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1o all whom it may concerr:

Beit known thatI, ALBERT B. LANG, resid-
ing at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-

-5 ments in IKey-Keepers, of which the follow-

Ingis a full, clear, and exact description, ref-

erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part hereof.

Thisinvention relates to key-keepers; and

10 it consists of the novel construction, combina-

tion, and arrangement of parts hereinafter

shown, deseribed, and claimed. o

One object of this invention is to provide
- a sultable device designed to be used in com-

15 bination with the knob of a door and having
- means for engaging a key mounted in the
keyhole to positively retain the same there-
in, and the device is so constructed that it
cannot be removed from its engagement with
20 the key except by a person on the same side
of the door upon which the key is carried.
T'he key being thus retained within the key-
hole, it is rendered absolutely impossible to
pick the lock from the outside and the door
25 -cannot be unlocked except from the inside
and then only after the key-keeper has been
disengaged from the key. The advantages
of such results are obvious. |
A further object is to construct a device so
3o that it may be used with equal advantage to
engage a key having a short or a long stem,
making the device reversible, so that it will
be operative in either instance.
Further objects and advantages willappear
35 from the following detailed description.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
spective,showing myimproved key-keeper in
operative position and engaged with a key
having a long stem. TFig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion showing the key-keeper engaged with a
key having a short stem, the reverse position
being shown by dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view showing the key-keeper disen-
gaged from the door.

45 In the construction of my improved key-

40

keeper I provide two. arms 1, having their |
upper ends rigid with a crescent-shaped cast-

ing 2. The member 2 may be omitted in

some instances or whenever desired, and the
50 arms 1 may be made integral with each other |

[ and bent into the form shown.

The device
will be operative in either instance; but it
has been found that the casting 2 will pre-
vent the spring from becoming weakened by
use, which would occur were the said arms 1 55
made 1ntegral and bent into the form shown.

The arms 1 extend downwardly a suitable
distance and are bent to form the parallel
projections 3, and the said arms are further
bentdownwardly and inwardlyand have their 6o
lower ends 4 projecting downwardly and bear-
ingagainsteach other. "The purposeof bend-
ing the arms 1 to form the projections 3 is to
form the device so that it may be used either
with a key having a long stem or with one 65
having a short stern. When used with a key
having a long stem, the position is that shown
in Fig. 1, in which the projections 3 extend
away from the door, so that if desired it may
be used with a key having a stem which pro- 7o

jects beyond the door-knob. When used in

combination with a key having a short stem,

the position is that shown in Fig. 2, in which

the projections 3 are turned toward the door,

the arms 1 in which case being against the 75

knob of the door. | - |
In using my improved key-keeper the arms

1 are sprung apart, bringing the portions 4

away from each other, so that the device may

be passed over or around the shank of the 8o

door-knob. Affer being placed in this posi-

tion the arms 1 are released, and their tension

again draws them together as far as the shank

of the knob will permit, and the projections

4 may then be engaged with the ring of the 8g

key in the manner shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

The key is then positively held within the
keyhole and cannot be turned therein, nor can
1t be pushed out by forcing any object against
the inner end of the key. By this means an go
ordinary lock is rendered absolutely safe, and
1t cannot be unlocked except by a person on
the same side of the door on which the key-
keeperislocated, and then only after the key-
keeper 1s disengaged from the ring of the key. g3
When in use, the device occupies very lit-
tle roomn, making it a very desirable attach-

‘ment for those locks of ordinary construction,

whicharesubject tothe objectionsabove men-
tioned. o

10Q



10

=

The device is simple, pérf_ectly operative; _'
and very little cost is involved in its construe-
tlom. | |

It will readily be seen from the drawings
that the keeper is adjustable, which enables
the points 4 to be inserted in the key regard-
less of any position the keyhole may be lo-
cated relative to the knob. | |

I claim— - | | |

1. A key-keeper adapted to be mounted
over the shank of a door-knob, and consisting
of the two arms 1 having the parallel exten-
sions 3 and the projections 4 normally bear-

ing against each other and adapted to engage |
with thering of the key, substantially as speci-

fied. |

20

2. A key-keeper, consisting of the arms 1 |
having their ends rigid with the retaining-

casting 2 and having the parallel extensions

3, and the terminals 4 bearing against each
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other and being adapted to engage with the

ring of a key, substantially as specified.

3. A key-keeper, consisting of a pair of ver-
tical arms, each having a horizontal projec-
tion rigid therewith and a vertical extension

integral with each of said horizontal projec-
tions and adapted to engage with the ring of

the key, substantially as specified.
4. A key-keeper consisting of a pair of ver-

tical arms rigid with a suitable reinforcing-

casting, horizontal projections rigid with said

arms, and the vertical extensions 4 integral

with said horizontal projections. | |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

‘in presence of two witnesses.

_ ALBERT B. LANG.
Witnesses: - '

J. D. RIPPEY,

JOHN C. HIGDON.
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