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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

GEORGE W. MURRAY, OF SKIDMORE, MISSOURI.

GRAVE-VAULT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 682,109, dated September 3, 1901.
Application filed May 10,1901, Serial No. 59,656, (No model.) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. MURRAY,
a citizen of the United States, residing in Skid-
more, in the county of Nodaway and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Grave-Vaults, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part thereof.

My invention relates to improvements in
grave-vaults.

The object of my invention is to provide a
orave-vault that is extensible to suit the
length of the coffin to be placed therein.

It comprises certain novel features of con-
struction hereinafter fully described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrative
of my invention, Figure 1 is a side elevation
view, a portion of one end being shown in ver-
tical section. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical

sectional view taken on the dotted line a b of |

Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view
taken on the dotted line ¢ d of Fig. 2, the ends
of the casing
section. - :

Similar letters of reference indicate similar
parts. |

The base is composed of a series of hori-
zontal transverse members A, disposed in con-
secutive order, the abutting edges of the mem-
bers being provided with longitudinal flanges
B, which overlap one another. Each end of
each member A is provided with a transverse
groove. All the grooves on one side register
with each other, and in these grooves are
placed two longitudinal rods C,which are held

in position by means of two transverse plates
D, disposed one at each end of the base and |

provided with holes through which extend the
serew-threaded ends, respectively, of the two
bolts C. Nuts E on the bolts C serve to re-
tain the plates D firmly against the ends of
the base. In the upper side of each of the
base members A and near each end thereof
is a transverse groove disposed parallel to the
rods C. The grooves on each side register
with each other on the same side, thus form-
ing one long groove at each side of the base.
In each of these long grooves are disposed a
series of upright members ¥, the upper ends

of which curve toward and abut against the |

being shown in plan and not 1n

| eorresponding ends of the members which are

in the other long groove. These members F

comprise the sides and top of the inclosing
casing, and the upper ends are provided, re-

spectively, with transverse Aanges G, which

overlap the flanges of the abutting members.
The side edges of the sections F are provided
also with flanges H, which overlap the flanges
of the adjacent members, the outer flanges

| on the two end members being fitted into

corresponding grooves provided in the edges,
respectively, of two vertical end members I,
which form the two ends of the casing.

Two bolts J extend vertically through open-
ings provided, respectively, in the two end
members of the base and the two casing mem-
bers at each end of the vault. .
the bolts, which are in the base members, are
serew-threaded and have mounted thereon,
respectively, the nuts K, preferably located
in recesses provided therefor in the base mem-
bers. The upper ends of the bolts J are pro-
vided with heads, which bear, respectively, on
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washers L, whichin turn rest upon the upper

side of the casing. The bolts J secure the cas-
ing firmly to the base. Each of the twoend
members A is provided on its upper side out-
side the end member I with a transverse

30

flange M, which serves to retain the end mem-

ber I in position.

In using my invention the base members
are first assembled to the positions already
described, the number of intermediate mem-
bers A being used as is necessary to provide
sufficient length. The rods C are then placed
in position with the plates D mounted there-
on, after which the nuts E are mounted on the
rods C. The coffin and contents are then
placed on the base and the casing comprising
the arched members F and the two end mem-
bers I are then mounted on the base and se-
cured in position by inserting the bolts J, on
which the nuts K are then mounted. The

| vault, with the coffin therein, may then be

placed in the grave and covered with earth in
the ordinary manner.
My invention may be modified in many
ways without departing from its spirit.
Having thus described my invention,what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18—

1. A grave-vault comprising a series of
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transverse horizontal base members disposed | located in each of said grooves, a plate at each

side by side and forming a base portion in
each side of which is a lonfrltudma.l groove, a
rod located in each of sm‘d grooves, a plate a,t

each end of the base portion mounted on the

two rods and provided with means for being
secured thereon, two series of side members
resting at their lower ends upon the base por-
tion and having their upper ends curving in-
wardly to meet the side members of the op-
posite series, the side members having their
sides overla,ppmﬂ' the adjacent side members,
means for securing the side members to the
base portion, and twoend members disposéd
one at each end of the two series of side mem-
bers and resting on the base portion, substan-
tially as described.

2. A grave - vault ecomprising a series of
transverse horizontal members dlsposed side
by side and forming a base portion in. each
side of which is a lOI]f_Tltl]dHlﬂl groove, a rod

end of the base portion mounted on the two
rods and provided with means for securing

thereto, two series of side members resting at
their lower ends upon the base portion and

| having their upper ends curving i1nwardly
and abutting the side members of the oppo-

site series, rods extending from the side mem-
bers to the base portion and secured to the
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base portion and the side members, and two

end members disposed one at each end of the
two series of side members and resting on the
base portion, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in presence of two
subscribing witnesses.

GEORGE W, MURRAY

Witnesses:
Ebp. L ALBRIGHT |
TEREMIAH E. ALBRIGH’P
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