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To all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatI, ALFRED H. PEATS, a citi-
zen of the United States,residing at New York
city, in the county of New York and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clasps, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact specifica-

tion.

- This invention relates to clasps for bélts_;
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-and one object is to construct a clasp which

shall be adapted to support the belt in posi-
tlon and at the same time clamp and hold the

clothing of the wearer without injury to the

clothing.

A further object is to make the clasp ex-
tremely simple in construction, in order that
it may be readily and economically manu-
factured and shall at the same time be
sightly in appearance and strong and efficient
in 1ts operation. | |

The invention will be more particularly de-
scribed hereinafter with reference to the form

shown in the accompanying drawings, in |

which—

Figure 1 is a side sectional view of g clasp,
showing the same applied to clamp the trou-
sers and drawersand hold the belt in position :
and Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view with
parts broken away, showing the belt in posi-
tion and two clasps, one with parts shown in
dotted lines and the other asit appears from
the front.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, the clasp is shown as comprising a sin-
gle flat strip of metal or other suitable mate-
rial of sufficient stiffness and at the same
time of sufficient resiliency. This strip is
formed to provide the inner tongue 1, the
outer loop 2, and the tongue 3. The tongue
3 and the inner tongue 1 may be made par-
allel to each other, asshown in the drawings,
or the tongue 1 may be made to impinge upon
or engage the tongue 3 in any suitable man-
nerto form a spring-clip of sufficient strength
to grip and hold clothing inserted between
the two tongues. I prefer the construection
In which the tongues are parallel, as shown,
in order to increase the gripping-surface and
reduce the liability of tearing the clothes
to a minimum. The gripping effect may be

[gations o 1n the tongue 3, the latter corru-

gations being adapted to be engaged by the
former and thus tend to more tightly grip the
clothes and prevent sliding movement of the
tongues with respect to each other. 'The
tongue 3 is provided with a projecting end 6,
which is advanced a suitable distance beyond

| the lower end of the loop2 in order to facili-

tate the attachment of the clasp to the gar-
ment. Inthe drawings the beltis represented
by 7 and the trousers and drawers of the
wearer by 3 and 9, respectively.

In using the clasp the trousers and drawers

are held together with one hand, while with

the other the clasp is pushed down over the
two, thetongues 1 and 3straddling the clothes.
T'he belt is then placed in position in-the loop

2, If preferred, the belt may first be run

through the loops of the clasps and the clasps
then clamped upon the garment. |

It will be noted that by reason of the sub-
stantially parallel location of the tongues the
clothes are clamped along substantially the
entire length of the clasp, and therefore the
liability of tearing the clothes is reduced to

| & minimum, and also that the clasp being

made of but one piece the cost of manufac-
ture of the device is reduced and its strength
Is increased. :

It will be seen that the device above de-
scribed may be modified in various respects

without departing from the spirit of the in-

vention, and I therefore desireit to be under-

stood that I do notlimit myself herein to the

specific construction shown. | -
Having thus described my invention, I de-

clare that what I claim as new, and desire to

secure by Letters Patent, is— -

1. Aclaspcomprisinga single flat strip hav-
ing the supporting-loop and the two tongues,
sald tongues lying parallel substantially the
length of the loop and together forming a
spring-clip adapted to engage and clamp the
clothes of the wearer uniformly along the en-
tire length of said loop, and corrugations
formed in said tongues, the corrugations of

| the respective tongues being adapted to en-

gage each other for the purpose set forth.
. 2. A clasp comprising a single flat strip
bent to form the supporting-loop and the two
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increased by forming the corrugations 4 in

| tongues, sald tongues lying parallel to each
the tongue 1 and the corresponding corru-

| other substantially the length of the loop and
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forming a spring-clip adapted to clamp the | bent to form the inner and the outer tongues

clothes, uniformly along the entire length of

said loop and a projecting end upon one of

the said tongues advancing beyond the lower

end of the loop, substantially as described.
3. A clasp comprising a single flat strip
bent to form the inner and outer parailel
tongues and thesupporting-loop, said tongues
forming a spring-clip adapted to engage the
clothes and one.of said tongues projecting be-
yond the lower end of the loop, and corruga-
tions formed in said tongues, the corruga-

tions of the respective tongues being adapted

to engage each other for the purposeset forth.

4. A clasp comprising a single flat strip |

and the supporting-loop, said tongues lying
parallel to each other substantially the length
of the loop and each having corrugations
formed therein, the corrugations of the re-
spective tongues being adapted to engage
each other, and the end of the outer tongue
projecting beyond the lower end of the sup-
porting-loop, substantially as deseribed.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature 25

in presence of two witnesses.
ALFRED H. PEATS.
Witnesses:
WALTER S. WINTERSMITH,
JOSEPH G. MARINER.
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