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1o all whom it may concern:

Beit knownthatI,JAMES P. TURNEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Mem-
phis, Shelby county, State of Tennessee, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Cut Centers for Stoves, of which the |

following is a specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in cut centers for stoves, and has
for its objects to simplify the construction
and to provide a simple and effective support
and lock for the center, one which while al-

lowing for expansion and contraction will

lock the said center against movement in any
direction. I accomplish these objects as will
be hereinafter more fully set forth in the
specification, drawings, and claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan of my
cut center. 1i'ig. 2 is asection on the center
line of Kig. 1, with one-half of the cut center
detached from the post. Fig. 3 is a perspec-
tive of the locking-post. Fig. 4 is a perspec-
tive view of one-half of the cut center. -

- Referring now to the drawings, in which
like letters represent like parts in all the
views, A and I are the two halves of the cut
center and are preferably identical, so that
one pattern may serve for both.

C is the center post, which supports and
locksthe central ends of the cut center. This
post iIs preferably symmetrical, with project-
ing ears or lugs E and F on each side extend-
ing at a right angle to each other and form-
ing undercut pockets or recesses, into which
tongues D on the pieces A and B may be
slipped when the said pieces are inclined in

Fig. 2. 'When the tongue D has been slipped
Into the pocket or recess formed by the ears
E and F and the piece has been lowered to a
horizontal position, as shown by the piece A,
the tongue D is securely engaged by the lugs
E and I and is held by them from being re-
moved, there being, however, sufficient play
to allow for the expansion which takes place
when the stove is heated. 'The lateral ears
K lie above the tongue D and serve to pre-
vent vertical movement, while the ears F sup-
port the ends of the center pieces and pre-

50 vent longitudinal movement. In addition to
this it will be noted that the center post C 18

| narrower than the central ends of the pieces

A and B and that the said central ends are

| recessed, so that they come virtually to the

center on each side of the post. This gives
an additional lock against a lateral motion.
I thus secure a support for the central ends
of the pieces A and B, thatin addition to sup-
porting locks them against vertical, longitu-
dinal, and lateral motion. Since, too, the
pieces are virtually hinged at their central
ends and supported at their outer ends, it fol-
lows that warping will have no effect upon
this center. In other words, I make a cut
center which is at all times and under all con-
ditions as perfect as a new long center, which
18 locked from acecidental displacement, and
which under no conditions of warping can
become displaced.

(> is a hole for a stove-bolt to fasten the
post C to the top oven-plate H. The ends «
and b are of course supported by the stove,
as 18 ordinarily the case.

While I have shown and deseribed the post
C as narrower than the central ends of the
pieces A and B and desire to so make it for
convenience in molding, I wish it distinetly
understood that I do not intend by this to

| limit myself to a post that is narrower than

the said cut centers or which locks against
lateral as well as vertical movement, and
therefore I do not limit myself to a recessed
central end to embrace the post. It is also
to be understood that I do not limit myself
to the exact details of construction of the in-
terlocking tongue and the recessed post, but

| claim as well all equivalent forms of these de-
the position which the piece B occupies in |

tails which will secure in a cut center having
a center post the same result of locking
against vertical, longitudinal, and lateral
movemendt,.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
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what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent of the United States, is—

1. Acutcenter for stoves comprising a post
having at oppositesides supporting-lugs and
astandard having oppositely-extending lock-

| ing-lugs extending laterally in a horizontal

plane above said supporting-lugs, a cub cen-
ter having each body-section resting upon
the supporting-lugs and provided with de-
pressed tongues to lie beneath the locking-
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Iugs while the body engages the outer faces | said locking-lugs and prevent lateral move- 10

of sald locking-lugs; substantially as speel-
fied. -

ment of the ¢ eenter substantially as specified.
In testimony Whereof I have signed my

2. A cut center for stoves comprising apost | name to this specification in the presence of

havmfr at opposite sides supporting-lugs and

locklnfr-luﬂs extending laterally therete and |

a cub center having each section prowded
with tongues to pass ‘beneath the locking-lugs
and recessed upon its upper fzwe to receive

two subscribing witnesses.
J AMES P. TURNEY.

- Witnesses:
| JoserH B. HEISKELL
| C. W. HEISKELL.
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