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To all whom it maly CORCErIL:

Be it known that I, ALvIN S. LYON, of

Lowell, in the county of Middlesex and Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
5 a certain new and useful Improvement in
Apparatus for Stretching and Drying Rugs,

of which the following is-a specification.
My invention relates to apparatus for
stretching and drying rugs, such as are made
10 by sewing together the edges of breadths or
sections of Wilton or similar carpeting. In
manufacturing these carpet- breadths the
warp-threads (of hemp or linen) are glued or
sized and dried before being placed in the
15 loom and the filling-threads are woven while
wet with glue, so that the rug-sections after
being dried are very stiff and unmanageable
by ordinary means and the edges of the sec-
tions necessarily puckered in matching the
20 ficure during the sewing. Itis therefore nec-
essary to flatten the rug after the sewing is
completed. This is usually accomplished by
stretching the sewed rug face downward upon
a floor into proper rectangular shape, mean-
2¢ while securing the edges in position by tacks
or small nails driven through the margins of
the rug into the floor, then moistening the
oglue by wetting the back of the rug with wa-
ter or preferably with thin liquid sizing,
30 pressing and pounding the wrinkles out of
the rug and flattening the seams by means of
a hot iron, and then allowing the rug to dry
upon the floor before removing the tacks.
. The rug after being thus treated is flat and
3z unwrinkled, and this flatness is maintained
by the setting of the glue. It is iInconven-
ient for the workman to stoop in nailing the
rug upon the floor and in drawing the tacks
after the rug is dry; but the great objection

40 to this method is the immense amount oif} p
floor-space necessary in carrying on a large .

business, because the rugs must be upon the
floor for many hours to become perfectly dry,
and the rugs do not, of course, dry very rap-

45 idly, as only one face of the rug is exposed
to the air.

1 provide means whereby both faces of the
rug after stretching and ironing may be si-
multaneously exposed to the'atmosphere and

so by which the rug may be set on edge while
drying, thus oceupying but very little floor-

| be operated upon is placed face downward

| space, and that little for a much shorter time

than is usually required.

My invention consists in the devices and
combinations hereinafter described and 55
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a plan of my improved apparatus, parts of
the table-frame and of the supports of the
rug-stretching frames being in dotted lines;
Fig. 2, an end elevation of the same, partly
in vertical section; Fig. 3, a plan of a rug se-
cured to a stretching-frame.

A indicates a flat surface or table, which
for convenience of tacking and untacking the 65
rug is preferably elevated sufficiently to al-

Go

low the operative to stand while at work;-bat——

which may rest directly upon the floor. The
table is represented, therefore, as having a
top a, legs a’, and a truss consisting of a rec-
tangular part a, braces a? arranged at right
angles to the sides and ends of said part a’,
and otherdiagonally-arranged bracesa®. The
braces a? a® project horizontally beyond the
sides and ends of the top a (which rests upon 75
said braces) and form supporters or brackets
on which is sustained a removable rug-
stretching frame B, which surrounds and fits
said top a and is of the same vertical thick-
ness as said top, so that the upper surfaces
of said frame B and top lie in the same hori-
zontal plane, said frame B forming a mar-
oinal extension of said top. The rug C to
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on the table and frame B and is stretched
and tacked at its edges to said frame and
is then treated to soften the glue and to
flatten the rug in the usual manner above de-
scribed, the table-top and margin or frame I3
serving instead of the floor. Afterthe rvgis
roperly flattened the frame B, with said rug
attached thereto, as shown in Fig. 3, is re-
moved from the-table and set away to allow
the rug to dry, being preferably placed on
edge in a suitable rack of any usual construe-
tion adapted to hold said frame in a vertical
position and out of contact with other simi-
lar frames supported by said rack. The ta-
ble may then be used immediately with an--
other frame, precisely like the frame b, to 100
stretch another rug, and by keeping on hand
a sufficient number of such frames the work
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' may proceed without interruption, and the | frame adapted to be carried by said braces
- floor-space occupied by many rugs while dry- | and surrounding said top, the surfaces of the 30

10

20

ing in an erect position will be no greater than
that usually taken up by a single rug dried
on the floor. Anotherframe B/, large enough
to surround and fit the frame B and of the
same thickness, may be used for a rug larger
than said frame B in the same manner by
treating said frame B as a part of the table
and leaving it on the table when the frame
B’ is removed with the rug. By making the
supporting-bracketsor projecting parts of the

‘braces long enough several such progres-

sively-larger frames may be used to vary the

surfaces of the table to accommodate rugsof

different sizes.

I ¢laim as my invention—

1. The combination of a table having a fat
surface to sustain the central portion of arug,
a support projecting beyond the edges of the
table, a detachable frame adapted to be car-
ried on said support and surrounding the flat
surface, the fop of the detachable frame and
thesaid flatsurface beingin substantially the
same plane.

2. T'he combination of a table havinga top,
supporting-braces for said top extending be-

yond the edges of said top, and a detachable |

top and the detachable frame when in posi-
tion upon the supporting-braces beingin sub-
stantially the same plane.

3. The combination of a table provided with
a top, braces supporting said top and project- 335
ing beyond the edges thereof, a plurality of
removable strelching-frames adapted to sur-
round said top one within the other, and be
supported on said braces, each of said frames
having its upper surface in the same plane 4o
to provide a plane surface for the support of
a rug while being secured to the stretching-
frame. . -

4. Thecombination of atable,provided with
supporting-brackets, and a removable frame 45
or margin, adapted to surround and fit said
table and to rest upon said brackets with its
upper surface in the same plane as the top of
said table. -

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

ALVIN S. LYON.
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Withesses: _
ALBERT M. MOORE,
GRACE M. BOYNTON.
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