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JOHN M. CORSON, OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY.

TENT.

SPECIFIGA_.TION forming part of Letters Patent No. 68 1,301, dated August 27, 1901.
Applioatioﬁ_ﬁled January 31,1900, Renewed April 4, 1901, Serial No. 54,354, (No model,)

Io all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, JOEN M. CORSON, of the

United States Army, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Tents; and
I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as willenable othersskilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.
The invention relates to tents, and more
particularly to tents for hospital use.
During the recent Spanish-American war
and the present Hilipino rebellion it has been
proven that in a tropical country with great
rainfall it is absolutely necessary for the
health and efficiency of the command that
the troops be well housed and sheltered on
floored tents raised at least three feet from the

ground, and even in the United States this

custom 18 being almost universally adopted.
Besides, the flooring of these tents should be
made of ““matched” lumber, as in the use of
the ordinary rough lumber it is impossible to

bring the boards sufficiently close together to

prevent the entrance of moisture and mias-
matic gases arising from the soil, which ren-
der the command susceptible to malarial at-
tacks. From practical experience I have
found that it is better to sleep on the ground
with a heavy rubber blanket under the body
than in a loosely-constructed low-floored tenf,
By using matched lumber this difficulty is ob-
viated. 3 |

As to the advaniages of a lightly-built and
easily-assembled portable flooring for tents,
the following may be cited as a few:
- Commanders have found to their chagrin
and inconvenience the difficulty experienced
in getting skilled labor and the delay in con-
structing flooring and tent superstructure
from rough lumber, the method now invari-
ably in use. By use of the flooring herein
described, on account of its compactness and
lightness of build and the ease, simplicity,
and rapidity with which it may be assembled,
thisdifficultyisovercome. When taken down
and properly packed, it occupies very little

more space than the raw lumber it contains
and fully thirty per cent. less than is neces-

sary to build the superstructure on the lines
as at present adopted. |

Experience has shown thateven in the best-
regulated and most sanitary camps it is inad-

| above the tent.

| visable to occupy the ground for a longer pe-
| rlod than two or three months, and in the case

of the outbreak of any epidemic disease imme- 55

diate removal is absolutely demanded. With
the present heavy, bulky, and cumbersome
structures the process of removal for even
short distances is very slow and tedious and
for long distances alimost impracticable and
well-nigh impossible. In case of an outbreak
of an epidemic contagious disease disinfec-

| tion would be extremely tedious and in any

case 1ts efficiency questionable. With my
improved portable structure transportation
would be extremely easy and rapid.” The six
or eight men oceupying a regulation hospital-
tent, the size now almost universally adopted,
could unpack and assemble or take down and
pack the structure in at least half an hour.
As the floor of the tent is construected of
planed smooth lumber, leaving no roughness
forthelodgment of disease,disinfection would
be simple and easy. To wash the smooth sur-
taces with an antisepticsolution would be suf-
ficient. | | o

In the case of tents raised three feet from
the ground all who have had practical ex-
perience will know that the guys will have
to be two and three times their usual length,
and in a moist climate with the constant dry-
ing and wetting of the ropes it is well nigh

impossible to keep the fly raised above the
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tent, and that on account of the great con-

traction of a long rope the tent-pins are be-
ing constantly pulled out or loosened. With
the use of outriggers two-foot guys are suf-
fictent, and owing to their flexibility they
will givein the case of contraction or take up
the slack in the case of expansion, and thus
always keep the guys taut and the fly raised

" With the above object in view the inven-

tion consists in certain features of construe-

tion and combination of parts, which will be
hereinafter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of myimproved tent, show-
ing it set up. Fig. 2 is a plan view with the
ily and tent-covering removed. Fig. 3 is a
detail perspective view of one of the interme-
diate compartment-sections, showing the lon-
gitudinal braces and the outrigeers connected
thereto. Fig. 4 is a similar view of one of
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the compartment-sections after the braces |

and outriggers have been disconnected there-
from and inclosed within the said section.
Fig. 5 is a side elevation of one of the longi-
tudinal intermediate braces. Fig.61sa simi-
lar view of one of the outrigger-braces. Fig.
7 is a detail perspective view of one of the
outrigeers. Fig. 8isan enlarged detail view,
partly in section, taken from the inner side
of one of the outrigger-braces. Fig. 9 1s a
similar view of one of the outer upper longi-
tudinal braces. Fig. 10 is a view of one of
the floor-sections. |

In the construction of the foundation of
the tent I take a series of sections 1, shown
in the present instance as four in number,
and connect them at their ends by the upper
and lower longitudinal braces 2 and 3, re-
spectively, which are bolted 1n place, the
holes in the material being previously made
to receive the bolts. These braces are com-
nected intermediate their ends by what I will

term ‘‘intermediate,” ¢ upper,” and ‘‘longi-

tudinal” braces 4 and 5, respectively, which
are likewise bolted to the sections, and to
further insure a positive connection and pre-
vent spreading are formed with notches 6,

~ which engage the upper and lower cCross-
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pieces 7 and 8, respectively, of each section.
These sections each consist of the horizontal
parallel pieces 7 and 8, secured to the ends
of which, on each side, are posts 9 and 10,

~ diagonal braces 11 and 12, and intermediate
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posts 13 and 14. The intermediate longitu-
dinal braces 4 and 5 are arranged on Oppo-
site sides of the posts 13 and 14 and are bolted
thereto. The upper edges of the longitudi-
nal braces 2 project above the upper ends of
the posts and the upper edge of the horizon-
tal piece 7, so that when the floor - sections
15, which consist of smooth tongued-and-
orooved boards, screwed or otherwise secured
10 cleats 17, are placed upon the upper cross-
pieces of the compartment-sections the upper
surfaces of the boards will be flush with the
upper edges of the outer longitudinal braces
o and will prevent said boards shifting lat-
erally. - |

18 denotes the outriggers, the lower ends of
which are beveled, as shown at 19, and which
are bolted to the cross-pieces 1. These out-
riggers extend through the end posts of the
compartment-sections and are bolted thereto,
as at 20, and have their outer ends rabbeted,
as shown at 21. To the rabbeted ends 21 are
bolted the outrigger-braces 22, secured to the
inner sides of which is a plate 23, to which is
pivoted a double hook 24, adapted when not
in use to fit into a groove 25, formed in the
said plate, and be made flush with the sur-
face of the outrigger-brace. |

26 denotes a plate secured to the outer sides
of the upper and outer longitudinal brace 2

“and provided with a pivoted hook 27, which,

like the hook 24, when not in use is adapted
to be folded into a recess 28.

| 27 and disengaging the

.....
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sists of the top 30, the end walls 31, the side
walls 32, and thefly33. Thetentis supported
in an upright position by the posts 34, the side
walls being held to the longitudinal braces 2
by loops or ropes 359, engaged with the hooks
97. The top of the tentis held in position DY
the guys 36, which arepassed under the lower
edges of the outrigger-braces and up over the
upper edges thereot and engaged with the
upper section of the hook 24, while the flies
are retained in position by the guys 37, which
are passed over the upper edges of the out-
rigger-braces and under the lower edges and
engaged withthe lower section of the hook 24.

When it is desired to pack the tent for stor-
age or transportation,
moved by removing the loops from the hooks
_ oguys from the hooks
94. The outer and intermediate upper and
lower longitudinal braces are now removed by
unserewing the nuts from the bolts,as are like-
wise the outriggers and the outrigger-braces.

| A1l the braces and the outriggers are now in-

serted in the compartment-sections, as shown
in Fig. 4, in which two outriggers and two
longitudinal braces are shown in position.
The compartment-sections are stacked one
upon the other and the floor-sections placed
upon the compartment-sections or alternately
between the same, as may be desired.

" From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, operation, and advantages
of my improved tent will be readily apparent
without requiring. an extended explanation.

the tent-covering isre-
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Tt will be seen that the tent is simple of

construetion, may be made at small cost, and
is exceedingly well adapted for the purpose
for which it is designed, and it will of course
be understood that various changes in the
form, proportion, and the minor details of
construction may be resorted to without de-
parting from the principle or sacrificing any
of the advantages of this invention.

Having thus described the invention, what

105

I110O

is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-

ters Patent, 18— . |

1. In a tent of the character described, the
combination with the compartment-gsections;
of braces removably connected thereto and
adapted to beinclosed therein when the tent
is knocked down for storage or transporta-
tion, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth. |

9. In a tent of the character described, the
combination of the compartment -sections
each of which consists of the upper and lower
board or strip and end posts secured to the
onposite sides of the strips at thelr ends and
spaced apart to form, in con} unction with the
upper and lower boards, compartments, and
braces for removably connecting said sections
to form the foundation of the tent, said braces,
when the tent is knocked down for storage or
transportation, adapted to be inclosed within
the compartments, substantially as and for

29 denotes the tent-covering, which con- 'the purpose set forth.
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3. In atent, the combination with its foun- | guys fastened to the top of the tent-covering
dation supported above the ground and con- | and flies and passed around said outrigger-
sisting of knockdown sections; of a floor sup- | braces and engaged with said hooks, substan- 13-
f ported upon said foundation, outriggers con- | tially as and for the purpose set forth.

ﬁ 5§ nected by braces, a tent-covering, flies, and In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
: guys connecting the tent-covering and flies | my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
with the outrigger-braces, substantially as | nesses.
and for the purpose set forth. |
4, In a tent, the combination with the top - JOHN M. CORSON.
1o and flies of the tent-covering; of outriggers, Witnesses:
f. braces connecting the outriggersand provided R. S. WHITNEY,
J on their inner sides with double hooks, and | GEO. T. KNOX.
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