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‘ing mail of individual houses.
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(Na model,)

To all whom it may concer:

- Be it known that I, ALANSON M. KEENEY,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Adrian, in the county of Lenawee and State |

of I thhlgan have invented a new and usefal

Letter-Box, of Whl@h the following is a speci-

fication.

- This invention relates to letter=-boxes, and
has for its object to provide an linproved box
of this character which is especially designed
for rural-delivery systems and adapted for
containing the delivered mail and the outgo-
It is, further-
more, designed to arrange the box for con-
venience in removing the mail therefrom and
to render the same weather-proof, so as to

prevent damage tothe mail by rain, snow, and
the like, and, finally, to provide for indicat-
ing that the box contains mail-matter and for

controlling such indicating means by the lid
or cover of the box.

With this and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changesin the form, proportion,
size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 1s a perspective
view of a letter-box emhodying the present
invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional
view thereof. I‘w' 3 1s' a longitudinal sec-
tional view taken on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a vertical detall sectional view taken

longitudinally through one end of the hinged

connection of the 11d or ¢cover. Kig.d1sa de-
tail plan view of one end of the hlnﬂ*ed por-
tion of the lid.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the ﬁn*m es of the
drawings.

Refmrmn* to the dla,wmﬂ's it will be seen
thatthe body of the box1is substantmlly semi-

~ eylindrical in shape and consists of the oppo-

site segmental ecast-iron end pleces 1 and 2

so and the sheet-metal body-piece 3, which is

bent to fit the curved marginal edcres of the |

[ end pieces or heads.

Each end piece has its
upper edge made flat and inclined down-

wardly and forwardly, as indicated at 4 in -

Fig. 2 of the drawings, while the sheef-metal
body-piece termmateq at the opposite ends of
the flat top edges of the end pieces in the re-
spective front and rear stiffenin o-beads 5 and
6, thereby forming rounded edges for the top
of the box. For ‘convenience in connecting
the sheet-metal body and the end pieces each
of the latter is provided with an inner later-

ally-projected marginal flange 7, which is lo-

cated slightly inwardly from the convex edge
of the end piece and extending for the entire
length thereof, the ends of the body being
placed against the outer sides of the respec-
tive flanges and abutted against the end
pieces at the outer sides of the flanges, there
being suitable fastenings § piercing the body
and the respective flanges, whereby the mar-
ginal rims 10, produced by the flanges, form
weather-strips, covering the joints at the ends
of the body, so as to effectually exclude driv-
ing snow, rain, and the like.

The lid or cover 11 is formed flO[ll a single

flat sheet of metal, provided with the pend- |

ent front and end ma,r'n‘mal flanges 12and 13
to overlap the exterior of the body and the
end pieces, and thereby exclude foreign mat-
ter from the interior of the box. For the

convenient hinging of the lid the back bead
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6 of the box is in the form of a loose coil, and

the back edge of the 1lid is also bent into a

corresponding loose eoil 14, the folds of which

are received in the corresponding spaces or

intervals between the folds of the .coil on the

box. It will be understood that these coils
do not snugly bind upon each other, but are
sufficiently loose to permit of the lid being
moved upon the pivotal or hinged connection
formed by the two coils. As indicated at 15

in Fig. 2, it will be seen that the terminal

edge of the coiled part of the box is bent lat-
erally out of the continuation of the coil, so
as to form a stop-shoulder, against which the
terminal edge of the lid-coil 1s designed to
strike, and thereby limit the opening of the
lid, so as to prevent the same from being
thrown over against the back of the box.

respective ends of the inner coiled portions
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| The end flanges of the lid extend across the .
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-box, which has

of the box and the lid, so as to effeetual]y ex- |

clude foreign matter.

For indicating that the box: contams mail-
maftter there is prowded a signal 18, of suit-
able size and shape, carried at the upper
free end of a signal-arm 19, that is pivotally
mounted mtermedmte of its ends upon a

lateral stud or projection 20, extending lat-

erally outward from one end of the boa and
adjacent to the lower front edge thereof.
Surrounding this pivot-stud and fm med in-
tegrally with the end piece is a concentric
flange 21, over the outer edge of which the
signal-arm frietionally travels, there being

opposite stop-shoulders 22 and 23 for engage- |
ment by the arm to limit the swing thereof

When the arm is in
its upright position to display the signal, as
-shown 1n IFig. 1 of the drawings, thé lower
end portion of the arm lies in contact with

in opposite directions.

the lower shoulder 22, and when the signal

is not displayed the opposite portion of the
arm 18 1n contact with the shoulder 23, where-

by the arm is supported in a substentmlly

‘horizontal position. |

The signal-arm is supported in its vertical
‘position by means of the lid or cover of the
a stud or projection 24 ex-
-tending laterally outward from the adjacent
end flange 13 and immediete]y in advance of
the bearing-ear 17, so as to rise over bhe lat-
‘ter when the lid is raised or opened. This
stud lies between the arm and the ear, as

shown in Fig. 1, so as to lie in contact w11}h
the rear edﬂ*e or lower edge of the signal-arm,

“thereby heldmﬂ* the Dpp()Slte ,end thereof
-against the lower stop-shoulder of the frie-
tion-flange 21, whereby the signal-arm is held |
At

the point where the stud 24 engages the sig-.
nal-arm the latter is bent, as at 25, to form a

fixed in a substentldlly Vel“tlcdl posmen

lateral shounlder for engagement with the stud

45
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and to offset the upper portion of the signal-

box, so as to clear the stud 24 when the lid

18 raised, whereby the signal automatically

drops into its horizontal or andisplayed posi-
tion. Tosetthe signal, the lid isfirst raised,
s0 as to throw the stud 24 above the ear 17
after which the signal-arm is raised to 1138
vertical position, and then the lid is closed,

thereby brmﬂ*lnq the stud into enﬂ'eﬂ‘ement,

with the rear side of the
port the same.

In order that the delwered mail may be
maintained separate from the outgoing mail,
there is provided a mail-holder eonswtmﬂ' of

signal-arm to sup-

~ & pair of longitudinal rods 26, located Wlthlxl

6o

the back portion of the box and having their
ends supported by the respective ends of the
box. ‘T'hese rods are also located near the
upper open side of. the box and are arranged
one above the other, so as to form a raek

whereby the letters are designed to be thrust |
between the rods and the back of the box.

~ The transversely-bowed shape of the bot-

| tom of the box 1s an important feature, as it

arm laterally outward from the end of the |

|
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obviates angular corners within the interior

of-the box end permitsof the mail-matter be-
g scooped up with a gloved or mittened

,hand thereby greatly feelhte ting the removal
of the mail from the box.

For the support of the box there is pro-

-v1ded a yoke-shaped bracket consisting of the

opposite.duplicate members 26’ and 27, each
of which is formed from a single bar or rod
having its body portion arranﬁed adjacent to

1 and pa;rellel with the back of the box, the

ends of the rod being bent laterally in oppo-
site directions to form. the outer forwardly-
directed arm 28 and the inner leatwardly-
directed arm 29. Xach arm 28 is provided
with an outer terminal. perforation for the re-
ception of a stud 30, projecting mteﬂlelly
from theback portion of the ad]eeent end plece

of the box, there being a pair of opposite

shoulders 31 arranged between the stud and
the back edge of the end piece and designed
to lie in eontaet with the top and bottom

ed oes of the arm and form a seat for the snug

receptlon thereof, whereby the bracket is

| fixedly and detachebly connected to the box.
‘T'he inner arms of the bracket members are
| spaced at a suitable interval and are connect-

ed by a bolt or suitable detachable fastening
32.  The arms 29 are designed to embrace a

reduced head portion 33 of a suitable post or
support 34, so that the fastening may pass

through the reduced head portion or top pro-

_Jeet10n and the arms may lie upon the top of
‘the post, so as to support
-venlent and effective manner.

t the box in a con-
- "T'he support-
ing-bracket i1s arranged to support the box
so that its lid or cover is inclined downwardly
and forwardly for the purpose of completely
dlsplaymfr the lid, which is designed to carry
the owner’s neme or number of the house.

The lid may also be hinged in the manner
| shown in Figs. 4 and 5, in which the bead 14

snugly embraces a stiffening-rod 15, each end
of which projects beyond the reSpeetwe ends
of the bead to form respective pivot-pins or
journals 16. Kach pivot-pin is pivotally
mounted in a perforate ear 17, rising from
the adjacent end of the box and eﬁaet later-
ally therefrom, so as to receive the end flange
13 between the ear and the end of the box,

sald flange being provided with a perforetmn
for the receptmn of the pivot-pin, as the
flange covers the end of the bead to exclude
foreign matter from the box.

What is elaimed is—
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1. A letter-box havinga hmﬂ'ed lid or cover |

a signal device mounted upon one end of the

| ﬁxed body of the box and constructed toswing

transversely across the same and independ-
ently of the movement of the lid, and a de-

I25

tachable supporting connection between the

signal device and the lid or cover when the
former is in its displayed position.

2. Aletter-box, havinga hinged lid or cover
a signal device pwotelly mounted upon one
end of the fixed body of the box and mounted
to swing transversely across the same and in-
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680,157

dependently of the movement of the lid, the |
lid having a signal-engaging device which

lies in supporting engagement with the sig-
nal when the latterisin its displayed pOSllJIOIl
and the lid is closed.

3. Aletter-box, having ahingedlid or cover
provided with a latel ally outwardly projected
stud at one end thereof, and a signal pivot-
ally mounted upon that end of the ixed body
of the box which is next to the stud and ar-
ranged to swing vertically across the said
end of the box and independently of themove-
ment of the lid, the stud being located in sup-
porting onn'aﬂ*oment with one side of the sig-
nal when tho latter is in its displayed posi-
tion and the lid is closed.

4. A letter-box, havin ﬂ*ahmcrod lid or cover,

a signal pwotally mounted upon one end of_

the ﬁxed body of the box and arranged to
swing vertlically and transversely across the
box and independently of the movement of

the lid, opposite signal-engaging stop-shoul-
ders p1ov1ded upon the said end of the box,

and a detachable supporfing engagement be-

tween the lid and the swnal when the latter

18 dlsplayed and the former 1s closed.
5. Aletter-box, havingahinged lid orcover,
a pivot-stud prmeotmﬂ‘latoroll youtward from

one end of the box, a concentric flange sur--

rounding the pwot pin, and Drowded with
opposite stop -shoulders, and asignal pivotally
mounted upon the stud mtermedlato of its
ends, whereby the signal travels in frictional
enn'a.ﬂ'ement with the flange, and the shoul-
ders are arr anged to support the signal at its
opposite hmlts and a detachable supportmﬂ'
connection botween the lid and the signal

when the latter is displayed and the former

1s closed.

6. Aletter-box, havmﬂ'a hinged lid or cover,
a lateral stud pro;]eotod on uwordly from one
end of the lid, a vertically-swinging signal-
arm pivotally mounted upon the end of the
box which is next to the stud on the cover,
and arranged to swing transversely across

sald end ot the box, oppomte stop-shoulders

carried by said end of the box and arranged
at the opposite limits of the signal-arm, a
signal carried at the free end of the arm, and

[

3

a lateral shoulder upon the intermediate por- 5o

tion of the arm and constructed for detach-
able supporting engagement with the stud of
the lid when the la,ttor is closed and the arm
18 in the displayed position of the signal.

7. Aletter-box, havingahingedlid or cover,
a lateral stud projecting outwardly from one

end thereof and adjacent to the hinged edge

of the lid, and a signal, havingan arm Whlch
1S pwotally mounted upon that end of the
box which is next to the stud of the lid, the
free end portion of the arm being offset lat-
erally outward from the box and adjaeent to
the outer free end of the arm to form a lateral
shoulder, which lies against the front side of
the stud when the swnal 18 displayed and the
lid is closed.

8. A letter- box, comprising opposite ond
pieces, each of Whmh has an inner marginal
flange providing an outer marginal rim, a
body having its end portions embracing the
respective ﬂanﬂ'eo and abutied aﬂ'mnst the
rims of the end pieces, a lid or cover having
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a front and opposite end pendent ﬂa,ng'es;'

embracing the body, the rear longitudinal
edge of the cover being formed into a bead
or sleeve the end ﬂanfres of the lid being ex-
tended, a pivotal oonneotlon between the
bead or sleeve of the cover and the body of
the box.
9. A letter-box, having corresponding out-

wardly - prowotmn* studs at opposite énds

thereof, and a pair of shoulders in rear of
each stud and a supporting yoke - shaped

bracket whloh embraces the back and ends

of the box, the opposite sides of the bracket
being seated snugly between the respective
pairs of shoulders, and their terminals hav-
ing perforations receiving the respective
studs, the intermediate portion of the bracket
havmo‘ a clamp for &ppllC&thH to a support.

in tebtlmon'y that I'claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses. o
ALANSON M. KEENEY.

Witnesses:
C. E. DOoYLE, .
F. S. APPLEMAN,
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