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To all whom tét may concern:
BeitknownthatI, JAMES CORNELIS J OYCE,

a citizen of the United States, residingat Flor- |

1da, in the county of Orange and State of New
York, have invented a new and useful Hold-
back, of which the following is aspecification.

This invention relates to improvements in
holdbacks; and the object is to provide a sim-
ple device for attaching the breeching-strap
to the shafts, the same being so constructed
as to be capable of being readily applied to
and removed from the shafts and adjusted
thereon and autematically locked from back-
ward movement, but freely movable for-
wardly, so that should the traces break or in
any manner become detached from the har-
ness the breeching will be released from the
shafts.

With the above object in view the inven-
tion consists in the novel features of con-
struction hereinafterfully desceribed, particu-
larly pointed out in the claims, and clearly

illustrated by the accompanying drawings,in-

which— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of ashaft having myinvention applied there-
to; I'ig. 2, an end elevation of the Iinvention;
Iig. 3, a vertical sectional view thereof; and
Fig. 4, a detail view of the rear end of the
track, showing a top plan of the same.

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, A designates the base-plate of the
fixed member of my invention, the same be-
Ing considerably greater in longitudinal ex-
tent than in width and secured to the shaft
by screws or other securing devices. Raised
from this base and extending nearly the en-
tire length of the same is a T-shaped track
B, formed in its upper surface with a plural-
1ty of notches or teeth C, having upwardly
and forwardly inclined surfaces and straight
shoulders at the forward ends of said inclined
surfaces. The track is formed at each side
of the series of teeth with flanges D and at
its rear end is inclined, as illustrated at K,
to facilitate the positioning of the movable
member thereon. The movable member is
formed with a centrally-disposed base F, hav-
Ing a T-slot formed therein, so that said
member may be moved upon the track. Xx-
tending upwardly from said base is a stem (7,
upon the forward side of which a loop H is

surface of the track.

| formed, which loop is open at its lower end,

as illustrated. Secured to the outer arm I of
the loop is a spring-plate J, which closes the
open end of the loop and extends into the
slob of the base F and rests upon the upper
T'he stem G is formed
on its rear side at its lower end with an en-
gaging portion K, which is of such size as to
fit between the flanges of the track and which
engages the teeth of the latter.

ing portion K into engagement with the teeth
of the track and to cause the same to abut
against the shoulders of the teeth and
vent rearward movement of said member. In
order to move said member rearwardly, it is
necessary to rock the same on its base, the
lower walls of its slot being formed convex,
as illustrated at I, to permit said rocking
movement. In rockingsaid memberinorder
to disengage its engaging portion from the
teeth of the track it will of course be under-
stood that the inner end of said spring is com-
pressed.

In operation two of the devices above de-

scribed are used, one for each of the shafts,
the breeching being attached to the loops,
while the tracks are secured to the shafts.
The movable members carrying the ends of
the breeching may be very readily positioned
upon the track at the inclined end thereof
and adjusted toproper position. The spring-
plates holding the engaging portions of said
movable members normally abutting the
straight faces of the teeth of the tracks posi-
tively prevent any backward movement of
sald movable members until they are rocked
forwardly, as before set forth. Should the
traces become disengaged from the horse or
the vehicle or broken, the forward movement
of the horse will move said movable mem-
bers forwardly on the track and disengageo
the breeching from the shafts, so that the
horse will not drag the vehicle by the breech-
ing, but will be free therefrom.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. Adeviceof the character described, com-
prising a fixed member to be attached to the
shaft, and formed with teeth, amovable mem-
ber to receive the strap and formed with a

The action
| of the spring-plate J is to force said engag-
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central portion movable upon said fixed mem- |

ber and upon which said movable member

may be rocked, an engaging portion formed

on one side of said central portion to engage
said teeth, a loop formed on the opposite side
of said central portion, and a spring holding
said engaging portion in engagement with the
teeth, substantially as described. _
2. Adeviceofthecharacterdescribed, com-

prising a fixed member to be secured to the

shaft, formed with a series of teeth, a member
movable longitudinally thereon and formed
with anengaging portion to engage said teeth
and an open loop, and a spring-plate carried
by said loop and closing the same, and nor-
mally holding said engaging portion in en-
cagement with the teeth, substantially as de-
scribed.

681,708

3. Adeviceof thecharacter described, coni-
prising a member to be secured to the shaft,
formed with a T-track, a member formed
with a T -slot and movable longitudinally
upon said track, and capable of rocking there-
on, an engaging portion formed on one side
of said base to engage the teeth of the track,
a loop formed on the other side of the base to
receive the strap, and a spring carried by said
loop and having its free end extendingin the
slot of the base and resting upon the upper

20

surface of the track, substantially as de- 30

scribed.,
 JAMES CORNELIS JOYCE.

Witnesses: I
EDWARD M. WOODRUFF,
DAvVID W. Boyb.
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