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Lo all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, JOHN C. JOENSON, 3 citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Dallas,
in the county of Dallas and State of Texas,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Trace-Fasteners; and I dohere-
by declare the followingtobe a f ull, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable othersskilledin the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

This invention has relation to trace-fasten-
ers; and has for its object to provide a device
of this character which will admit of the
trace being readily applied to the singletree
and quickly and easily detached therefrom
and which will prevent displacement of the
trace when in position, the trace ‘serving as
a locking device to prevent opening of the
fastener until manually manipulated.

Fora full description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
edge of the details of construction of the
means for effecting the result reference is to

be had to the following description and draw- |

ings hereto attached.

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tares of the invention are necessarily suscep-
tible of modification, still the preferred em-
bodiment of the invention is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—=

Figure 1is a perspective view of the end
portion of a singletree, showing the fastener
applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a rear view, the
terminal portion of the singletree being in see-
tion and the trace being illustrated in the pO-
sitlon which it will oecupy when forming a
lock for the fastener. Fig. 8isa view similar
to Fig. 2, the trace being moved so as to re-
lease the fastener and the latter being moved
outward at its free end to admit of the re-
moval of the trace. Fig. 4 is a cross-section
of the singletree and fastener about on the
line X X of Fig. 2. -

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated

reference characters.

The part 1 is a singletreo or like part, to
which the trace isattached when the horse or
draft-animal is harnessed to the vehicle to
be drawn. The outer end portion of the sin-

gletree tapers in width and thickness to a

blunt point, which is adapted to pass readily
through the eye of the trace 2. An opening
or depression 3 is formed in the singletree a
short distance from its extremity, and a ta-
pering channel 4 extends outward therefrom.

The fastening consists of a metallie strap 6,
secured firmly at ifs inner end to a side of
thesingletree and having its outer or free end
portion bent outward or away from the plane
of the singletree to form an arch 7, thence re-
curved, as shown at 8, and its terminal por-
tion bent about at a right angle, as shown at
J, to enter the opening or depression 3. The
recurved portion 8 fitssnugly in the tapering
channel 4, so as to come about flush with the
side of the singletree to which the fastening
is fitted. The metallic strap 6 is sufficiently
stout to withstand the slight strain that may
come thereon and is resilient, so as to spring
toward the singletree at its free end and nor-
mally hold the bent terminal 9in the opening
3 and the recurved portion 8 in the channel
or seat 4. 'The arched portion 7 provides a
grip to be engaged by the fingers of the hand
when it is required to move the free end of
the fastening away from the singletree, as
shown in Fig. 3, to permit the trace 2 to be

' Placed in position or removed from the single-

tree. T'he strap 6 preferably tapers through-
out its length, thereby increasing its resili-
ency and adding to the appearance of the
fastening,

In practice when it is required to fit the
trace 2 to the singletree the outer end portion
of the fastening is moved away from the sin-
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gletree and the trace is slipped thereon, and

when the bent terminal 9 is cleared the fags-
tening is released and will spring toward the
singletree, its terminal 9 entering the open-
ing 3 and the recurved portion 8 entering the
channel or seat 4, after which the trace is
moved outward, so as to encirecle the recurved

portion 8 and hold it in its seat and prevent

outward displacement of the terminal 9. By

| having the recurved portion 8 coming flush
in all the views of the drawings by the same

with the side of thesingletree the eye portion
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of the trace is not chafed or worn to the ox- |

tent which would be occasioned if the part 8
projected from the singletree. Moreover, the
outer end portion of the fastening is braced
by the edges of the part 8 bearing against

| the side walls of the channel or seat4. When
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it is required to detach the trace from the
singletree, the trace is moved inward to the
position substantially as shown in Fig. 3,
after which the free end portion is moved

outward or away from. the plane of the single-
tree,thereby permitting the trace to beslipped

from off the singletree, as will be readily com-

prehended.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new Is— |

1. In combination with a singletree having
an opening or depression and a longitudinal
channel extending therefrom, a trace-fasten-
ing consisting of a metallic strap secured at
ite inner end to the singletree and having its

outer end portion bent into an approximately

arched form and recurved, and having 1tS
terminal bent outward and-adapted to enter
the aforesaid opening or depression, the re-
curved portion of the strap fitting in the chan-
nel, substantially as set forth.

9. In combination, a singletree having its
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end portion tapering in width and thickness
and having an opening or depression and a
channel extending therefrom, a trace-fasten-
ing consisting of a metallic strap secured at

its inner end to the singletree and havingits.

outer end portion bent into the form of an
arch and recurved and having its terminal
bent outward to enter the said opening or de-
pression, the recurved part fitting in the said
channel so as to come about flush with a side
of the singletree, the trace being adapted to
encircle the recurved portion of the fasten-
ing and form a lock therefor and prevent its
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accidental displacement, substantially as set

forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOTIN C. JOHNSON.

Witnesses: -
II. M. SUTTON,
JOHN M. STUKES.

L. S.]
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