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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 679,066, dated July 23, 1901.
Application filed March 16, 1800, Serial No. 8;949. (Nomodel.)

To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, WALTER S. TIMMIS, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Brooklyn,
county of Kings, State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Openers for Envelops or Wrappers, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention hasreference to means coms-
bined with an envelop whereby the same may
be quickly and neatly opened without the use
of suchimplements asaregenerally employed
for that purpose. |

One object of the invention is to so com-
bine the opening means with the envelop in
the process of manufacturing thesame as that
such means will be practically concealed or,
at least, not so exposed as to be liable to cause
the envelop to be aceidentally opened by en-
tanglements with objects in the mails; but it
is sufficiently exposed to indicate its presence

and to permitittobe readilylifted and be torn |

out when it is desired to open the envelop.

A further object is to provide an efficient
opening means that will add no appreciable
weight to the envelop or wrapper and which
will add only a slight additional cost in the
manufacture.

I am aware that wires and cords have been
combined with envelops as means for open-
ing the same; but such opening means have
obvious disadvantages, some of which I have
specified in another application for envelop-

openers, Serial No. 8,948, filed on the same |

date with the present application. lam also
aware that flat tearing-strips have been em-

ployed as envelop-openers; but those with

which I am familiar are not wholly efficient,
because of their mode of application, as they
have either extended beyond the edge of the
envelop and were thus-liable to be torn out
in transit or were placed wholly within the
envelop, so that their presence was not obvi-
ous and they were difficult to get at.
Myimprovementisillustrated inthe accom-
panying drawings, In which— |
Figure 1 is a plan view of the inside of a
blank of an envelop with the opening device
applied at the crease of a side flap. Fig. 21s
a plan view of the back of the envelop com-

pleted.
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at one point only.

While in the drawings I show the envelops
provided with a single opening device, two of
said devicesmay be applied toeach envelop—
as, for example, at both ends or at the top
and bottom. The drawings also show the
opening devices applied to the flaps; but they
may be applied to the body of the envelop be-
low the crease of the flaps, thongh preferably
they are applied as shown.

Referring to the drawings, in which similar
parts are designated by the same numerals of
reference in both views, 8 indicates the body
of the envelop; 9, the lower flap; 10, the seal-
ing-flap, and 11 the side flaps.

The opening device that I employ consists
of woven fabric or fibrous material, such as
strong paper, which will be cut from a roll
whose width is substantially the length or
depth, as the case may be, of the envelop to
which the opener is to be applied.

The opening device is indicated at 12.

In Fig. 1 the opener 12 is securely gummed
on the side flap 11 at,the crease or fold and
in length is substantially the width of the
flap at its crease, but terminates iIn a notch
between the bottom flapand a side flap. Saild
notch is formed with a cut or side 12¢substan-
tially lengthwise of strip 12 and a side 12°
substantially at right angles to the strip. In

| Fig. 1 the notch has a second side 9* parallel

with the strip and at a distance equal to the
width of the strip from side 12°. -

In FKig. 1 the strip-opener 1s gummed to

one of the side flaps, one end of the strip be-
ing cut square and terminating at the edge
of the flap, and the other end, 12°, projects
slightly beyond the edge of the fiap, as shown,
and the adjacent portions of the flaps 9 and
11 are cut away at 9* in order that when the
envelop is completed, as shown in Kig. 2, the
projecting end 12° (not gummed) of the strip
12 will be exposed to permit it to be easily
lifted with the finger-nail when it is desired

| to open the envelop, which is done by tear-

ing away the strip and the adhering portion
of the envelop. | |

It will be observed that the strip 12 has one
of its surfaces securely gummed to the mate-
rial of the envelop and is not merely fastened
The effect of this is that

when the strip is pulled in the act of opening
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the envelop it does not cut the edge of the
envelop, but removes from the envelep a strip
of the substance of the envelop of the same

dimensions as the strip. In other words,
there is torn from the envelop by a practi-
cally clean cut a section of the paper of which
the envelop is composed. It will also be ob-
served that the strip-opener has no loose ends |
hanging from the envelop to attract atten- |
lion or to be interfered with in any way.
In fact, the envelop to the casual observer
will not appear different from an envelop
which does not contain the opening means.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, 13—

An envel{}p having ﬂaps 11, 9 at right an-

679,066

oles to each other, an opening-strip gummed
on one side to the inside of the envelop, a
notch between said flaps, sald notch having

| a side 12¢ parallel with said sfrip, close to the

strip and terminating in line with the end of
said strip, the notch having also a side 9* par-
allel with the strip and at a distance equal
- the width of the strip from the side 12¢ where-
by said strip which overlies the envelop space
' is out from under both flaps at said noteh.
Signed at New York, borough of Manhattan,

! State of New York, this 14th day of March,
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- 1900.

| WALTER S. TIMMIS.
Witnesses:

J. B. M. BOWEN,
M. C. PINCKNEY.
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