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’7'0 all whom zt My concerm:

Be it known that I, JOHEN DOWNING BEL-
CHER, a citizen of the Dominion of Canada,
and a resident of St. John, in the county of
St. John and Province of New Brunswick,
Canada, have made a certain new and useful
Inventwn in Corsets; and I declare the fol-

lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertalns to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to let-
ters of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification. -

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my cor-
set. FKig. 2 is a cross-section through one of
the seams d, showing the taping. Fig. 31s
a cross-section through one of the pockets
for the bones or steels. Iig. 4 is a fragmen-
tary view of one of the ‘steels or bones, %how-
ing the protecting-tip.

The invention relates to corsets; and it con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tion of parts, as hereinafter set forth. -

The object of the invention isto provide a
strong and flexible corset which will have
great ela,stlclty and will yield readily to the_
movements of the wearer and willnot beliable
to breakage and yet will have great strength.

In the accompanying drawings the letter
A indicates. the corset, and ¢ ¢ indicate the
oblique casings or pockets for the bones ¢,

said casings infersecting the corset-seams in |

a bias manner. All the seams d of the corset ,
have their flanges ¢ turned to the inside of
the corset- cloth pressed flat, and neatly cov-
ered with tapes e¢'. These casings or pockets
are formed by strip_s having their seams
turned inward and are directed in a bias or
oblique manner on each side of the central
opening of the corsetdownward and outward,

extending in the oblique direction to the end
of the corset. The strips are usually stitched
to the exterior of the corset-cloth. The bones
or steel fillings ¢’, placed in these casings or
pockets, are therefore oblique or spiral, and
being so arranged are not liable to breakage
from direct pressure. In the central portion
in front the bones of varying length extend
upward and inward from the bottom of the

corset and meet the clasp-steels 62 at different |
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points, where they are protected by means of
the brass tips /&, with which theyare provided.
Each side of the corset is provided with
the obligue casings or pockets and spirally-
arranged bones or steels, the direction in the
back portlon being downward and inward
toward the central meetmﬂ* Ak

spiral bones or steels therein pmv'lde an elas-
tic stiffening which will readily yield to any
motion of the wearer. The casings being
nearly parallel in the upper and lowel por-
tions gradually approach each other some-
what in the middle or waist part, thereby
oiving proper grace to the figure.

Tenmﬂ'-snrlps, _
(indicated at m.) The blas casings and the
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The bias arrangement of the casings inter-

secting the seams strengthens the labbel and
the stmctme is designed to prevent the giv-
ing way of the corset at the seams, thelaby
avoiding stretching, which would injure the
orwmal shape, espeelally at the waist-line,
The bones are not liable to breakage in the

sharper curvatures from the motion of the

wearer, particularly on the hips, the bias di-
rection of the bones relieving the direct pres-
sure on the filling.

This corset is designed to have great elas-
ticity and to eonform easily and gracef nily to
the ficure. The manner of securing the cas-
Ings and seamsserves to give great str'enfrth to
the structure.

Each section or half of the corset i3 pro-
vided with a series of bones or steels having
an inward inclination from bottom to top to-
ward the front joint of such sections and hav-
ing an inward inclination from top to bottom
toward the rear joint of such sections, where-
by at the front of the corset the short lower

steels at the abdomen yield readily when the

wearer bends forward or backward and do
not bind or present a stiff obstruction to move-
ment, as in the present form of corset in use,
and at the rear of the corset the short upper
steels likewise move readily with the wearer,

freedom of movement being thus greatly fa-

cilitated without detracting from the usetful-

ness of the corset.
Having described this mvenmon, what I

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—
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1. A cor set having the double se1 ies of blds '
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bones or steels, having each series an inward | of the corset, and termmmtmﬁ' each series in |
inclination from bott{}m to top toward the | short bones or steels, substa,ntlally as speci-
front joint of the two sections of the corset, | fied. |

and an inward inclination from top to bottom - In testimony whereof I affix my swnatur

5 toward the rear joint of the two sections of the | in m esence of two witnesses.
corset, each such series terminating in short |

bones or steels, substantially as specified. ] - JOHN DOV‘TNING BELCHER
2. A corset having the double seriesof bias | Wiinesses: |
steels or bones, havmn* opposite inclinations ALLAN A. DAVIDSON

10 with respect to each ot_hel at front and rear JOHN MCKEEN:
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