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To all whom it may concerm:

Beit known that I, GEORGE S. WEBBER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of I1li-
nois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Shoes, of which the following is
a Specification.

My invention relates particularly to shoe-
fastening means of the character describedin
Letters Patent No. 660,284, granted o0 me Oc-
tober 23, 1900. '

My primary object is to provide a shoe
which shall be neater in appearance and more
substantialin construction,while stillemploy-
ing a closing-web or oscillating flap of the
same general character as that desceribed in
the aforesaid patent.

My invention is shown in its preferred form
in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figurel is a view in perspective showing
the closing web or flap of the shoe open; Fig.
2, a broken perspective view showing the web
or flap in the position which it occupies pre-
paratory to closing the shoe; Fig. 3, a per-
spective view showing the shoe closed, the
construction of the closing-web being slightly
modified to give the appearance of a button-
shoe; Fig. 4, an enlarged broken section illus-
trating one of the wire guidesemployed; Fig.
b, a perspective view, on a reduced scale,

showing the opposite side of the shoe illus-

tratedin Iig.3; and Fig.6, an enlarged broken
section illustrating the attachment or connec-
tion at the inner upper corner of the closing
web or flap. |

In the construetion shown in Fig. 1 the web
18 shown applied to a shoe of the general form
of a lace-shoe. | |

A represents the upper of the shoe, the
same being provided atits front with the usual
slit, placket, or opening a, B, the flap, web, or
placket-cover, the same being connected with
the base of the upper along a line bbd’; A,
a guide attached to the upper A at one side
of the placket-opening a, and B’ a flexible
guide connected with the adjacentside of the

flap B. At the side of the flap B opposite the

guide B’ the flap is left unsecured at its up-

per portion, except by means of a button ¢
~and buttonhole ¢'.

I have shown the flap B
divided centrally, the same being perma-

1

] Sired,-, the lace can be adjusted to tichten or

loosen the shoe. The lower end of the guide
A’ is a short distance above the lower end of
the flap B, and by folding the flexible flap and
guide with which it is provided, asillustrated
in Fig. 2, the upper end of the guide B’ may
be caused to engage the lower end of the guide
A’, after which the flap may readily be drawn
upward to the closing position. The fasten-
ing is completed by means of the button con-
nection at ¢ ¢'. o

In Figs. 3 and 5 B? designates the flap, the
same being connected with the upperalong a
line d d’ and left unconnected along lines d d?
and d’ d?. Imitationbuttons fareshownalong
the margin d’ d°. It will be understood, of
course; that the guides are beneath the mar-
gin of the flap adjacent to a line d' d°. 1In
this construction I have shown an extensible
strap g connected with the upper, the same
being provided with a button ¢', which en-
gages an eyelet or buttonhole ¢* with which
the flap B* is provided at its inner upper cor-
ner. The manner of use is the same as that
described in connection with Figs. 1 and 2.

It will be seen that by means of my con-
struction a shoe of neat appearance is pro-
vided and that in this construction there is
no opportunity for the flap to buckle open and
cause an untidy appearance. -

In the construction shown in Figs. 1 and 2
there is a portion of the upper 4 beneath the
inner lower portion of the flap which causes
the instep to appear of the same height at
that position as it does at the corresponding

position at the opposite side of the placket.

If desired, this material at 2 may be cut away,

as indicated by the dotted line in Fig. 5.

In some instances the flap is supplied with
elastic material, and where this is the caseit

18 of course unnecessary to provide any means
of adjustment to suit the wearer in the mat-

ter of the tightness of the upper. It is of

| course essential that the guide and fasteners
be so located and that the form of the guides

be such that when the flap is closed there is
the desired pressureexerted thronghoutevery
portion of the guides. | !
What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—
1. In a shoe, the combination with an up-

nently closed by meansof a lace. When de- | per provided with a slit, of a guide located
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on the upper on one side of said slit, a flexi-
ble flap permanently connected at its lower
end with said upper, a guide connected with

one margin of said flap, the same not inter-

fering with the necessary flexibility of the

flap, and means for securing the flap in its
closed position, substantially as and for the

- purpose set forth.
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2. In a shoe, the combination with an up- |

per provided with a slit, of a guide located
on the upper on one side of said slit, a flap
provided at one margin with a guide engag-

ing said first-named guide, said flap being |

permanently connected along 1ts lower mar-

oin with the shoe and left disconnected along |

y
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its margin opposite the guide-equipped mat:-

oin, and means for securing the upper free

corner of the flap to the adjacent portion of
the upper, substantially as described.

3. In a shoe, the combination with an up-
per provided with a slit or opening, of a guide
located on the upper on one side of said slit,
a flexible flap permanently connected at its
lower end with said upper, and a flexible
oguide connected with one margin of said flap,

‘substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

~ GEORGE S. WEBBER.
- In presence of—
D. W. LEE,
ALRBERT D. BACOL
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