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To all whomy it may concerr:

Be it known that I, CLYDE SLUSSER, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Danville, in the county of Vermilion and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-
proved Flasher for Electric Lamps, of which
the following 1s a full, clear, and exact de-
scription.

This invention relates to improvements in
devices for causing the flashing of an elec-
tric light; and the object is to provide a sim-
ple attachment for alamp by means of which
the lamp-current will be automatically cut
1n and out at irregular intervals, giving a
flashing effect, making the device particu-
larly useful in show-windows, illuminating
signs, and other places in which it is desired

to attract attention.
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I will describe a flasher for electric lamps
embodying my invention and then point out
the novel features in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1is a side view of an incandescent

electric lamp, showing a flasher embodying
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my invention as applied thereto. Fig. 2 isa
longitudinal section of the same, and Fig. 3
18 a section on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.
Referring to the drawings, 10 designates a
thermostat which partially surrounds the
lamp and consists of a strip of brass and a
strip of soft iron, the iron strip being about
one-half the thickness of the brass strip, and
they are secured together at suitable inter-
vals, by copper rivets. At one end the ther-

- mostat 1s secured to-a metal hanger 11, con-
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nected to a block 12 of insulating material,
and is in electrical connection, by means of

a screw 13 passing through the block, with a

-~ contact or circuit-carrying arm 14, leading
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into the lamp-socket and having connection
with one pole of the filament, and the other
pole of the filamentis connected fo an arm 19,

with which aleading-in wire 15 connects. The

other or free end of the thermostat is pro-
vided with a silver or non-arcing metal con-
tact-plate 16, adapted to engage with a silver
or non-arcing metal-tipped contact-point 17,
adjustable in a hanger 18, suspended from
the block 12, and this hanger 18 1s in elec-
trical connection with the leading-dut wire 20

through abinding-serew 21 on the hanger 18.
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In operation the current passing through

the lamp—say from the wire 15—will pass
through the arm 19, the filament, the socket,

the arm 14, the screw 13, the hanger 11, the

thermostat, the contacts 16 and 17, thehanger
18, and out through the wire 20. As the

thermostat becomes heated from the lamp 16

will be expanded, breaking the contact at 16
and 17, and consequently cutting out the cur-
rent. As the thermostat cools it will con-
tract and again make the contact toclose the
circuit and light the lamp. As the heating
will be somewhat irregular, it is obvious that
the making and breaking of the circuit will
be somewhat irregular, and this is preferable
to a flasher operating at stated or equal in-
tervals of time, because 1t 1s more liable to
attract and hold attention.
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Having thus described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A flasherforelectriclamps, comprising a
thermostat suspended from the lamp-socket
and partially surrounding the lamp, a hanger
arranged in the lamp-circuit and with which

one end of said thermostat is connected, a

hanger in the electric circuit, a contact ad-
justable in said last-named hanger, and a
contact on the free end of the thermostat,
substantially as specified.

2. A flasher for electriclamps, comprising a
thermostat partially surrounding the upper
portion of the lamp, a hanger arranged in the

electric cireunit of the lamp, another hanger

arranged 1n the electrie circuit and insulated
fromthe first-named hanger, both hangers be-

ing connected to the lamp-socket, an adjust-

able contact in the last-named hanger, a con-
tact-plate on the free end of the thermostat,
a connection between the first-named hanger
and a pole of the lamp-filament, and a con-
nection between the other pole of the filament
and the lead-wire, substantially as specified.
3. A flashing device for electric lamps, com-
prising a thermostat arranged in the electric
circult and partiaily surrounding the lamp-
globe and adapted to open and close the cir-
cult at irregular intervals of time, substan-
tially as speelﬁed
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.
- CLYDE SLUSSER
- Witnesses:
R. H. JOHNSON,
M. L. CONNELLY.
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