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To all whom & may concermn:

Be it known that I, RALPH W. POPE, a citi-
zen 0f the United States of America, and a
resident of Elizabeth, county of Union, State
of New Jersey, (whose post-office address is
26 Cortlandt street, New York, N. Y.,) have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Cabinet File-Boxes, of which the
following is a specification. |

My invention relates to improvements in |

cabinet filing-boxes—that is to say, boxes
which are adapted to be arranged in groups
in cabinet form for the reception of letters,
pamphlets, invoices, memoranda, and the
like, as shown in Letters Patent No. 646,491,
oranted to me March 27, 1900; and the inven-
tion particularly relates to the construction
of the unit, section, or box. o

Each of the boxes according to my inven-
tion is so constructed that it has a front lid
or door, with an extension whichis acted upon
by a spring located or concealed in a pocket
formed in one or both of the sides of the box
and so arranged that it will hold the door in
its shut or closed position orin any interme-
diate position and will also when the door is
raised hold it in its open position. With a
box or a group of boxes so constructed the
user simply raises the lid of the desired box,
when he has complete access thereto, and the
door will remain in open position, to signal
which box has been used, until closed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
a, front elevation of my improved filing-box
with the door in its raised or open position.
Tig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. Fig.3disa

side elevation, the rear part of the box being

omitted for convenience of illustration, show-
ing the end of the door in slightly-different
form. Fig. 4 is a side elevation, also partly
broken away, showing the end of the door re-
inforced with a metal cap. FIig. 5 18 a top
plan view of the end portion of the box and
door in the position shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 6
is a side elevation showing end portion of the
door of Fig. 4. TFig. 7 is a similar fragmen-

tary view of Fig. 6, showing the opposite end |

of the door also provided with a reinforcing

metal cap.
Insaiddrawings,Aisa

be of any desired dimensions and is prefer-
ably rectangular in form. The box A has a | with by adjoining

1 top a, bottom B, side pieces C D, and door

E, adapted to close its front end. The box
may be made of wood or other suitable ma-
terial. The topaisformed with an extension

extent of the thickness of the door E, which
is hinged on its upper outer edge to the lower
edge of said overhang b, and when in its down

In the front end of one or both of the sides
of the box is formed a recess or pocket d,

the lower edge of the side piece, and to said
i lower edge 1s secured a forwardly-acting flat
‘move back and forth in its recess.
The front corner of the topa over the front
.upper corner of the side pieceis cut away or
andercut to permit free movement of the up-
| per end of the spring F, and the door K is
formed with an extension e, adapted when
the door is closed to fit into said undercut
portion or space and at all times to bein en-
cagement with the spring or springs L.
When the door is closed, the extensions e ex-
tend above the axes of the hinges f and the
springs I engage them on their inner sides,
but above the axes of said hinges, thereby
pressing the door in the direction opposite to
the movement of the spring, which is out-
ward, and holding the doorin said closed po-
sition. As the door is raised in opening, the
spring bears constantly upon a different por-
tion of the extension e, so that when entirely
raised and the box open the said spring if
bears against the opposite side of the exten-

then been turned to a position below the line
of the axes of the hinges, when 1t serves to
hold the door in that position until it is for-
| cibly closed.
standsin that position, affording complete ac-
‘cess to the entire front end of the box for the
insertion or removal of its contents, permit-
ting the user to employ both hands in remov-
ing or inserting the same. The spring or
springs being inclosed in recesses or pockets
in the end pieces of the box, as stated, will

' not in any manner interfere with the free

iling-box,which may | use of the entire interior space thereof, nor

can the action of said spring be interfered
boxes, since they are

which becomes shallow and terminates near
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b, overhanging the sides and bottom to the -
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or closed position an even front is provided.

spring F, the upper end of which is free to "
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sion e—that is, the upper side—which has
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The door being thus held open
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in operation the door would be by fI’IthDIl be-
tween said extension and the spring eapable

sitions. As indicated in Fig. 3, the exten-
sion from the end of the door upon which the

o . 680,354

equally protected from the outside as well as
the inside. --

In Figs. 1, 2, and 5 the extensions e are in-
dicated : as short prolongations of the door E,
and they may be so constructed and of the
same material as the door, or the end pieces,

inelading the projections e may be attached |

{o the dom effecting a saving of material as
well as serving a8 r'einforeements thereof.

As indicated in Fig. 4, a thin sheet-metal
cap (x is secured upon the end of the door,
which may be then of the same width through—
out, the cap itself extending beyond the width
of the door to form an extension ¢, which is
similar in operation to the extension e. Both
ends of the door may be thus reinforced to
prevent warpingorsplitting, and if the spring
15 emnployed at one end only.the extension g
may be omitted at the other end, the eap G
fitting smoothly over the end, as mdmated in
IFig. 7. |

The extension e in its stinplest form, Kigs.

1, 2, 4, and 5, 1s rounded at the end, so tha,t'

of being held stationary in several positions
mtermedmte its entirely open or closed po-

spring It acts may be also projected inward
to form cam €', which may also be formed by
& conespondmwly -shaped metal cap, as de-
scribed in connection with Fig. 4. The ad- |
vantage of this construction is that the spring ]
is undel a higher degree of tension when the |
door is closed than with the simpler form and |
so0 will be more foreibly held in its closed po- |
sition, which may be desirable undersome cir-

cu msmneeb |

As will be understood by those skilled in 4o

the. art, the construction is capable of minor
modifications without departmﬂ* from my in-
vention. | |

Having deseribed my mventlon what I
claim 1s—

1. A file-box having a top piece overhang-

ing thesidesand bottom thereof, adoor hinged
| at its upper edge tosaid top piece and adapt-
-ed to close against the sides and bottom to
| form a uniform front, a pocket or recess in
the side of said box, said pocket extending
“into the ovelhanﬂ'mﬂ' top, a lateral extension
“upon the end of the hinged door adapted to

move in said pocket or recess, and a spring
of less width than the side of the box and con-
tained in the pocket or recess and adapted to
engage the projection upon the door to hold

16 in its closed or open position.

2. A file-box having a top piece overhnngﬂ

‘ing the sides and bottom, a door hinged: at its 6o
upper edge to said top p1eee and &dapted to

close afra,mst the sides and bottom: to form a
umform front, a reinforced extension from
sald door projectinﬂ' laterally beyond its

“hinged edge, a pocket formed within the end

of the Slde Of the box and extending into the

-overhanging top, a spring within sa,ld pocket
secured at its. lower end and bearing with 1ts
free end against the extension upon the door
‘and moving therewith as the door is opened
and closed to hold it in position.

Signed by me at New Ymk N.Y., this 2411
-day of July, 1900. |

_RALPH_ . POPE.

Witnesses:
FRANKELAND J ANNTUS,
J. S. DE SELDING.
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