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To all whom it may concermn:

‘Be it known that I, WILL1AM HORNICH, Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, remdmo* at
Vailsburg, in the county of Essex and State
of NewJersey, haveinvented certainnewand
useful Improvements in Buttons; and I do
hereby declare thefollowing tobe a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as willenable others skilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to numerals of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

Thisinvention has reference to buttons and
analogousdevices designed more especially to
be attached to ladies’ garments by means of
needle and thread; and the invention refers
more particularly to that class of buttons
which are provided with an interior support
or filling incased in an outer covering of silk
or other fabric of a similar nature.

Heretofore silk-covered buttons have been
made by spinning or weaving the outer fab-
ri¢ covering directly upon and around an in-
nerfilling of wood provided with a tubular per-
foration, through which the thread is passed
for Sewmﬂ' or fa,stemnﬂ* the button upon a gar-
ment.

In mv present invention I intend to con-

struct a button comprising in its construc-

tion the employment of a sheet-metal shell
having an opening or perforation in its up-
per surface, said shell being covered with a
piece of previously-woven fabric,- having a
portion thereof arranged in a bunch and
forced into the said opening in said metal
shell and held therein, substantially in the
manner to be heremafter fually set forth.

Furthermore, it 1S my object to construct-

a button of the character hereinafter fully

specified which comprises a metal shell hav-
ing an opening or perforation in its upper

surface, a covering of silk or other fabrie,
previously woven, arranged upon said shell,
and a back-plate, covered with another piece
of fabric, all of said parts being readily as-
sembled and closed together in dlee or other
sultable machinery for the purpose of pro-
ducing the finished button. The said shell

is prowded in- the top with said opening or |

]

perforation mainly for the purpose of hold-
ing a bunch of the fabrie covering therein,
the said opening, however, also being em-
ployed for the insertion of the needle and
thread when the button is made with a back-
plate provided with a correspondingly-ar-
ranged hole or perforation.
- The principal objects of this invention,
therefore, are to provide a neatly-covered
button of the character hereinabove speci-
fied, to simplify and reduce the cost of con-
struction, to secure the parts together more
eﬁectnelly, and to dispense with the necessity
of weaving the silk or othercovering directly
upon an inner filling of wood, as heretofore
Other objects are to prowde a silk or other

fabric covered button having a perforated

shell in which a portion of the said covering
is arranged and held, and, furthermore, to

_provide a tabrie-cover ed button comprising a

perforated metalshelland a back-plate,which
back-plate may or may not be provided with

‘a perforation or hole, both said shell and

back-plate being cover ed with pieces of pre-
viously-woven fabrie, the arrangements and
constructions of the parts being such that the
button can be fastened upon a garment Dy
sewing directly through the perforations in
the shell and in the ba,ek -plate or by sewing
directly through a ‘“pucker” formed in the
fabric covering of the said back-plate when

sald back-plate is not provided with a holeor

perforation.

With these several objects hereinabove
stated in view and with other advantages se-
cured and hereinafter more particularly re-
ferred to, this invention consists in the novel
button and in the novel arrangements and

combinations of the parts thereof, all of which

will be fully described in the following speci-
fication and then finally embodied in the
clauses of the claim.

The invention 18 clearlv illustrated 111 the

‘accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a button embody-
ing the principles of this invention. Fig. 2
is a top view of the same, and I'ig. 3 18 a bot-
tom view of the button. Fig. 4 is a longitu-
dinal central section of the button; and Iigs.
5 and 6 are plan views of the metalliec shell
and the metallic back-plate, respectively,
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both said shell and said back- plate being pr ‘0~
vided with centrally-disposed holes or pelfo-

rations. Fig.7 is a plan view of the piece of
woven or ﬂther piece of fabric employed as a

covering for the metallic shell of the button,

and Fw 8 is a similar view of the pilece of
fabric used as a covering for the back-plate.

Fig. 9 is a vertical cross-section of a button
in whieh the metallic back-plateis made with-
out the central hole or perforation.
is a central vertical cross-section of a button
embodying the leading features of thisinver-

tion, in-which the back-plate is made from a -

piece of cardboard provided with a central
hole or perforation; and Fig. 11is a plan view
of the said back- plate emnloyed in the con-
strruetion represented in said Fig, 10. Fig.
12 is a vertical eross-section of a button made
according to my invention, but in which the
central hole or perforation in the cardboard
back-plate is dispensed with.

Similarnumerals of reference are employed
in all of the said above-described views to in-
dicate corresponding parts.

In the said dmwmfrq 1 represents the com-
plete button, and 2 111(11(,&13@8 the metal shell,
which 1s prefembly made in the manner of a
truncated cone, being formed at the top with
aninwardly-extending and preferably curved
member, as 3, providing a central hole or

opening 4 in the top or upper surface of said

shell 2, as illustrated. The lower marginal
edge of the said shell 2 is formed with an in-
wardly-extending annular bead 5, as clearly
illustrated. Incasing the said shell 2 is a

piece of fabric 6, such as a piece of woven
silk or other llﬂ‘hb and ornamental fabric, as
indicated in Fig. 7 of the drawings. 'This
piece of fabric 1s arranged in such a manner
upon the said shell 2 that a part 7 of the fab-
ric will inclose the bead-like edge of the
curved member 3, with the central portion 8
of the fabrie 6 extending into the hole or
opening 4 and held and bunched in the said

; hole or perforation 4 with the parts 9 of said

central portion or bunch 8in positively locked

Fig. 10

or held engagement with the marginal edge

10 of the said member 3, as clearly illustrated
in FFigs. 4, 9,10, and 12 of the drawings. The
marginal portion 11,whichsurrounds theedge
12 of sald piece of fabric 6 and which is of a
¢ircular configurationin outline, asindicated
in said Kig. 7, is arranged about the lower
marginal bead 5 of the shell 2, so as to.ex-
fend into the interior of said shell, as shown.

In the construction of button represented
in Figs. 1to 4, inclusive, a back-plate 13, made
of sheet metal or any other suitable material,
18 employed, said back-plate being formed
with a centrally-disposed hole or perforation
14 and having an annular and inwardly-pro-
jecting marginal rim 15. Placed against the
outer surface of the said back-plate 13, so as
to cover the said opening or hole 14 in said
plate 13, 1s a fabrie backing 15, which is usu-
ally made from a cheaper and a stronger ma-

!

terial than the fabric covering 6, which in- |
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closes the metalshell 2. This backing 16 isusu-
ally a circular piece of burlap, as represented
in Fig. 8 of the drawings, having its mar-
oinaledgel7 arranged around and against the
outercylindrical surface of the said inwardly-
projecting rim 15 of the back-plate 13, as rep-

 resented in Fig. 4. - When the var ious parts

of the button have been properly assembled
by means of the proper dies or other tools,
the marginal bead 5 of the shell 2, the mar-
aoinal edge 12 of the fabric covering 6 the rim
15 of the back- plate 13, and the sur roundmﬂ‘
marginal edge 17 of the backing 16 are all
broun‘ht in a ﬁrmly-lacked or holdmﬂ‘ engage-
ment and a complete bution 1s the resulh

As shown the central portion of the backing
16 is usually left with & slight pucker 18.

From aninspection more especially of Figs.
2 and 4 it will be seen that the button can be
easily attached to a garment by passing the
needleand thread intoand through the bunch
8 of the covering or fabric 6, arranged in the
hole or opening in the shell 2, and through
the hole or opening 14 in the back-plate 13,
and finally through the pucker 18 of the back-
ing 16, where such backing is used, or, if de-
sned the button may be Sewed n pla,ce upon
the garment by simply passmﬂ' the needle and
bhlead in a lateral direction throagh the said
pucker 18, as will be readily undersmad.

If desired, the perforation or hole 14 in the
back-plate may be dispensed with, a solid
back-plate 19 being employed, as Indicated
in Fig. 9 of the drawings, in which case the
button is secured upon a garment by passing
the needle and thread directly and laterally
through the said pucker 18.

In lieu of a metallic back-plate 153 or 19, as
indicated in the respective Kigs. 4 and 9, a flat
disk 20,0f cardboard,paper,or other plasticma-
terial, may be employed, asindicated in Figs.
10 and 12, the said disk 20 being left solid, as
shown in Fig. 12, or having a central hole or
opening 21, as represented in Figs. 10 and 11.
The maximum diameter of the said disks 20
being preferably slightly greater than the in-
ternal minimum diameter across the lower
combined parts of the shell 2 and its fabrice-
covering, when the parts are assembled and
are in their held or binding relation an out-
wardly-extending protuberence 22 will be
formed by the compression of the said disk
20, which is is essential to the practical con-
struction of this form of button and results
in the provision of a pucker 18 in the back-
ing 16, which covers the said disk 20,

The two forms of buttons can be secured
upon a garment in the same manner herein-
above described either by passing the needle
and thread through the oppositely - placed
holes in the shell 2 and the disk 20 or by sew-
ing directly through the pucker when a disk
is used in which there is no central hole. In

practice these fabric-covered buttons are
usually made very small, being about three-
sixteenths or one-quarter of an inch across
the maximum diameter, all the views in the
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accompanying drawings being greatly exag-
gerated; but of course it will be understood
that I do not limit my invention to the par-
ticular sizes mentioned, and I may make the
button larger or smaller, according to the de-
mands of the trade.

It will also be evident that various changes
may be made in the different arrangements
and combinations of the parts comprising my
novel form of button without departing from
the scope of this invention. Hence I do not
limit my present invention to the exact ar-
rangements and combinations of the various
parts, as herein described and as illustrated
in the drawings, nor do I confine myself to
the exact details of the construction of the
various parts of the button.

Having thus described my invention, what

"1 elaim is—
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1. A buttom comprising a hollow shell of
metal, having an opening in itsupper surface,
and a lower and inwardly-extending binding
edge, a back-plate, a fabric backing arranged
over said back-plate, said back-plate and 1its
backing being held in position by the binding
edge of said shell, and a fabric covering in-
casing said shell, having its marginal edge ar-
ranged over the binding edge of said shell and
held in position between said edge and the
back-plate and its backing, substantially as
and for the purposes set forth.

2. A button comprising a hollow shell of
metal, having an opening in its upper suarface,
and a lower and inwardly-extending binding
edge,a back-plate havingacentrally-arranged
opening in alinement with the opening insaid
shell, a fabric backing arranged over said
back-plate, said back-plate and its backing
being held in position by the binding edge of
said shell, and a fabric covering incasing said

shell, having its marginal edge arranged over

the binding edge of said shell and held in po-
sition between said edge and the back-plate
and its backing, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

3. A button comprising a hollow shell of
metal, having an opening in its upper surtace,
a back-plate, and a fabric covering incasing
said shell and formed with a bunch extend-
ing into said opening in said shell and held
by the edge of that part of the shell which
surrounds said opening, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth,

4. A button comprising a bollow shell of
metal, having an opening in its upper surface,
and aninwardly-extending bead, a back-plate
clamped in position by said bead, and a fab-

ric covering incasing said shell and formed

o

with a bunch extending into said opening in
said shell and held by the edge of that part
of the shell which surrounds said opening,

and said covering having its marginal edge

arranged over said bead and held in position

between said bead and the back-plate, sub-

stantially as and for the purposes set forth.
5. The herein-described button comprising

60

65

a hollow shell of metal, having an openingin

its upper surface, and a lower and inwardly-
extending clamping-bead, a back-plate hav-
ing an inwardly-extending marginal shoulder,
a fabric backing arranged over said back-
plate and said marginal shoulder, said mar-
oginal shoulder of said back-plate and that
portion of the fabric backing which 1s ar-
ranged over said shoulder being held in posi-
tion by said clamping-bead of the shell, and

a fabric covering incasing said shell, having

its marginal edge arranged over said clamp-
ing-bead and held in position between said
bead and the marginal shoulder of said back-
plate and its backing, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

6. The herein-described button comprising
a hollow shell of metal, having an opening in
its upper surface, and a lower and inwardly-
extending clamping-bead, a back-plate hav-
inganinwardly-extending marginalshoulder,
a fabric backing arranged over said back-
plate and said marginal shoulder, said back-
plate having a centrally-arranged opening in
alinement with the opening in said shell, and
said marginal shoulder of said back-plate and
that portion of the fabric backing which is

arranged over said shoulder being held in po-:

sition by said clamping-bead of the shell, and
a fabric covering incasing said shell, having
its marginal edge arranged over sald clamp-
ing-bead and held in position between said
bead and the marginal shoulder of said back-
plate and its backing, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

7. A button comprising a hollow shell of
metal, having an openinginits upper surface,
and a fabric covering incasing said shell and
formed with a bunch extending into sald
opening in said shell and held by the edge of
that part of the shell which surrounds said
opening, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth. | | |

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this

17th day of May, 1901.

WILLIAM HORNICH, JR.

Witnesses: ‘
FREDK. C. FRAENTZET,,
GEO. D. RICHARDS.
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