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1o all whom it may conceriu:

Bo it known that I, WALTER D. YOUNG, Te-
siding at Baltimore eity, State of Marylmm
have invented a new and Improved IFeeder-
Cable Holder for Electriec-Railway Systems,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention seeks to provide a very sim-
ple and inexpensive brackef- casting espe-
cially designed for supporting the feeder or
conductor cable for surface-contact third-rail
systems and carrying it alongside of the rail
at either side. |

My invention in its generic ¢haracter com-
prehends a two-part casting, each half of
which isarranged tobe slipped over the base-
flange of the rail, and each has a pendent
member relatively so arranged that when the
two sections are fitted upon the rail-base
flanges the complete bracket or casting can
be eonvemently and securely made fast by
the use of a single clamp-bolt and nnt.

My invention also consists in certain de-
tails of construction and peculiar combina-
tion of parts, all of which will hereinafter be
fully explained, and particularly pointed out
in the appended claims, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, in which-—

Ifigure lillustrates my invention as applied
for use. FIig.21s a transverse section of the
rail, taken practically on the line 2 2 of Fig.
1, the sectional clamp or bracket member be-
ing set up in an operative position. Tig. 3
1S & perspective view of one of the clamp-sec-
tions, and ¥ig. 4 is a diagrammatic planview
of a portion of a rail and several of thecable-
holding members arranged in a practical co-
operative position. |

Inits practical construction my feeder-wire
holder or clamp consists of two sections, each
of which 1s constructed alike of malleable
iron and arranged to act as ocpposing mem-
bers having special configuration to permit
of coacting with each other in such manner
as to admit of a single bolt securing the two
members pronerly upon the rail adjacent
which it is desired to convey the feeder-cable.
Hach section (indicated by A A) is in the na-
ture of an angle-1ron of rectangular shape in
front elevation and consists of a horizontal
or base membper 1, the inner end of which

merges with a nnht-mf“le pendent member |
2, pr owded with a bolt- apertme 2%, ag clearly |

%

b

shown in l* 1. 3. The outer end of the mem-
Ler1terminatesin an upwardly and inwardly
bent loop 3 to form a socket 5%, having ap-
proximately the height of the edge of the
base of the rail, and the said socket flares up-
wardly, as at 3°, and ends with the vertically-
extending or guard member 4, the upper end
4* of which 1s curved outwardly to facilitate
slipping the cable oversaid end and between
the member4and the rail-web. Tostrengthen
the clamp members, each has Vertieal]y-e:{-
tending ribs 4°,

I‘rom the forewomg, taken in connection
with theaccompanying drawings,it isthought
the advantages of my invention and the man-
ner of its use will be readily apparent.

Infitting upthefeeder-cable the two clamp-
sections are held on the rail to oppose each
other, as shown in Fig. 4, To insert the
cables, said sections are separated from the
rail sufficiently to permit the cables being
passed over the upper ends of the sections
and to pass down over the flanges of the base
to lodge in the sockets 3* adjacent the outer

edge of the said flanges, as clearly shown in
g, 2.

The two members are then drawn to-
ward each other by tightening the single bolt
5 until their flared parts 3° twhtly grip on the
upper faces of the rail-base ﬂanﬂ'e% Thus
the cable will be securely held adj acent the
rall and from accidental displacement.
. 1 prefer to use two clamping members for
each holder, as it provides for supporting the

feeder-cable at one side of the rail and the
return cable at the other side and for secur-

ing the entire clamp device by a single bolt.
I desire it understood, however, that but a
single cable-holding section may be used on
the plan shown and hereinbefore deseribed,
and other means employed for tightly hold-

ing said member on the rail-base under the

scope of the appended claims.

IHaving thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15—

1. A cable-holder clamping member, con-
sisting of a base-pliece, having a depending
portion at one end, and a loop at the other
end, sald loop terminating at its inner end in
&) veltwal guard membel, s0 located as to
leave a space between it and the rail-web.

2. A cable-holder clamping member, con-
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sisting of a base-piece, having a depending
portion at one end and a loop at one end, ar-
ranged to form a socket between the loop and

the base-piece, the lower wall of the socket
being straight and horizontal, and the upper

wall thereof being straight for a portion of
1ts length, and upwardly inclined for the re-
mainder of its length, and said loop termi-
nating in avertical guard.

3. The combination of a rail, and a pair of
cable-holders, each consisting of a base-piece
having depending portions at its inner end,
and a loop at the outer end on the upper side
thereof, the base-pieces being adapted to fit
against the under sides of the rail and the
loops beingadapted to engage the upper faces
of the base at opposite sides of the web of
the rail, said loops forming sockets, and the

681,604

end walls of the sockets being separated from
the opposite edges of the rail-base to recelve
cables, and the upper walls of the sockets
having angular faces to abut the rail-base,
and said loops terminating in vertical guards
remotely separated trom the opposite faces

of said web.

4. As a new article, a clamp-casting, com-

prising a vertical bottom member, having a

bolt-aperture, a horizontal portion, termi-
nating at theouterend ina flange, and cable-
receiving socket, and a vertical extension,

‘the upper end of which flares outward, for

the purposes deseribed.
WALTER D. YOUNG.

Witnesses: |
FRED G. DIETERICH,
H. B. ATHEY.
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