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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ISAAC WOMACK, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Emmett,
in the county of Canyon and State of Idaho,
have invented a new and useful Fence-Ma-
chine, of which the followingisa specification.

This invention relates to fence-machines,
and has for it3 object to provide an improved
device for twisting wire strands about pick-
ets and to arrange the device for giving a
powertul operation thereto for quickly and
tightly twisting the wires about the pickets.
It is furthermore designed to facilitate the
operation of the device, to arrange the partsin
compact form within the frame of the ma-
chine, so as to be protected, and to provide
for accurately spacing the machine from the
adjacent picket, so as to maintain a uniform

length of twist between the pickets,and there-

by form a neat and attractive fence.

With these and other objects in view the

present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companyingdrawings, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claim, it being un-
derstood thatchangesin the form, proportion,
s1ze, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claim without departing from
the spirit orsacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation
of a portion of a picket fence having the pres-
ent machine applied in operative position to
twist the strand-wires upon the pickets. Fig.
2 18 a detall perspective view of the machine
removed from the fence. Fig. 3 is a side ele-
vation of the machine with one of the sides
of the frame removed. Fig. 4 is a detail sec-
tional view taken on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings. |

Referring at first more particularly to Figs.
1, 2, and 3 of the drawings, it will be seen
that the present machine has a substantially
rectangular frame, comnrising opposite up-
right side pieces or standards 1 and 2, which
are connected by the opposite terminal filling-

bloeks or cross-bars 3 and 4, which lie flush | is being unwound therefrom.

with the respective ends of the side pieces,

] the twisters in an endwise direction.

projections; and thereby may setrve as the
base of the machine to rest upon the ground
during the operation of the machine. The

upper and lower end portions of the side

pieces are provided with corresponding cir-
cular openings for the reception of the oppo-
site ends of the respective upper and lower
rotatable cylindrical wire-twisters 5 and G,
which are provided, respectively, with pairs
of parallel longitudinal perforations 7 and 8
for the reception of the strand-wires, as will
be hereinafter explained. As shown in Fig.
4., 1t will be seen that the terminals of each
wire-twister are reduced in diameter to form
journal portions for engagement, with the
bearing-openings in the sides of the frames,
the annular shoulders 9 forming stops for en-
gagement with the inner faces of the respec-
tive side pieces, so as to prevent looseness of
For
rotating the twisters simultaneously in the
same direction there 1s provided a lever 10,
which has its inner end located between the
sides of the frame substantially midway be-
tween the twisters and fulerumed upon the
frame, as indicated at 11. Adjacent to the
outer end of the lever thereisprovided a cross-
head 12, and to the outer faces of the respec-
tive end portions of this head there are con-
nected the flexible strap elements 13 and 14,
which have their opposite ends secured to
and wrapped upon the twisters 5 and 6, re-
spectively. Theupper flexible element passes
over the upper side of the upper twister, and
the lower flexible element passes under the
lower side of the lower twister, so that the

upper twister may be rotated by a down-
ward movement of the lever and the lower
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twister by an upward movement of said lever.

In order that both twisters may be rotated
simultaneously in the same direction, there

18 provided a connecting flexible cord or belt

15, which is applied to the rear sides of the
twisters, its upper end being wrapped over
the top of the upper twister and its lower end
wrapped under the lower twister. DBy this
arrangement one end of the connecting-belt
is being wound upon the adjacent twister
while the adjacent end of the actuating-belt
Thus the un-
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winding of theactuating-belt rotates the said

s0 that both ends of the frame are free from | adjacent twister, and by the rotation of the
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~ed by throwing the lever to
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latter the opposite end of the connectmﬂ'-belt

is unwound from the opposite twister to Ir'0-

tate the same simultaneously and in the same
direction with the first-mentioned twister.

Upon one or both sides of the frame there are
provided the opposite transverse projections
or shoulders 16, which are located adjacent

to the inner sides of the respective twisters
and are designed to bear against the adjacent
picket P, as shown in Flﬂ' 1 of the drawings,
when the machine is apphed In position for |
use. The strand-wires 17 are run through
the respective longitudinal openings in the
twisters and the lever is operated to rotate
the twisters, whereby the strands are twisted
together, as ‘indicated at 18, in the interval
between the machine and the ad jacent picket,
and formed by the spacing-shoulders 16,
whereby a constant interval is mamtamed
between theadjacent pickets, and the strands
are twisted uniformly throughout the length
of the fence. After the wire has been tWISt-
its limit in one
direction the machine is moved laterally out-
ward.-from the picket and along the strand-
wires, the latter sliding freely through the
tw1sters after which a new picket is mserted
between the spaced strands, and the lever is
thrown to the opposite llmw thereby twist-
ing the strands tightly about the picket. It

will be observed by reference to Fig. 3 of the
drawings that one end of the cross-head 12
strikes the adjacent twister at the opposite
limits of the lever, wherebv the cross-head ]
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and the twisters cooperate to form alimiting-
stop for the lever, thereby limiting the num-
ber of rotations of the twisters and preserv-
ing a uniform twist between the pickets.
Moreover, each actuating -strap wraps or
colls upon itself in the plane of the vertical
movement of the lever, and the cross-head

strikes the colled portion of the respective.

straps, whereby the lever is cushloned and
damage is obviated.

“What is claimed is— |

In a fence-machine, the combination with
a frame, of opposite wire-twisters rotatably
mounted thereon and having e¢ylindrical por-
tions, a flexible connecting element having
its opposite ends wound upon the eylindrical
portions of the respective twisters, an oper-
ating-lever fulerumed midway between the
twisters and having a cross-head, the twist-
ers being located in the paths of the opposite
ends of the cross-head and forming stops
therefor, and opposite flexible winding ele-
ments having their opposite ends connected

| to the lever and the respective cylindrical

portions of the twisters, the coiled portions of
the winding elements upon the twisters form-
ing cushlons for the ends of the eross-head.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ISAAC WOMACK.
Witnesses:
 ALEXANDER WOMACK,
J. W. BARRETT.
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