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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatl, SILAS A. WRIGHT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Spring-

field, in the county of Greene and State of

Missouri, have invented a new and useful
Insect-Trap, of which the following is a speci-
fication. |

This invention relates to that class of in-
sect-traps which employ a central light to
attract night-flying insects and having also
suitable means for trapping and destroying
them; and the object of the present improve-
ment s to provide simple and effective means
for attracting insects and suddenly check
their flight as they approach the attractive
center by striking deflectors which throw
them into a receptacle below containing poi-
sonous or other matter which will destroy the
same, the deflectors and means for support-
ing the same being of a particularly advan-
tageous character as to their construction and
arrangement and capable of being applied in
operative position to any form of receptacle
without specially preparing the latter.

With this and other objects and advan-
tages 1n view the invention consists in the
construction and arrangement of the several
parts, which will be more fully hereinafter
described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of an insect-trap embodying the features
of the invention and showing theilluminating
device partially broken away. Fig. 2 is a
transverse vertical section of the same. Fig.
3 18 a perspective view of the improved trap,
showing a modification. Fig. 4 is a trans-
verse vertical section of a trap similar to that
shown by Fig. 3 and embodying a further
modification. |

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the several
views.

The numeral 1 designates a pan or recep-
tacle, which may be a device of this class
commonly used in a household and prefer-
ably having a beaded edge 2.

Reterring more particularly to Figs. 1 and
2, & pair of supporting-wires 3 and 4 are di-
ametrically disposed in relation to the pan
and arranged in planes at right angles to
each other, the said wires infersecting at the

| conter and formed with terminal hooks 5 to

catch over the beaded edge 2, and thereby
firmly attach the same to the pan. Rising
from the wires, on opposite sides of the cen-
ters thereof, are deflectors 6 and connected at
their upper ends to right-angularly-disposed
centrally-intersecting top-supporting wires
7 and 8, the wires 3 and 7 being parallel with
each other and likewise the wires 4 and S.
Kach pair of the parallel wires has two of
the deflectors attached thereto by rolling the
ends therearound or otherwise fastening the
same, the inner edges of the deflectors being
inclined upwardly and inwardly, as at 9, to

35

Go

65

provide a clear space of sufficient dimension

adjacent to the point of intersection of the

wires 3 and 4 to form a seat for an illuminat-

ing device 10, such as a lamp, lantern, can-
dle, torch, or other analogous lighting means.
The wire 4 is formed with a central down-
wardly-projecting crimp 11 to receive the por-
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tion of the wire 3 crossing said wire 4,sothat a

stableseat will be provided for the said illumi-
nating device, and the central portions of the
wires 7 and 8 have reversely-arranged inter-

locking crimps 12 and 13, respectively, to.

maintain the wires and the deflectors in the
radial positions desired with sufficient cer-
tainty to resist accidental displacement. The
deflectors will be constructed of any suitable
material,either sheet metal or other sheetsub-
stance or wire-gauze, and 1t 18 proposed to
place a poisonous liquid or other material in

the pan 1 beneath the deflectors,so that as the

insects, attracted by the illuminating device,
are drawn toward and strike the said deflec-
torsthey will be caused tofall intothe panand
be destroyed or killed. A very efficient at-
tracting means in conjunction with the light-
ing device would be to have the deflectors
present very highly polished or reflecting
surfaces to produce a brighter display over
the pan. 'T'he wires carrying the deflectors
can be easily assembled or detached, and the
dead insects will be removed from time to
time from the pan and the latter replenished
with the destroying material. |

In Fig. 3 a single pair of deflectors 6 are
shown and attached to the wires 4 and 8, as
before explained, the wire 3 being without
deflectors, and the said wires 4 and 8 are
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posite portions of the wire 3.
crossed wires provide a support in this in-
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given a stable support and held in upright
position against accidental displacement by

a tnanfrularly shaped brace-wire 14, having
1ts apex straddling the center of the wire 8

and 1ts two ends connected to the outer op-
The lower

stance for an illuminating device similarly

to the construction heretofore set forth.

With the exception of the absence of one pair
of deflectors and the use of the brace-wire 14
the construction and arrangement of this

- modified form is the same as that heretofore

I5

described. In Fig. 4 the same parts are in-

cluded as in Fig. 3, with the exception that |

the lower wires have angular deflections or
bends 15 at the terminals to bring said wires
down into the pan and insure trapping of the

~ 1nseets, particularly some kinds of the latter,
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‘drawn thereto and be destroyed.

and by this means also less destroying l1qu1d
or other substance is required to be placed
in the pan to produce the result sought.

The improved device in either of its forms

can be placed in any place where the illumi-
nating effect will be best presented or pro-

duce the greatest attraction, or it may be dis-
posed to provide such distinet attraction as
to cause 1nsects coming into its range to be
In the

manufacture of the trap the wires and de-
flectors will be prepared and arranged as set
forth, and the pans being of ordlnmy form

681,772

can be easily obtained in bulk in the market
at a minimum cost. |
Changes in the size, proportions, and minor

details may be resorted to without departing

from the principle of the invention.
IHaving thus described the invention, what

8 claimed a8 New 18—

In an insect-trap, the combination with a

pan, of supporting-wires terminally attached

thareto and centrally intersecting each other

-atanangle, the central ecrossed portions of the

wires forming a seat for an illuminating de-
vice, two or more highly-polished deflectors
held in vertical position by said wires and
baving a space between the inner opposing

edges thereof, and intersecting brace-wires

coacting with the upper extremities of the

‘deflectors to prevent the latter from being

bent over or becoming misshapen, the wires

being interlocked at their points of erossing

at the upper and lower terminations of the
interval or space between the inner edges of
the deflectors, the said inner edges of the
deflectors bemn* inclined upwmdly and in-
wardly.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

| SILAS A. WRIGIIT.
Witnesses:

OTHO D. MCMILLAN,

ARTHUR A. SCOTT.
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