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1o all whom It may concermn:

Be it known that I, JoHN L. CONNER, a ¢iti-
zen of the United States residing at Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, have In-
vented new and useful Improvements in Can-
Openers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation, |

Myinvention relates to that class of devices
or implements designed especially for open-
ing cans to permit the removal of contents,
although capable of varied uses and of more
or less | general application.

My mventlon consists, essentially, of a flat
blade fitted toor promded with a handle por-
tion and having one or both of its edges bev-
eled or formed as a cutting edge, the point of
sald blade being turned at or about right an-
gles to the width of the blade, so as to lie in
a plane at about right angles to the plane of
the said cutting edge or edges, said point
serving to penetrate the can in the first in-
stance and said device being then turned so
that the cutting edge of the blade is about at
right angles with the surface to be cut and
sald point lying below in contact with the
under surface to be cut and serving as a ful-
crum about which the device moves during
1ts cutting operation, the disposition of the
parts being such that the cutting edges of the
can are turned inward away from the hand
of the operator, so as not to injure the latter.

In the accompanying drawings, in which

similar letters of reference indicate corre-.

sponding parts, Higure 1 represents a per-
spective view of the device in operative posi-
tion. Xig. 2 is an edge view of said device.
Irig. 3 is a cross-sectional view on the line x
of Fig. 1.

In carrying out my invention I employ a

blade A of material, as steel, suitable to cut
the sheet metal of which cans, pipes, or like
receptaclesordevicesare usually made. This

blade may be a flat blade, by which I mean

it may have opposite sides essentially paral-
lel to give the blade a substantially uniform
tmck:ness, but I prefer to form one side of
the blade flat and the opposite side tapering
or rounded from the central portion towal(l
each edge, as shown at @ in Fig. 3, whereby
during the cutting operation these inclined
surfaces turn the cut edges of the can inward

and away from the operator’s hand and pre- |

(
l

vent any abrasion or tendency to injure the
hand, a feature common to many can-open-
ors now on the market. DBoth edges of the
blade I prefer to bevel or form with a eutting-

surface, as shown at b, which will adapt the
device for either rwht or left hand persons

and also prolong its term of use; but 1 may
form but one of the said edges as the cut-
ting-surface without any departure from the
spiritof my invention. Thepointot the blade
I turn upwardly from what I term the ‘‘in-
ner” or ‘‘tapered” surface A’, so that the
point will stand at or about 110‘hL angles with
the width of the blade and also with its cut-
ting edge or edges, the upturned portion B
being of less width at the base than the width

| of the blade and having said base joining the

cutting edge or edges by a curved line at ¢,
which forms the initial portion of said cut-
ting edge and facilitates the cutting opera-
tion. T'he outer portion of the part B is ta-
pered at d from the sides to a point which
lies substantially in the longitudinal central
plane of the blade A, said tapered portions
d being beveled or otherwise formed as cut-
ting edn*es to assist the portion b5 in its pene-
tlatlon of the can or part to be cut.

In the operation of the device the blade A
is held about parallel with the can, and the
point of the upturned portion B 1s pressed
into the can or part to be cut, its shape and
cutting edges making this initial operation
sm:}ple and easy of aecmnpllshment The
part B being pressed into the can to the depth
of the base of the said part, the device is then
turned until the blade A sfands about at
right angles with the surface to be cut, and
the portion B lies beneath said surface and
essentially parallel with it. The handle por-
tion is now rocked back and forth, the part
B beneath the surface to be cut serving as a
fulerum about which the device turns, and
the edges of the blade A cut through the sur-
face and at the same time turn Inward the
raw or cut edges produced by the blade.

The device 1s simple and easily manipu-
lated and is effective in operation. It is
cheaply made and yet strong and durable.
it will also be found useful as a tool for serap-
ing pipes or joints, for gouging, scarfing, and
for many other purposes.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
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1 claim asnew, and desiretosecure by Letters | having its point turned to lie in a plane sub-

Patent, is—

stantially at right angles to said edge, and

1. Asan article of manufacture a tool com- | having its extremity lying interior to said

prising a blade having a cutting edge said

blade having its point turned substantially
at right angles to the width of said blade and
the cutting edge thereof and adapted to pene-
trate the can or other article to be severed.

2. As an article of manufacture, a can-
openerincluding a blade provided with a cut-
ting edge, and an extension of the point of
the blade standing at about right angles to
the width of the blade and having a pointed
extremity lying substantially in the longitu-
dinal central plane of the blade.

3. A can-opener or like device including a
blade having cutting edges on opposite sides,
sald blade having its point turned substan-
tially at right angles to the cutting edges and

with its extremity lying interior to said edges. |

4. A can-opener or like device including a
blade having a cutting edge and having a
sarface back of the edgeineclined, said blade |

edge. |

5. A can-opener or like device comprising
a blade essentially flat upon one side and
having the opposite side diverging from the
cenfral pertion toward the edges said edges

‘being sharpened, and an extension of the

point of the blade, lying substantially at
right angles to said edges, having its sides

tapering to a point and beveled or sharpened,

and having 1ts base portion joining the cut-
ting edges of the blade by cutting edges which
diverge from said base, and a handle portion
for the device.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses.

JOHN L. CONNER.
Witnesses: |
T. W. FOWLER,
CHAPMAN VW. FOWLER.

25

30

35

40




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

