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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosEpH F. AUSTEN, 4
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil-
waukee, county of Milwaukee, and State of
Wisconsin, haveinvented newand useful Im-
provements in Gasket-Cutters, of which the
following 1s a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for cutting circular gaskets, washers,
&e., from rubber, leather, sheet-lead, or other
similar material; and it pertains more espe-
cially, first, to the device for adjusting the
cutting-knives horizontally upon the support-
ing-bar in relation to each other and the cen-
tral pivotal pin, whereby the same is adapted
to cut gaskets and washers of any desired di-
ameter corresponding with the length or with-
in the range of such supporting-bar and
whereby washers of various diameters may
be cut of any desired width corresponding
with the distance between the two cutting-
knives; second, to the device for fastening
the handles to the supporting-bar, and, third,
to the device for renewing or replacing the
central pivotal point when worn or broken.

“The construction of my invention 1S ex-
plained by reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side view thereof,
art broken away, disclosing the device for

ment. Fig. 2 represents a top view of the de-
vice shown in Fig. 1 with the handle removed.

Fig. 3 is a sectional view drawn on line 2z 2

of Fw 1 from its lower side.

Like parts are identified by the same refer-
ence-letters throughout the several views.

A is the knife-supporting bar. B 1is the
central pivotal pin, the point C of which is
adapted to be inserted in material from which
the gasket or washer is cut and serves to guide
the cutting-knives in their circular course
around such pin, which forms the center of
the gasket or washer. The bar A is adjust-
ably secured in the rectangular aperture
formed in said pin B by the binding-serew L,
which has screw-threaded bearings in the
walls of sald pin and when turned forward
impinges.at its inner end against the side of
said bar A and holds said pin at any desired
point of adjustment. When desirous to cub

a gasket, a single knife I only is used, which |

T

knife is secured to the outer end of the bar
A in the aperture G by the two binding-nuts
H and H', which have screw-threaded bear-
ings upon the shank I. When desirous to
cut a washer, the knife J is inserted in the
slot K and secured in place by the binding-
nuts L I, which also have screw-threaded
bearings upon the shank M of said knife. It
will be obvious that the width of the washer
to be cut may be regulated by the distance
the knife J is adjusted from the knife F and
that the washer may be cut any desired width
correspouding with the length of said slot K.
To provide for retaining the cutting edge of
the knife J at right angles with the bar A,
the shank M is provided with flattened sur-
faces N N, which have bearings against the
vertical walls of said slot K and prevent the
knife from turning therein.
adjusting the cutting edge of the knife I at
right angles to the bar A, the shank I is pro-
vided with vertical grooves O, in line with the
respective sides of said cutting- knife, and the
bar A is provided with mde'{ grooves P D,

formed at right angles to said bal wher eby
the grooves O and P serve as gmdes in ad-
JU.SBII]“‘ said knife, it being understood that
when said grooves are in lme with each other
the cuttmﬂ' edge of said knife will be at right
angles o said supporting-bar. To provide
for removing said knife F, as may be required
for sharpening or other purposes, the operat-
ing-handle Q is detachably secured to the up-
per end of said shank I, it being retained 1in
place by the lug R, formed in the lower end
of the lever S, which lug R engages beneath
the flange I' of the upper binding-nut H.
The lug R is retained in place beneath said
upper bmdmmnut by the recoil of the spring
U against the upper arm of the lever S. It
will be understood that when desirous to re-
move said handle Q said lug R is disengaged
from the flange T of said binding-nut by press-
ing inwardly upon the upper end of the leveér
S and that said lug R will be retained in place
beneath the flange T and said handle retained
in place by the 1e(3011 of said spring U. The
handle Vissubstantially thesamein construe-
tion as the handle Q and 1sin like manner se-
cured in place upon the shank W, formed on
the upper end of the pin B by the lug A’, which

engages beneath the shoulder B’ of said shank
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W Dby the recoil of the spring U, which bears
against the upper end of -the lever S. The

- lever S is secured in place by the pivotal pin

IO

20

C'. The shank W is made angular in shape

and slightly conical for engagement with an

ordinary bit-stock by which said tool may be

operated for light work, in which case the.

handle B is removed from the shank W and
the bit-stock (not shown) is secured to said
shank in the ordinary manner. The upper
end of the shank W is provided with a cylin-
drical projection D', while the handle V is
provided with a eorrespondmn‘ socket K’ for
the reception of said cylindrical projection
D', which projection servestoretain said han-
dle in place upon the shank and permits of
sald shank turning with the tool as the han-
dle is held in the grasp of the operator. It
will of course he understood that the lower

portion of said socket E in said handle B is

- of such diameter as to permit the rectangu-

" ing socket &
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Iar shank W to turn therein without contact

with the walls of said socket. To.provide for
removing the point C from the pin B in case
the same should ,become dull or broken, the
same 18 preferably formed separately from the

pin B and secured thereto by a screw-thread-

ed shank F', which engages in a corr espond-

The point C is provided with an aperture H'

tor the reception of a pin or lever by which
the same is attached toor detached from said
pin. |
- ‘Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I¢laim as new, and desire to secure by Letters.

Patent, is—

1. In a gasket-cutter, the combination of

the bar A provided with aperture G; cutting-
knife I detachably secured in said aperture

(x; handle Q detachably secured to the shank

I of said knife; adjustable pin B provided
with rectangular shank W and cylindrical

projection D’; and handle V detachably se-.

promded therefor in said pin.

- cylindrical projection D';

681,945

cured to said eylindrical projection D', sub-
stantially as and for.the purpose specified.

2. In a gasket-cutter, the combination of
the snppartmmbar A; pin B adjustably se-
cured to said bar; lectanqular shank W ; cy-
lindrical pmjeetion D’ formed integral with
said pin B, and adapted to be interchange-

{ ably used in connection with a handle or bit-

stock:; handle V detachably secured to sald
kunife F provided
with serew-threaded shank I; clamping-nuts
H and H' having screw-threaded bearings on
said shank, and adapted when turned toward
each other, to impinge upon said supporting-
bar and hold said knife in place; and handle
Q, %ubstra,ntially.a% and for the purpose speci-
fied.

3. In a gasket-cutter, the emnbmatlon of
the suppornmﬂ'-bar A promded with the slot
K; pin B adjustably secured to said bar; rec-
tangular shank W and c¢ylindrical projection
D' formed integral with said pin B3, and adapt-
ed to be interchangeably used with a handle
or bit-stock; handle V detachably secured to
said cylindrieal projection D’; knife F pro-
vided with a screw-threaded shank I; clamp-
ing-nuts H and H' having screw-threaded
bearings on such shank, and adapted to im-
pinge upon said supporting-bar and hold said
knife in place; handle Q; knife J provided
with screw -threaded shank M ; opposing
clamping-nuts L operating on said shank, and
adapted to impinge the respective upper and
lowersurfaces of said bar, and hold said knife
in place, all snbstantlally a3 and for the pur-
pose specified. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH F. AUSTEN.

VWitnesses:
JAS. B. ERWIN,
LeveEreTT C. WHEELEP..
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