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"Be it known that I, LUTHER B. THOMAS a

‘citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at Rmn‘—f

gold, in the parish of Blenvﬂlﬂ and State of

-Loulslana have invented certain new and

useful Implovements in Computing Spring-
Scales; and I do declare the following to be a
full, clear and exact description of the in-
VelltIOI’l such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it apper tams to make and
use the same, |

This invention relates to 1mpr0vements in
computing spring-scales. |

The object of the invention is to prowde a
simple, cheap, and effective device of this
character by means of which the weight and
cost of ‘an article at a determined price per
pound may be quickly and conveniently as-
certained; and a further object is to make
provision for a ready and accurate computa-
tion whether the price per pound be denoted

by a whole number alone or a whole numbel |

and a fraetion.
To these ends the 1nventlon consisis in cer-

tain novel features of censtruction, combina-.

tion, and arrangement of parts, whlch will be
hereinafter mmefully(leserlbed and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is
a front or face view of a spring balance-scale
embodying my invention. . Fig. 2 is a verti-
cal central section of the same. _
- Referring now more particularly to the

drawings, in which like reference characters

denote corresponding parts throughout both
views, the numeral 1 represents the casing of
the seale, provided with a face-plate 2, hav-
ing formed therein a longitudinal slot 3. In
this slot travels a finger 4, connected upon the
interior of the casing to the usual suspending-
bar 5, suspended from the coil-spring 6. The

casing is provided, as usual, with a ring 7 at

the topﬁ and the bar 5 with a hook 8 at its lower

~end for a purpose well understood.
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In carrying my invention into practice I
make the face-plate 2 wider than ordinarily
and attach to thefinger 4 a cross-bar9, carry-

1ng numerals representing price-per-pound in-
dicia and adapted to traverse or move along

sald face-plate. The cross-bar 9 has also

marked thereon the abbreviation *“Lbs.” or | cross-bar 9 is drawn down until it reaches

* Word “Pounds,” codoperating with numerals.
in a vertical column 10, located nexttoand on

one side of the slot 3 and forming a scale to
denote the weight in pounds and fractions of
a pound of the article being weighed. On
the face-plate. are also arranged other col-
umns 11, equal in number to the price-per-
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pound indices on the cross-bar 9 and codper-

ating therewith and with the indices of scale
10 to designate the total.cost price of the ar-
ticle being welghed at so much per pound.
These columns 11 are subdivided by trans-
verse lines 12, which correspond with the
pound-indice lines of the scale 10 and con-

tain two or more sets of numerals represent-

ing the cost price of a certain weight of ar-
ticle at so much per pound, one of such sets
designating the cost of the article calculated

at two or more whole cents per pound and the

other set designating the cost of the article
calecnlated at a whole and a fraction of a cent
per pound. Forinstance, the columns 11 be-

| tween the pound numemlb “2”7and ““5” on

the face- -plate 2 contain two sets of numerais,
those shown in heavy lines representing one
setand thoseinlighflinesthe otherset. These
sets of numerals are arranged in their proper
places in- line with the whole and fractional
pound-points on the scale 10, and the heavy
black numerals represent the cost of the arti-
cle caleulated at the rate of two cents a pound,
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while the light black numerals represent the .

cost of the article at the rate of two and &
fraction of a cent per pound—say, two and
a half cents.
fractional cost-numerals are herein shown, it
will of course be understood that others rep-

While only one set of outline

resenting the whole-namber indicia and other

€C 1 97 €€ 3 2 &3 "

fractional denominations ‘¢, T %,
&e., may be employed, and that such sets of
numerals may be differentiated from each
cther and from the whole-cent denomina-
tional numbers by printing or enameling
them in different colors or otherwise placing
them upon the scale, so as to be readily dis-
tinguished from each other,

In operation we will suppose that an ar-
ticle has been sold whose price 1s four cents
per pound, and when this article is placed
upon the scales to be weighed the pointer or
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the figure ‘57 on secale-column 10, thus in-
dmatmw that the article weighs hve pounds,

and by glancmw at the numeral *“4” on said

cross-bar 9 the figure ““20” will be seen di-
rectly opposite the number ““4,” thus indi-
cating that the cost of an article weighing
five pounds whose price is four cents per
pound will amount to twenty cents. If the

price of the article is calculated at four and
a half cents and its weight is four and a half

pounds, the numeral ‘“4” on the cross-bar 9
will be opposite the light-line numeral 217
in the same column 11 thus indicating the

cost of the article to be twent;j and one quar-

ter cents or twenty-one cents, all fractions be-
ing counted as whole n 1.1mbers. In this man-
ner any article can be weighed and the cost

of the same at once be determined without

the trouble of an arithmetical calculation. It
will be readily seen that the table of nu-
merals in the columns 11 is incomplete, the
object in soshowing same being to avoid con-
fusion, but Sufﬁelent is 1llust1'ated to clearly
disclose the purpose and operativeness of the
Invention.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new and useful, and desire to

r
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Acomputuw spring balanee scale, compris-
ing a casing having a widened face- plate pro-
vided with a slot and projecting laterally at
each side bayond the casing, said plate hav-

g & pound-scale and vertical columns con-
t‘nmnn' two or more sets of differentiable
nu merals representing the total cost price of
an article of a certain weight at a certaino
price per pound and such prices and a frac-
tional portion thereof, a spring in the upper
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portion of the casing, a bar suspended from 4o

sald spring and carrying a finger projecting
through the slot in the face - plate, and a
Cross - ba,r attached to and extending trans-
versely across the face - plate, said bar car-
rying codperating price-per-pound numerals
substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereanto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

LUTHER IB. TIIOMAS.

Witnesses:
J. P. THURMOND,
1.. C. THOMAS.
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