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Io all whowmv it may concern:

Be it known that I, TRUMAN A. DARLING, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Anaheim, in the county of Orange and State
of California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Can - Openers, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description. ﬂ |

This invention relates to a machine for
opening cans by cutting the ends out of them
and which comprises a suitable framing on
which are mounted jaws for holding a can,
together with a cutting tool, which is caused
t0 move circularly around the head of a can
to cut the same, these parts being construect-
ed and combined in a eertain novel manner,
as will be hereinafter pointed out.

This specification is a specific description
of one form of the invention, while the claims
are definitions of the actual scope thereof.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a front view of the invention.
Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1.
Ifig. 3 i3 a sectional plan looking downward
from the line 3 3 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a de-
tail view of the device for actuating the jaws.

A standaard or other suitable framing ¢ is
provided, and this is formed with an opening
' in its upper part. On top of the standard
a 1s mounted a platform ¢?and strengthened
in its place by brackets a?, extending be-
tween the standard and the platform. Two
arms b are pivotally mounted on opposite

- sides of the standard a and are pressed apart
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by a spring 0, which passes through the open-
ing «' in the standard and bears against the
arms. These arms b extend upward, respec-
tively, through openings in the platform ¢?
and carry jaws 0% which are designed to en-
gage opposite gides of the can (indicated at ¢
in the drawings) to hold the can in place.
The arms b are drawn toward each other to
clamp the can by means of links d?, connect-

-ed, respectively, to the arms b and to a lever

d’, fastened on a rockable shaft d, which shaft
torms the fulerum of the lever and is loosely
mounted in the upper part of the standard o,
the lever d' lying in the recess a’ of the stand-

lard. The shaft d has a crank-handle 3 at-

tached,and thiserank-handle carriesa spring-
pawl d*, which works with a ratchet-bar 5,
fastened to the standard a. By means of the
spring-pawl d* and the ratchet ¢® the crank
d® may be held in any desired position.
properly moving the crank d° the lever d’
may be thrown to draw the arms b together
and engage the clamps 0® with a can, and by
throwing the crank d? in the opposite direc-
tion the arms 6 may be released and the
spring b allowed to assert itself to throw the
clamps 0° to open position. '
Erected on the platforin a?is an arch-shaped
framing e, having a transverse arm ¢/, carry-
Ing at its outer end a vertically - disposed
sleeve ¢7, this sleeve being coincident with
the point intermediate the clamps 0% Ver-
tically movable in the sleeve e® is a bar f,
formed with a number of annular teeth there-
on, and these teeth are engaged by a pinion
¢, which passes through an opening in the
sleeve ¢* and which is fastened on the shaft

) ¢', mounted in suitable bearings in the arm

¢’y and having a erank-handle ¢*to facilitate
the rotation of theshaft. A pawl¢®ismounted
on the sleeve ¢* and engages with the pinion
¢ to hold it in the desired position. The bar

' / 1s provided at its upper end with a crank-

handle f' to faecilitate the rotation thereof,
and the lower end of the bar fis formed with
a point /* which is adapted to pierce the cen-
ter of the upper end or head of the can. A
transversely - disposed arm f3 is adjustably
held on the lower end of the bar 7 by means
of a nut f% and the outer end of this arm f3
carries a knife f°, which is adapted to engage
the periphery of the head of the ean to cut
the same, which cutting is effected by the ro-
tation of the bar 7. |

In using the device the can is placed on the
platform ¢® and the jaws 0? are engaged with
the can to hold it. The shaft ¢’ is now ro-
tated to move the bar f downward and engage
the point f* with the head of the can. This

movement also causes the knife 7% to be en-
gaged with the can, as shown in the drawings.
Then by throwing the pawl ¢° down into en-
gagement with the gear g to hold said gear
immovable and by imparting a single turn
| to the bar f the knife f° will be caused to
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and engaging the teeth of the bar, and a 535
pawl for holding the pinion stationary.

cut out the head of the can. It should be |
noted that the bar f is formed with annular

IC

teeth or ribs which are not in the nature of a
thread. Therefore the rotation of the bar f

will not cause the bar to be moved acciden- |
tally, owing to the engagement of the teeth on |

the bar with the pinion g¢.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by letters
Patent— |

1. A can - opener, comprising a. support,
hinged jaws adapted to engagé a can, a lever
connected with the jaws for actuating the

- same, and a cutting device mounted over the
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jaws and arranged to engage the upper end
of the can to cut the same.

2. A can-opener, comprising a support,
hingedly-mounted arms carried thereby and
provided attheir upperend with jawsadapted
to engage a can, a rock-shaft, a lever mounted
on said shaft and having its ends respectively
in connection with the arms, and cutting de-
vices arranged over the arms to engage the
upper end of the ecan.,

3. A can-opener,comprising a support,arms
hingedly mounted thereon, a rock-shaft hav-
ing connection with the arms to operate the

same, a handle attached to the shaft, a pawl

carried by the handle, a ratchet fastened on
the support and engaged by the pawl, and
cutting devices mounted over the arms to
work with the upper end of the can.

4. A can-opener,comprising a support with
means for holding a can, a revoluble bar
having annular teeth thereon, a knife car-
ried by the bar to engage the can, and a

pinion engaging the teeth of the bar, where-

by to raise or lower the bar.
5. A can-opener,comprisinga support with

means for holding a can, a revoluble bar

having annular teeth thereon, and provided
with a point at its lower end to engage the
center of the head of a can, an arm carried
by the bar near its lower end, a knife at the
end of the arm, and a pinion engaging the
teeth of the bar. | |

6. In a can-opener, the combination of a
support, with means for holding a can, a
frame erected on the support, a vertically-
disposed sleeve sustained on the frame, a

bar movable vertically in the support and

revoluble thereon and formed with annular
teeth thereon, a revoluble shaft supported
by the frame, a pinion mounted on the shaft

7. A can -opener, having a support with
means for holding a can, a revoluble bar
formed with annular teeth and provided with
a handleat its upper end, and having a point
at its lower end to engage a can, an arm

carried by the bar near its lower end and

provided with a knife, a shaft mounted to
turn and provided with a pinion engaging
the teeth of said bar, to raise and lower the
bar, and means for holding the pinion sta-
tionary. |

3. A can-opener, comprising a standard, a

platform supported on said standard, jaws

adapted to engage opposite sides of a can
and provided with arms extending through
openings in the said platform and pivoted at
their lower ends on opposite sides of the
standard, a spring extending through an

opening in the standard and engaging sald

arms to press the jaws apart, a shatt mount-
ed to turn in the standard below the plat-

| form, a lever carried by said shaft, links

connected to the said arms and to the lever,
a handle connected with said shaft, means
for holding the handle in the desired posi-
tion, and a cutting device for engaging the
upper end of the can.

9. A can - opener, comprising a support

having a platform for the can, means for

holding the can in position on the platform,
an arch-shaped framing erected on the plat-
form and having a transverse arm carrying
a vertically-disposed sleeve at its outer end,
a bar movable vertically in the said sleeve
and mounted to turn therein, the said bar
being formed with a series of annular teeth,
a revoluble shaft mounted in the framing, a
handle connected with the said. shaft, a pin-
jon carried by said shaft, the teeth of the
pinion extending through an opening in the
said sleeve and engaging the teeth of the
said bar, means for holding the pinion sta-
tionary, and a cutting device carried by the
sald bar.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. |

TRUMAN A. DARLING.

Witnesses:
. RICHARD MELROS:
M. NEBELUNG,
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