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To all whom i€ May CONCern:
Be it known that I, ALBERT BAUMGARTEN,

g resident of Freeport, in the county of Ste-

phenson, State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Devices
for Applying Caps to Bottles and Like Arti-
cles, of which the followingis a full, clear, and

-exact description.
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 The invention designs to provide a hand-

tool of simple, light,and inexpensive construc- |

tion which can be conveniently and quickly
operated to secure caps (usnally made of foil)
to boftles. , |

" The invention further designs t0 provide a
simple hand-tool which can be readily placed

“and positioned over the upper porfion of a bot-

tle in vertical position and then conveniently
operated to secure the cap to the bottle.

The invention consists primarily in provid-
ing a bottle-capper which comprises a pair of
jaws, each of which is provided with a han-
dle and which are adapted to be shifted to-
ward each other to press the capinto close con-
tact with the bottle and forming these jaws
so they are adapted to be placed over a bottle
and cap and providing a part which will rest
on the top of a bottle in vertical position to

position the capper in readiness for the clos-
Such a construction provides

ing of the jaws. |
asimple capper which can be quickly and con-
veniently positioned over the top of a bottle

in vertical position and then quicklyand con-

veniently operated. Theinvention provides
a simple capper which can be used to apply
caps while the bottles are in vertical position
and without the necessity of grasping a bot-
tle and placing and holding 1t between the
jaws of a capping device and which when

placed over a bottle will rest in proper posi-

tion to be operated.

The invention further consists in the sev-
oral novel features of construction hereinatter
described, illustrated in the drawings, and
more particularly defined by the claims at the
conclusion hereof. | |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
of a bottle-capper embodying the preferred
form of the invention. Fig. 2isa view 1n cen-

tral horizontal section, a portion of the han-

Fig. 3 is a view In

dles being broken away.
Fig. 4

vertical section on line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

is o, view in front elevation of the jaws, these |

at a4, to prevent excessive

' being swung into position to show the interior

of both jaws and the elastic bushing being re-
moved. | | |

otally connected at their inner ends to per-
mit the jaws to be opened and closed,and these
jawsareeach provided with an operating han-
dleor lever, preferably formed integral there-

- 55
A and B denote the bodies of two jaws piv-
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with, as shown at A" and B'. Jaw A is pro-

vided at its inner end with ears or lugs a, be-
tween which fit ears or lngs b, projecting from

the jaw B, and a pivot pin or bolt C extends
through perforations in the lugs a and b.

Such construction serves to pivotally connect
the jaws A and B at their inner ends, so the
jaws willswinglaterally when the handles are

~operated. .The lugs & and.b are preferably
formed integral with the jaws A and B, re-

The body of each of the jaws 1s

spectively.
of semieylindric shape,and the jaw

preferably

ing ribs or lugs a®. A pocket A?is formed be-
tween the side of jaw A and ribs a?, wherein &

section D of an elastic bushingissecurely held.

Jaw B is provided with inwardly-projecting

integral ribs D', and in the pocket B?, formed

between the side of jaw B and ribs 0, sec-
tion D’ of the elastic bushing is securely held.

These sections of the bushing are formed with.

V-shaped ribs
shaped grooves in
bushing-sections. When in closed position
the'jaws A and B and the bushing-sections
completely encircle the bottle neck and eap
and serve to press all portions of the cap
firmly against and around the bottle-neck.
The handles are arranged to abut against
each other when in closed position, as shown
I pressure against
the bottle. The upper end of the inwardly-

fitting . into correspondingly-

the opposite edges of the
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‘A is provided with integral inwardly-project-
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projecting ribs a? of the jaw A is extended to

form a rest o', designed to engage the top of
the bottle or cap and form a rest or stop,which
holds the capper in proper position with re-
spect to
makes it possible to quickly place the capper
over the top of a bottle in proper. position

and in readiness to be operated. The con-
struction throughout is such that the neces-
sity of holding the bottle with one hand is
entirely avoided. The bottles to which caps
are to be applied are placed upon a table or
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the bottle-neck. Such rest or stop -
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~ the jaws are being operated.
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shelf, and by placing the capper successively |

over each bottle the.caps can be quickly and
conveniently applied. -

- The operation is as follows: The cap to be
applied, which is usually of ““cup shape” and
nas an annular portion to inclose the side of
the bottle-neck and a top to fit over the cork,
18 placed loosely over a bottle in vertical posi-
tion. The operator then places the tool, with
the jaws A and B in slightly-spread position,
over the bottle-neck and so the upper portion
of the bottle-neck is within the elastic bush-
ing and so stop a’ will rest upon the top of
the cap or bottle. The handles A’ and B’ will
then be forced toward each other, which shift

will cause the jaws A and B to compress the

clastic bushing-sections and cause the bush-

ing to firmly press all portions of the cap into
close contact with and to fit
the bottle. When the capper is placed over
the bottle, the stop o’ will foree the cap down-
wardly against the top of the bottle and pre-
vent the cap from bulging upwardly while
Thus it will be
seen that the invention provides a simple
hand-tool which can be readily and quickly
placed over a bottle in vertical position and
when thus placed will always be in proper
position to apply the eap. The invention
possesses several advantages. It provides a
simple hand-tool which can be quickly oper-
ated. The necessity of holding a bottle is

- dispensed with, thus making it possible to
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apply caps to bottles resting on a table or
shelf, and, moreover, the capper need not be
secured to a support. |

I am aware that elastic bushings have been

~ heretofore nsed for capping devices and do
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- 18 the first to provide a simple capper which |
when placed over the top of a bottle in ver- !
tical position will rest upon the top of the bot- |
tle and be in a proper vertical position in
readiness foroperation. Theinvention there-
fore is not to be understood as restricted to
the details of construction shown and de- |
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‘not wish to be understood as c¢laiming such

broadly. So far asIam aware the invention

snugly around

679,012

scribed, excepting when these are specifically '

defined in the claims,

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
P&tent, iS"','-' - |

1. A hand-tool for applying caps to bottles,
comprising the combination of a pair of Jaws
pivotally secured together at one end to swing
laterally, each of said jaws being formed of
sides and provided with inward projections
at the top and bottom thereof, an elastic bush-

ing formed of sections extending and held -
fit 60

between said projections, and formed to
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around a bottle, a stop arranged to rest upon
the top of a bottle or eap, and an operating -

| lever or handle rigidly secured on each of said

JAWS. | |

2. A hand-tool for applying caps to bottles,
pair of jaws

comprising the combination of a
pivotally secured together at one end to swing
laterally, each of said jaws being formed of
sides and provided with inward projections

at the top and bottom thereof, an elastic bush- 70

ing formed of 'sections extending and held be-

around a bottle, a stop formed on one of said
Jaws and arranged to rest u pon the top of a
bottle or cap, and an operating lever or han-
dle rigidly secured on each of said jaws.,

3. A hand-tool for applying ecaps to bottles,

comprising the combination of a pair of jaws,

each of which is provided with pivot-lags at
one end whereby the jaws are secured to
swing laterally, said jaws having sides and
integrally - formed inwardly-projecting ribs,
an elastic bushing formed to fit around a bot-
tle, a stop formed on one of said jaws and ar-
ranged to rest upon the top of a bottle or cap
when in vertical position and serving to po-
sition the tool vertically and an operating leé-
ver or handle on each of said jaws and inte-
grally formed therewith. -

ALBERT BAUMGARTEN.

Witnesses:
- FRED GERLACH,
TORRIS H. ALFORDS.

- tween said projections, and formed to fit
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