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To all whom it may concer: -
Beit known that I, FRANK H. MITCHELL, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britaln, re-
siding at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Locks for Cigar or other Boxes, of which the
following is a full and complete specification,
such as will enable those skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. |
Thisinvention relatesto devices forlocking
boxes, and has for one object to provide a sim-

ple and effective locking device which may |

be instantly and manually affixed to a cigar-
box or analogous receptacle or package to
lock the lid of the same against tampering
with the contents, a further object of the in-
vention being to provide such a device as can
be removed from one box to another as de-
sired.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of parts hereinai-

~ ter fully described and claimed.
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In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, in which like refer-
ence characters denote corresponding parts
in the several views, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a cigar-box equipped with a locking
device embodying my invention. Fig.21sa
somewhat similar perspective view of the box
with the lid partially open. Fig. 3 1s a per-
spective view of a box and lock taken from
the end, the box being shown in section.

The improved locking device 1 have invent-
od consists of two members, respectively
adapted to engage the front of the body por-
tion of the box and the lid thereof, the first

" member embodying, primarily, lock-casing
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A, and the second member an angular plate B.

The lock-casing A is provided with any suit-
able lock mechanism, of which the latch a
(seen in Fig. 2) is operated by a suitable key
inserted through the keyhole b. The lock-
casing A extends above the level of the front
panel C' of the box C, to which it is secured
and to or about the slightly-higher level of the
end panels C? and the upper portion of this
lock-casingis provided with a central aperture

zo ¢ for access of a suitable locking-hasp to the

latech @. Upon the rear of the lock-casing Ais
a horizontal flange d, which in actual practice

| rests up'on the upper edge of the front panel

(', and from this flange projects downwardly
at right angles a vertical flange ¢, which en-

‘gages the inner face of the said front panel

(. In the lower portion of the lock-casing
are slidably mounted two pins f, provided

| with heads f', by which they may be for-

wardly withdrawn and formed with suitable
points 7?,provided with annular ribs or flanges
3 to prevent their being wholly withdrawn
from the lock -casing and which when the
pins are pressed inwardly enter the wood of
the front panel C' of the box.

The upper member B consists of a flat plate
provided upon its under face with four or any
desired number of pins or sharp projections
g, which are simultaneously pressed into the
wood of the lid C of the box. This plate pro-
jects forwardly beyond the front edge of the
lid Ctand over the upper portion of the lock-
casing A and is provided witha downwardly-
projecting extension B’, which when the box
is closed passes in front of and conceals the
major portion of the lock-casing A, including
the opening ¢ and the movable pins f. The
extension, however, is cut away at B? so as
to leave the keyhole B exposed. Upon the
inner face of the extension B'is a pin or pro-
jection h, which when the lid is closed will

‘engage the lateh a.
The operation of the device will be readily
anderstood from the foregoing description

when taken in connection with the accompa-
nying drawings, and the advantages of my in-
vention will be manifest to all, the device be-
ing constructed as hereinabove described or
in such form as to comprise the operative ele-
ments and generically the attributes men-
tioned. When itis desired toapply the same
to a cigar-box or other receptacle or package,
this is done in the following manner: The
pins f of the lock-casing A are drawn out-
wardly as far as possible and the lower mem-
ber comprising the said lock-casing is slipped
at any convenient point upon the front panel

¢’ of the open box in such manner that the

vertical flange e will engage the inner face of
the said panel and the horizontal flange d
will rest upon the inner edge thereof, which
can be done without in any manner disturb-
ing the contents of even a full box of ¢igars
or other goods. The pins f are then pressed
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~ pensive and in commercial practice practi-

472

50

)

inwardly, so as to enter the wood of the front
panel, whereupon the lower member or lock-
casing is firmly secured to the box. The lid

18 then closed and the upper member of the
device secured thereto by first placing this

member in its proper position, so that the ex-
tension B’ projects in front of the lock-casing
A in such proper alinement that the projec-
tion or pin /& will be ready to engage the latch
a, and the main portion or plate B is then
pressed down upon the upper face of the said

lid, 80 as to force the pins g thereinto and at

the same time cause the projection or pin %
to engage the latch and lock the lid in posi-
tion,it being understood that the usual spring-
lock is preferably employed. |
Since the extension B’ is securely fastened
to the lock-casing and the latter to the body
of the box, the lid accordingly cannot be
raised from its closed position, but is securely
clamped in place, and the lock-casing cannot
be removed from the box while the device
15 in the locked relation, as the pins f can-
not be withdrawn, nor, in fact, can access

‘thereto be had. By this means the contents

of a cigar-box or the like can be preserved
from access thereto by unauthorized persons,
which, as is well known, is the cause of the
loss of many valuable cigars by the owners
thereof. The device cannot only be inatantly
applied to any box, but after one box is emp-
tied can be detached and applied to another,
which is a very valuable advantage in view
of thefact that the different cigar-boxes con-
tain the brands of the respective manufac-
turers and are not refilled when once emp-
tied, but are thrown away. It would be ex-

callyimpossible to supply all cigar-boxes with
locks, like trunks or satchels: but by means
of my invention each individual may possess
himself of one locking device embodying my
Invention and apply it successively to each
box of cigars which he may purchase there-
after, except, of course, those who constantly
keep several or a number of different brands
open at the same time, in which cases a cor-
regponding number of the locking devices
are needed. DBy reason of the pins g or means
of manual connection of the upper member

B with the box-lid this member will remain |

~upon the lid when the latter is open, and
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therefore when once the lock is placed upon
the box it never needs to be removed until
the box is no longer to be used. |

I desire it to be understood that I do not
confine myself to the exact construction and
arrangement of details hereinabove set out,
as the device may be altered or varied with-
in the scope of the invention.

Having fully deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |
1. A detachable locking device for cigar or
other boxes or receptacles, comprising two
separate members, one of which is provided
with means whereby it may be manually af-
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fixed to-and detached from the body portion
ot the box, and embodying a lock-casing pro-
vided with a keyhole, and a second member
adapted to engage the lid of the box and com-
prising-an angular plate, the lower portion
of which is formed to fit over in front of the
lock-casing to close and conceal all of the same

| exceptthe keyholethereof; andlocking means

upon the said angular plate adapted to engage
the lock-casing when the lower portion of the
plate projects in front of the said casing.

2. A detachable locking device for cigar or

other boxes or receptacles, comprising two

separate members, one of which embodies a
lock-casing adapted to engage the body por-
tion of the box and provided on its front face
with insertible pins extending through the
sald member and adapted to be pressed in-
wardly to enter the wood of the box; and the
other member being formed and adapted to
engage or project over the lid of the box and
provided with locking means to engage the
lock-casing of the lower member and being
also adapted to project over and conceal the
insertible pins. | :

5. A detachable locking device for cigar or
other boxes or receptacles, comprising a lock-
casing provided with an inwardly-projecting
portion adapted to engage over the upper
edge of the box to prevent outward movement

of the lock - casing, and being further pro-

vided with manually-insertible devices for
connecting the said lock-casing to the box to
prevent inward movement thereof; and a
lid-engaging member provided with locking
means for engaging the said lock-casing.

- 4. A detachable lock for ecigar or other
boxes or receptacles, comprising a lock-cas-
ing provided with movable pins adapted to
be partially withdrawn, and to be projected

inwardly to insert the same in the body por-

tion of a box, and an upper member or plate
adapted to project over the lid of the box,
and provided with means for engaging the
sald lock-casing and formed and adapted to
project over the front of the lock-casing and
conceal the movable pins. B

5. A device for locking cigar or other boxes
or receptacles comprising a lock-casing pro-
vided with movable pins adapted to be par-
tially withdrawn, and to be pressed inwardly
to insert the same in the wood of the body
portion of the box, and an upper member or
plate adapted to project over the lid of the
box, and provided with a downwardly-rang-
ing outer extension carrying means for en-
gaging the lock-casing, said extension being
adapted to fit over and conceal the said mov-
able pins. | B

6. A device for locking cigar or other boxes
or receptacles, comprising a lock-casing, pro-
vided with movable pins adapted to be with-
drawn, and to be pressed inwardly to insert

the same in the wood of the body portion of

the box, whereby to manually affix the lock-
ing device thereto and disconnect the same
therefrom, and an upper member or plate
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679,030

adapted to project over the lid of the box,
and provided upon its under surface with
pins whereby it may be manually affixed
thereto, and having a downwardly-ranging
forward extension provided upon its inner
face with a projection or pin adapted to en-

" oage the lock-casing, the said extension being
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adapted to rest in front of the lock-casing and
conceal the movable pins thereot.

7. A device forlocking cigar or other boxes
or receptacles comprising a lock-casing pro-
vided rearwardly below the top thereof with
a horizontal flange adapted to rest upon the

top of the front panel of a cigar-box, and |

provided with a downwardly-ranging flange
adapted to engage the inner face of the said
panel, the ' said lock-casing being centrally
apertured at the top thereof, and provided at
one side with a keyhole adapted to be oper-
ated by asunitable key; movable pins secured
in the said lock-casing and adapted to be
partially butnot wholly withd rawn therefrom
and to be pressed inwardly to insert the same
in the wood of the cigar-box; and an upper
member comprising a plate adapted to pro-
ject over and engage the upper face of the
box-lid, and provided upon its under surtace
with a plurality of pins adapted to be in-
serted in the box-lid, the said plate project-
ing forwardly beyond the edge of the said
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box-lid and over the box-casingand provided

with a downwardly-projecting extension car-
rying a projection or pin adapted to engage
the lock-casing, the said extension normally
resting in front of the lock-casing when the
box is closed, whereby to conceal the lock-
opening and the movable pins, and the said
extension being cut out at one side to leave
the keyhole of the said lock-casing exposed.
8. A detachable locking device for cigar or
other boxes or receptacles, comprising a lock-
casing, provided with movable projections
or insertible devices adapted to engage the
box whereby to be manually affixed thereto;
in combination with a member or device
adapted to be connected with the said lock-

casing and so formed as to project over and

engage the lid of the box when so connected
to the lock-casing and being further formed
and adapted to cover the manually-insertible
devices when the device is locked and permit
access to them when the device is nnlocked.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
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ence of the subseribing witnesses, this 25th 5¢

1900.

day of October, |
| FRANK H. MITCHELL.

Witnesses:
C. C. OLSEN,
F. A. STEWART.
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