes pivoted tothe lower face of the
body and adapted to be turned into engage-
ment with said T-heads, and other latches
pivoted to the lower face of the sill and adapt-
ed also to be turned into engagement with
sald T-heads.

. Thecombination with arectangular base
having two upright slots in each side bar and
one 1In its rear bar, and latches pivoted be-
neath the sill adjacent said slots; of a smaller
body adapted to rest upon the side bars of
the sill, three catches depending from this
body and adapted to pass through the inner-
most side slots and the rear slot, a larger body
surrounding the sill and having flanges pro-

Jecting inward over its side bars, catches de- |

T,
L

| pending from these flanges and passing
through the outermost side slots, all said
| catches having T-heads at their lower ends,
and other latches pivoted to the lower edges
of the side bars of the larger body, all the
| catches adapted to be turned into engage-
ment with the T-heads.

7. The combination with a base, a sill sup-
ported thereby, bodies of different sizes adapt-
ed to be mounted on the sill, and means for
detachably holding them in place; of stand-
ards rising from each body, and seats carried
by the standards in such position that the
| b_?iiies can be applied simultaneously to the

sill.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
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| scribed my signature this the 12th day of 40

April, A. D. 1901.
' JAMES T. BURDICK, JRr.

I Witnesses:
| W. C. KINGSBURY,
A. L. WIcKks.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

