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To aZZ w?wm it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE . PETERSON

;;§ ,-a, citizen of the Umted States, residing in the
_;g-;;county of Nemaha and State of Nebraska,-
.5 have invented certain new and useful Im-
...~ provementsin Wagon-Beds; and I do hereby
.. declare the followmw to be a full, clear, and |
s exact description of the mvenmon such as
... will enable others skilled in the. art to which
1t apperta,ms to.make and use the same.

My invention relates to 1mpr0vements' in
wagons, and has for its object the production

Of a wagon provided with a bed all parts of
;,'f;g-i";;f;."i'i-f."-f-§_",;_‘whmh may be. rigidly secured ton'ether and

e 15 yet capable of - belng readily sepa,rated and
e f,a__;;-yf;,jj;;the various parts belncr prowded W1th means

fjf';..rif01 taking up wear.

It conmsts of certam novel constluctmns

combmatwns and arrangements of parts, as
.20 will be heremafter more fully descrlbed dnd
Rt zfgz;clalmed R

In the aecompanymw dmwmﬂ's mee 1

?represents a  transverse ver 1310&1 seetlon
;. " through a wagon:bed prowded with the fea-
.. 25 tures of my invention.
- .. fragmentary view,in transverse section, of the
. means carried by the bolster for supportmn*- '
Ciipiocoo the mdes of the wagon-bed in their vertical
CHER ,,p051t10n

- Fig. 3represents asegmental view,

... 30 1nside elevatlon of the parts shown i in Fig. 1.
oo Fig. 41epresentsaslwhtly—modlﬁed eonstruc- :

~ tion of the parts shown in Fig. 2, and Fig. 5

.--._represents a fragmentary defail perspectwe'
...+ ..view of one of the sides of the Wagon-bed_
.. 35 carrying a strap-iron for en D'a,glnﬂ' one of the

. transverse angle-irons.

"~ In the construction and operatmn of wa,fr-l__
:;'?:._;ons I have found that it is often necessary to

~ remove the wagon box or bed from the run-
> ning-gears for hauhnfr lnmber or other pur-

poses, and 1t usually reqmres two men to re-

. sists in constructing a Waﬂ‘on bed which may
. Dbe separated into a number of parts and the

;_parts removed by one person. In order to

.-_.'a'.;}accomphsh this, I provide a bottom to the bed
S OR box composed of a number of longitudinal

-.:;f'i_-pleces as 11, and each of the sides of a plece,

‘as 2, and these parts are preferably sup-

'fj;['ported by a bolster, as 3. At suitable dis-

S . tances in the length of each of the sides 2 are

as at 5’ & .
‘wagon-bed and &da,pted to be secured to the

as 19 19.
Fig. 2 represents a

tmnsveraely of the side plece and have theu

lower ends extending below the lower edge !

thereof, as at 5 5, which extensions are pro-
vided on their outer faces with ratchet-teeth,
Arranged transversely of the

under face of each of the pieces 1 1 are any .

‘number of angle-irons or L-shaped beams, as
6, at suitable pomts intermediate the. lenﬂ'th .
_of the wagon-box and preferably correspond-
ing in numbel to the number of strap-irons

“Each of the o

4 upon one side of the wagon.
L-beams 6 is secured to each of the pieces11
by means of rivets or bolts, as 7 7, which pass

,throu oh the said pleces 1 and through elon-

oated slots, as 8 8,in the beam 6 and are pro-

vided with smtable washers, as 9 9, for cov-
ering said slots 8.
18 provlded with an aperture, as at 10, adapt-
ed to permit the ready passage ther ethroun'h

Each end of eaeh beam 6

of projection 5 of strap-iron 4, and each of
said ends is prowded with a castlnn* or iron,
as 18, secured in position by means of bolbs,

18 is prowded with suitable ratchet-teeth, as

20, which are adapted to engage the teeth 5
of Stl‘&p irons 4 upon each Slde of the wagon-

bed, whereby any play between the sides and

-'-'bottom of the wagon-bed caused by shrink:
age Or wear may be readily taken up. Should |

wear or shrinkage cause pieces 11 to become

loosened, the same may be readily forced to- -

gether and held against spreading by means

;Of bolts 77, the Slots 88 permlttmo‘ of the lat- |
eral movement of the said pieces. .

- As a means for suppmbmﬂ' the side pleees

21in a vertical position I provide an arm, as

13, carried by each end of each bol&ter 3,
thh arm is pivotally secured at its lower -
end, as at 14, by means of a bolt passed there-

,thmugh and throu gh said bolster, thesaidarm
| being bifurcated at its lower: end and passed
to either side of said bolster, or the same may g5
be simply straight and secured at only one

side thereof, as deswed The top of each arm
13 is plowded with a hook, as 15, which is
adapted to engage the top edﬂ'e of side 2 and
retain said suile in p031t10n but in order to

arran ﬂ'ed strap 11*0115, as 4, which are secured rled by sald arm and adapted to 1nclose the

The inner face of each of theirons

100 O
so retain said side 2 I find it necessary to pro-
vide a brace, as 16, secured by a lug, as 17,

formed upon arm 13 and a ring, as 17, car-
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upper end.of brace 16,-whereby.gaid arm W111
be retained in a vertical position. ‘Thebrace
16 is preferably hinged at its lower end to
bolster 3 by means of a rod or bolt, as 23,

‘pivotally securing the lower end of said brace
in any suitable manner, wherebysaid brace, ;

when disengaged from luo' 17 and ring 17/,

may be swung down and eut of the way of
arm 13 and permit sald arm to be p

from a vertical to a horizontal plane, and

thereby allow of the ready removal of the side

2, which side need onlyto be swung outward |

ivoted !

681,134

2 A Wagon, .comprising in -its .construc-
tion -a ‘bed having a bottom and sides, a bol-
ster supporting the same, means for taking

{up wear in the bottom, and means for re-

66

movably securing each of the said sides, com-

prising-an .avm-pivotally secured to each end
| of said bolster and provided with a hooked
portion at its upper end and adapted to sup-
port said sides, a brace pivotally secured to
said bolster and adapted to support said arm,

and locking means for securing said arm and

said :brace together, the construction being

30
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to disengage ratchet-teeth 5' from teeth 20, a | such that when said brace is disengaged from 7o
similar pivoted brace, as 25, supportmg eaeh said arm, the arm may be swung from its
of strap-irons 4. A nut, as. 21 is prefembly vertical to a horizontal plane,' and the said
threaded on the outer end of bolt 23 for pre- | side may he readily removed.
Ventmg the aeelaental removal of brace 16, 3. Awagon-bed, eompmsmg in its constriic-
which brace may be removed by the remeva,l | tion a rbottom 3 mdes, means for supporting 75
of said nut. When the brace 16, however,is | the sides in a vertical position, and means
locked at its u pper end in enﬂagement w1th i for taking up wear between said bottom and
arm 13 by means of lug 17 and ring 17/, ltr sides, comprising angle-irons secured trans-
 will ﬁrmly and rigidly retam the sa,ld arm in ; | versely of said bed and extending beyond the
pos1t10n and the side 2 will be thereby sup- | sides thereof and formed with apertures in 8o
ported in its vertical posmon A suitable | their ends, strap-irons secured to said sides
lug or shoulder, as 24, may ‘be formed upon {and extendmg beyond tlie lower edge there-
.t,he outer end ef bolster 3 in contact with | of and each formed with ratchet- teeth upon
‘brace 16 for receiving the strain upon said said extension, such extension being adapted
brace. A suitable end- -gate rod, as 22, may | to be passed throucrh the aperture in one end 85
be empleyed for assisting in reta,mmn' the | of one of said anﬂ‘le-lrons, a casting formed
sides 2in their vertical position when deslred | with ratchet-teeth adapted to engage the
and when such rod is used it will of course | teeth of said extension of one of the strap-
be necessary to remove the same befere re- { irons, and means for securing said easting to
moving said side pieces 2. 1 said angle-iron, substantlally as descrlbed 90
| Altheun*h I have deecrlbed in detail one|{ 4. The combination with a -wagon provided
specific embodlment of my invention, yet I { with a bed and eupperbmﬂ'-bolsters, of means
do not wish te be understood as limiting my- { for dismantling said bed for removing the
self to the exact strueture specified, but shall § same from the running-gears and means for
feel at llberty to deviate from the exact size, | retaining the same in pos1t1en when the parts g5
| sha,pe, and minor details of my 1m1proved 1 are assembled comprising pivoted arms car-
wagon-bed within the Spirit and . scope of the | ried by the ends of gaid bolsters, adapted to
-plesenb invention. t engage the sides of said bed for supporting
- Having thus deseribed my invention, what ;-the same in a vertical position, or be swung
Iclaim as new, and deswe tosecure by I Letters { out of engagement therewith, means carued 100
~ Patent, is— by said bolsters for suppertmfr sald arms, |
1. Aweﬂ‘en bed, comprising inits construe- | means for receiving the strains upon said
tion side pieces, lommtudmal strips forming | supports, bra,nsverse beams adjustably se-
~ the bottom of said bed means for removably cured to the bottom of said bed, strap-irons.
supporting said: side pieces in their vertical | carried by sald sides and adapted to engage 103

55

position, :;md means for taking up wear be-
tween said bettom strips, comprising a beam

with; elengated slots intermediate its length,

given relatwn to each other substentlally as
descrlbed

“said transverse beams, and means for bracing
F sald strap-irons; eubsta.ntmlly as deserlbed
extending transversely thereof and formed !}

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

| signature in presence of two witnesses.
~ bolts. passed. through: said apertures: and se- | |
cured to-said leumbudmal strips, and means |
for retaining sald longitudinal strips in a

GEORGE H. PETERSON.,

W itnesses:
C. E. MEAD,
CHARLES F Woobn.
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