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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLL J. KENNEDY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Erie,
in the county of Erie and State of Pennsyl-
vania, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Thill-Couplings; and I do
declarethefollowingto be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

The invention relates to thill-couplings.

The object of the invention is to provide a
thill-coupling which shall be simple of con-
struction, durable in use, and comparatively
inexpensive of production and by means of
which the shafts may be easily and quickly
attached to or removed from the axle and
which when in operative position will be pre-
vented from becoming accidentally disen-
gaged. |

With this and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, combination, and arrange-

ment of parts, which will be hereinafter more

fully described, and particularly pointed out
in the appended claims,
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of my improved thill-coup- |
Fig. 2

ling, showing it in position for use.
isalongitudinal vertical sectional view. Fig.
3 18 a detall perspective view of the thill-
iron removed; and Fig. 4 is a similar view of
the coupling-head. |

The thill-coupling is composed of two parts,

part 1 being the coupling-head and part 2 be- |

ing the thiil-iron. The coupling-head is pro-
vided with cheeks 3, having circular edges

4 and a segmental wall 5, formed with a T-

shaped slot 6, the narrow portion of the slot
being at the rear, while the broad portion of
the slot is at the base of the segmental wall.
The thill-iron is provided with a curved head
7, designed to fit between the cheek-pieces 3
and snugly fit the curved wall 5 and is formed
with arearwardly-extending T-head 8, adapt-
ed to engage the T-slot 6 of the coupling-head
and when in the position shown in Fig. 1 lock
the thill-iron to the coupling-head. Forward
of the head is formed an enlargement 9, ter-
minating on its lower side near its rear end
ina lip 10, spaced from the head 7and adapted
to engage under the forward lower end of the

| segmental wall, while the laterally-extending

edges are adapted to engage the circular edge

4 of thelip. Thisshoulder has also an upper 5s

lip 11, which is adapted to engage the upper

‘rear end of the segmental wall when the thill-

iron 18 raised to a vertical or nearly vertical
position. The ends of the head 7 are formed
with recesses 12, which are intersected by
horizontal slots 13. In assembling the parts
these slots 13 receive short studs or lugs 14,
projecting inwardly from the cheek-pieces 3.

From the foregoing description, taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction, mode of operation, and ad-

vantages of myinvention will be readily un-

60

derstood without requiring a more extended

explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and detalls of construction may be made with-
in the scope of the invention without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages thereof. -

Having thus described my invention, what

| I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18—

- 1. In athill-coupling, the combination with
a coupling-head provided with cheek-pieces
and an interposed segmental wall formed with
a T-slot, of a thill-iron provided with a circu-

i lar head to fit between said cheek-pieces and

provided with a T-head to engage said T-slot

and with an enlargement formed with an un-

derlyinglip spaced from the circular head and
designed to engage the lower side of the seg-
mental wall, substantially as set forth.
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2. In athill-coupling, the combination with

a coupling-head provided with cheek-pieces
and a segmental wall formed with a T-slot,

of a thill-iron provided with a circular head

Q0

tofit between said cheek-piecesand segmental

| wall and formed with a forwardly-projecting

T-head to engage the T-slot,said cheek-pieces
being provided on their inner faces with studs
and said curved head being provided at its
ends with recesses intersected by horizon-
tally-disposed slots, substantially as set forth.

95

3. In athill-coupling, the combination with

a coupling-head provided with cheek-pieces
and aninterposed segmental wall formed with
a T-slot, of a thill-iron provided with a cir-

cular head to fit between said cheek-pieces
and provided with a T-head to engage said

| o le
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T-slot and with an enlargement formed with In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
an underlying lip spaced from the circular | my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- 10
head and designed to engage the lower side | nesses.
of the segmental wall, said cheek-pieces be- |

5 Ing provided on their inner faces with studs |
and sald curved head being provided at its| Witnesges:
ends with recesses intersected by horizon- D. A. SAWDEY,
tally-disposed slots, substantially asset forth. 5. B. KENNEDY.

- WILL J. KENNEDY.
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