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To all whom 1t may concerr:

Be it known that I, GEORGE A. MERRILL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at South
Framingham, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented new
and usefulImpr ovements in Railroad Season-
Tickets, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to improvements in |
rallroad season-tickets of the kind in which
the coupon-leaves are bound in book form,
each such leaf containing detachable coupons
that are to be taken up by the conductor tor

each ride between the stations for which the
season-ticket coupon-bookis issued. Usually
In season-ticket coupon-books of this kind
the time-limit for which the book is to be |
used is printed or written on the outside or
inside of the cover of the book, which requires
the conductor to examine Such cover every
time a coupon is detached, so as to be sure
that the passenger is not using the book be-
yond the time-limit for which 1t was origi-
nally sold and issued. Suchexamination by
the conductor is objectionable, as it is apt to
reflect upon the honestyof the passenger,and,
besides, it takes up a great deal of the con-
ductor’s time in makmw such examination.

My improved season-tlcket has for its ob- |
ject to enable the conduector to ascertain,
simply by looking upon the coupon, whether
or not it is expired, without the need of ex-
amining the cover of the book, thus facili-
tating the taking up of the tickets and pre- .
venting frandulent use thereby by the pas-
sengers holding such season-tickets. For
this purpose my invention is carried out as l
follows, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of one
of the leaves in the coupon-book, and Kig. 2
represents a pelspectlve view of the coupon-
book in which a series of such leaves are
bound.

Similar letters refer to similar parts where-
ever they occur on the different parts of the
drawings. |

In Fig. 1, A represents one of the leaves,
having at one end a stub B, which is per-

so manently attached to the covers of the book

| quarters, as the case may be.

C, as is common in season or commutation
ticket books. |

In practice I prefer to i1ssue the coupon-
books for terms of three months each and to
print upon the stubs B the words: “*IForms
1,7 2,7 3,7 or ‘4,” respectively, and
‘““ First,” ““Second,” ‘“Third,” or * Fourth”
Such print-
ing on the said stubs may, however, be dis-
pensed with without departing from the es-
sence of my invention.

Integral with the stub B are made two or

more detachable coupons D D’ and E E',

which may be detached on the perforated-

lines d d’ e ¢', as shown. Kach coupon has
printed or written upon it the name or initial
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of the road on which it is issued, as shown

at F'. It.also has written or printed upon it
the serial number of the book, as shown at
<. Italso has written or printed upon it the
names or numerical equivalents of the ter-
minal stations for which the ticket is issued,
as shown at H. At the bottom of each cou-
pon I prefer to print a notice to the effect
that it is void if detached, as is common in de-
vices of this kind. Upon each coupon is

| printed a notice of the date of itsexpiration.
| Such notice is alike on each pair of coupons

in the series, as shown at I II' I' in Fig. 1.
Thus, for mstance on the coupons D D are
printed the words “Explres January 1st;” and
on the coupons E E' are printed the words
‘“Hxpires January 2nd;” and so on on the sue-
cessive leaves in the book. Thus it will be
seen that each pair of coupons are alike, al-
lowing the passenger to use it during the day
corresponding to the date printed on 1it.
Thus, forinstance, if a passenger travels from
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his home on January 1 the conductor de-

taches and takes up coupon D. When the
passenger returnson hishomeward trip on the
same day, the conductor detaches and takes
up coupon D', and so on. If a passenger
should not travel on the road for one or more
days, the conductor removes such coupons
corresponding to days not used as soon as the
passenger presents his ticket-book for a ride.
As the coupons are dated in pairs for the day
they are to be used, the conductor can see at
a glance by looking at the coupon presented
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for cancellation whether or not the passenger
is using the ticket at the proper time for which
it is issued, and it is not necessary for the
conductor to ascertain such fact by examina-

tion of the outside or inside of the cover of
the book.

Another advantage of this ticket-book 18 |

that it may be sold for any portion of a yvear
or month simply by the removal by the ticket-
seller of such dated coupons that are not to be
used by the passenger and retaining in the
book only such for which the passenger pays.
If the season-ticket is to be used on amain line
and a branch road, I may use a pair of such
books, one for each road, or, if so desired,one
portion of the book may contain detachable
dated coupons for the main road and another
portion of the said book may be provided with
corresponding dated coupons for the branch
road.

The device is very simple and 18 very use-
ful, as it enables the conductor to readily ex-
amine and take up passengers’ coupon-tick-
etg, at the same time as 1t serves as an effec-
tual check against fraudulent use of coupons
by passengers beyond the time-limit for which
the coupon-tickets are sold.

- What I wish to secure by Letters Patent
and claim 13—
1. A railroad season-ticket, conmstlnﬂ' of a

- seriesof pairs of transpor tation- -¢oupons, each

coupon of said pairs of coupons having a sin-
n'le ‘designatory insecription across the face
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thereof to indicate the day of its expiration,
the single designatory inscription upon each

| coupon of each pair of coupons corresponding.

2. A railroad season-ticket, consisting of a
series of pairsof transportatmn -coupons, each
coupon of said pairs of coupons having a sin-
ole designatory inscription across the face
thereof to indicate the day of its expiration,
the single designatory inscription upon each
coupon of each pair of coupons corresponding
and the said coupons of each pair of coupons
being correspondingly numbered.

3. A railroad season-ticket, consisting of a
series of pairs of transportation-coupons,each
coupon of said pairs of coupons having a sin-
ole designatory inscription across the face
thereof to indicate the day of its expiration,
the single designatory insceription upon each
coupon of each pair of coupons corresponding,
said coupons of each pair of coupons bemﬂ
correspondingly numbered and said coupons
of each pair of coupons further provided with
a corresponding inscription across the face
thereof to indicate the stations or terminals

| between which the coupons of each pair of

coupons are used.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

GEORGE A. MERRILL.

I NeSSes.

Witnesses:
ALBAN ANDREN, _
RicgArD C. ULBRICH. -
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