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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. LESTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Thill-Couplings; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear,-and
exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

The invention relates to thill-couplings.

The object of the invention is to provide a
simple, durable, and comparatively inexpen-
sive thill-coupling which shall prevent rat-
tling and which shall possess quick shifting
qualities, whereby the shafts or pole may be
quickly disengaged from the axle whenever
oceasion requires. | |

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain novel features of
construction, combination, and arrangement

of parts, which will be fully described,and par-

ticularly pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
a perspective view of my improved thill-coup-
ling, showing the thill-iron connected there-
to. Fig. 2is a similar view, the thill-iron be-
ing removed and its hinged ear in elevated
position. Fig. 3 is a similar view of the anti-
rattler-spring. Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view
of one end of the pivot-pin for the eye of the
thill-iron. Fig. 5 isasimilar view of the outer
end of the hinged ear to show its curved slof.
Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view through the
latch to show its beveled lower end.

In the drawings, 1 denotes the coupling-
head, which is adapted to be secured to the
vehicle-axle in any well - known or desired
manner, and 2 and 3 denote the ears of the
head, one of which is fixed thereto and pref-
erably castintegral therewith, while the other
is hinged or pivoted at 4 to said head to swing
in a vertical plane and is provided with a
curved slot which engages the recess of the
pin 6, with which the thill-eye 7 of the thill 5
is engaged. When engaged with the pin 6,
lateral strain is resisted by the shoulders 9
and 10, forming the ends of the recess, and

vertical movement of this ear is prevented |

by a pivoted latch 11, provided with a spring
12 for holding its lower end into engagement
The lower end of this latch

| on its inner side is beveled to correspond with

the beveled outer end of the pivot-pin, 80 as

to enable the lateh in the downward-swinging

movement of the hinged ear to ride over the
beveled end of the pin and hook or catch
thereunder. The ear is preferably provided
with a finger-piece 13, while the latch 1s pro-
vided with a similar finger-piece 14, whereby
when both finger-piecés are grasped the lateh

may be disenguged from the pivot-pin and

the hinged ear swang upward.
15 denotes a spring constructed as shown

in Fig. 3 and having a lateral extension 10, ¢

which is secured to the thill-head by a bolt
17. This spring is formed with an upwardly-
projecting portion 18, looped and confined
between the eye of the thill-iron and & trans-
verse pin 19 carried by the hinged ear, and
exerts ifs tension or energy against the thill-
iron to prevent rattling thereof.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, mode of operation, and ad-
vantages of my invention will be readily un-

derstood without requiring a more extended

explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and details of construction may be made with-
in the scope of the invention without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages thereof. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— | | -

The combination of a coupling-head pro-
vided with a fixed and a hinged ear, the fixed

.ear being provided with a pivot-pin and the

hinged ear being provided with a latch to en-
cgage with the pivot-pin, and thelaterally-pro-
jecting pin, and a spring having one end se-
cured to said coupling-head and the other
end bent upwardly in bow form and confined
between the two pins, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-
nesses.

GEORGE W. LESTER.

Witnesses:
H. A. KIMBALL,

EVERETT LESTER.
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