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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ROBERT E. VAN COURT, OF NEWTON, IOWA.

'COMBINED LADDER AND TRUGK.

SPECIFICATION forming p&r‘b of Le'i;ters Pa.tent No. 680,402, dated August 13 1901,

Application filed Janumy 21, 1901 Serml No, 44,173

(No model.)

To all whom Tt may concerve:
Be it known that I, ROBERT E. VAN COURT,

acitizen of the Unlted States, residing at New- '_

ton,in the countyof Jasperand State of Towa,
ha.ve invented new and useful Improvements
in a Combined Ladder and Truck, of which
the following is a specification.

This 1nvent1011 relates to new and useful

improvementsin a combined ladderand truck
or extension-truck; and its primary object is
to provide acheap and durable device of this
character which may be readily converted

from a wheelbarrow into either a step or ex- |

tension ladder, or vice versa. |
Another objectis toemploymeans whereby
the movable sections of the ladder may be se-
curely locked in any position to which they
may be moved in relation to each other. .
Yith these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the novel construction

and combination of parts hereinafter more

fully desceribed and claimed, and iliustrated in

the accompanying drawings, showing the pre-

ferred form of my invention, and in which—

Figurel is a perspective viewof the device
in the form of a step-ladder. Fig.2isan ele-
vation of the truck form of this device.
31is an elevation of an extension-ladder. Kig.
4 is a similar view of the wheels employed in
connection with the device; and Fig. 5 1s an
enlarged section through a portion of the de-
vice, showing the locking means of the lad-
der-sections.

Referring tothe figures by nuinerals of ref-
erence, 1 1 are side strms having handles 2
formed atone end thereof and which are con-

nected by cross-strips or rounds 3, as shown.

At the end of the side strips farthest removed
from the handles is arranged a receptacle 3%,
of any desired form, which is open toward
the cross-strips or rounds, and the outer end
4 of which serves as a platform for the device
when the same is used as a step-ladder. An
open bearing 5 is arranged at the lower edge
of the 1eceptacle 3X at each side thereof and

is adapted to receive the axle 6 of wheels 7.

Collars 8 are formed with this axle, so as to
prevent the receptacle 3 from moving side-
wisethereon againstthe hubs 7 of the wheels.

Side strips 9 are pivoted to the main side
strips 1, one to each side of the receptacle 37,
and these are adapted to swing into poswmn

1

Fig, |

|

over the side faces of the side strips 1. »uit-
able eross-strips 10 connect these side strips

9 and serve the purpose of rounds when the
device isused as an extension-ladder. These

side strips 9 have handles 9%, which provide.

an extension to thetruck and are also adapted
to brace and supportthe side strips1 when the

device is used as a step-ladder.

A lever 11 is pivoted between ears 12, which
extend outward from each side qtmp 9, and
each lever is provided at one end with anin-
wardly-extending arm 13, which is normally
held projected into an &perture 14, formed
within the side strip 9, by means of a coil-
spring 15. |

A seﬂ‘mental arrangement of apertures or

recesses 16 are located at desired intervals

within the outer face of each side of the re-
ceptacle 3%, and any one of these is adapted
to receive the arm 13 of the adjacent lever 11.

When the device is used as a wheelbar-
row or truck, the bearing 5 is placed upon

the axle and the side strips 9 are locked in

the position shown in Fig. 2. By removing
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the bearings from their axle and a,dJustmo' |

the side stups 9 at an angle to the side strips -

1 and locking the same in such position the
device may be used as a step-ladder, and by
swinging the side strips 9so as to permit the
same to extend upward from one end of the

side strips 1 the device isin condition for use

as an extension-ladder. (Seel'ig.3.) When
thus extended and mounted on the axle the
device provides an extended truck. This de-

vice is especially adapted for use by work--

men, as by employing the same tools may be
readily moved from place to place and the

30

wheelbarrow or truck then eonverted into a 9o

Jladder.
In the foregoing description I ha,ve shown

the preferr ed form of myinvention; but I do

~not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that

modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any
of the advantages thereof, and I therefore re-
serve the right to make all such changes as
fairly fall within the scope of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with a ladder having a
receptacle at one end and facing the Cross-
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strips or rounds thereof; of braces pivoted | one of the series of recesses formed within -

to the main strips abt opposite sides of the re-
ceptacle; means for locking the braces at a
desired angle to the ladderorin linewith the
latter; open bearings extending from the bot-
tom of the receptacle; wheels, and an axle
thereto adapted to project into the bearings.

2. The combination with a ladder having
handles at one end thereof; of a receptacle
at the opposite end of the ladder and facing
the eross-strips or rounds thereof; braces

- pivoted to the main strips at the opposite

-sides of the receptacle; cross-strips connect-

ing the same; a lever pivoted upon each

15 brace; an arm thereto adapted to engage any

i

the main strips and the side of the recepta-
cle, a spring for holding the arm normallyin
engagement with the recesses, open bearings
extending from the bottom of the receptacle,
wheels, an axle thereon adapted to project
into the bearings, and collars upon the axle
for preventing lateral movement of the re-
ceptacle. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

| ROBERT E. VAN COURT.

Witnesses: |

JAY CLARK,
A, R. TORRELL.
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