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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JOHN W. HATFER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Harris-
burg, in the county of Dauphin and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Suspenders, of whleh
the following is a specification.

My 1nvent10n has for its object to prod nee
a pair of suspenders of peculiar construction
which shall be adapted tosupportthe trousers
in such a manner as to cause them to set

properly and comfortably and to secure this |

without attaching the suspenders to the rear
of the trousers, thus relieving the wearer of
the strain which is neeessauly incident to

suspenders connected to the trousers at the |

- rear whenever the body is bent forward.
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It also has for its object to produce a pair
of suspenders which shall operate also as a
shoulder-brace, and, further, to prevent the
suspenders thus constructed from cutting or
drawing to an uncomfortable degree upon the
wearer around the shoulders. |

It has for a further object to produce an
importantmeansforattaching thesuspenders
to the trousers. |

To secure these objects, my invention con-
sistsof a pair of suspenders and means for at-
taching them to the trousers constructed in
the manner which I will now proceed to de-
scribe and as illustrated in the drawings, in
which—~-

Figure 1 is a view 111ustmt1nn* the suspend-

ers in use upon a person. Fw‘ 2 18 a per-
spective view of the sna‘-;pender% alone in the
position which they occupy when in use.
Fig. 3 is a detail view of one of the connect-
ing-pieces B. Fig. 4 is a detall view illus-
trating the front eonneetwn or attachment
of the | suspenders with the trousers.
- Referring to the drawings, A A indicate
front stlaps, which are adapted to be carried
over the shoulders and connected with buec-
kles or connecting-plates b at the back. The
two buckles B are connected by a cross strap
or piece C. The length of the straps A is
such that the cross-strap C is disposed rela-
tively high—that is, across the back between
the bhouldms

D D are rear straps, Whlch are connected at
their upper ends fo the buckles B.

¥ F indicate connectin Gf'~-stra,]g)s arranged to | strain When the body is bent forward, and it

;band.

preferably with the inner fly thereof.

| connect the lower ends of the front and back

straps A and D. This connecting-strap may
be connected to the parts A and D in any
desirable way, though I prefer to have it con-

nected directly by sewing or otherwise with
the rearor back strap D and connected with

the front strap by means of a buckle or tri-
angular-shaped ring.

It will be seen by reference to the draw-

ings that the parts A, D, and F constitute a

closed loop through which the arm of the-

wearer 1s thrust, the strap A extending across
the back of the shouldel and under the arm

| and the connecting-piece I’ being arranged

at the side under the arm. The two 100ps
thus formed are united by the back strap C,
and thereby held in proper relation to each
other.

G represents the main supporting strap or
It is connected with the loop of the
suspenders, through which the arm of the

wearer extends, as described, directly under

the arm, preferably by being connected aft
the junction-of straps D and I, and it is
adapted to be secured to the trousers at the

side thereof near the top and in line with the

side seam. DBy uniting or connecting the
suspenders with the trouSers at this poi.nt two
important results are secured. In the first

35

6o

75

30

place the attachment 18 in the most advan-

tageous position for suspendmg the trousers,
and inthe second place it is arranged where
it is strongly reinforced, so that there is no

danger of the attachmenttearing the trousers.

H X represent front supporting - pieces.
They are connected with the lower ends of
the front straps A and are adapted to be con-
nected with the front portion of the trousers.

These
front supporiing straps or pieces operate to

, 99

sustain the trousers in front, holding them -
properly in position, and they also gerve to

| draw the front straps A forward, preventing
them from assuming a tight and uncomfort- .

able position under the arms, as is liable to
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occur if they are not thus held The sus-

penders when constructed and attached to
the trousers as described are very comfort-
able, as there is no connection between the

suspenders and the rear of the trousers, thus

leaving the back free, so that there is no
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1s the cominon experience of the wearers of
suspenders that the great strain and danger
of breakage is due to the forward bending of
the body. A further advantage is that the
front straps A and H codperate to hold the
bosom of the shirt against the body, and thus
they tend to prevent bulging or wrinkling
thereof.

While it is evident that the suspenders
constructed as described might be attached
to the trousers by means of buttons or tabs
formed with buttonholes, I prefer a novel
form of connection which I have illustrated
in the drawings and which consists of a ring
or loop I, adapted to be engaged by a hook or

catch J at the ends of the supporting-pieces
of the suspenders. The rings or loops are

firmly secured to pieces of braid, tape, or
other suitable fabric K, adapted to be per-
manently secured by sewing to the trousers.
These are secured in such position that the
rings or loops are just below the top edge of
the trousers, and thus out of sight. I prefer
that a portion of the tape k& should be ex-
tended upward or beyond the ring I and se-
cared to the trousers, so as to constitute a
shield or guard for preventing the hook J
from wearing the trousers when it is con-
nected with the ring. |

What I claim is—

1. In suspenders the combination of the
strap portions arranged fo encircle the armes,
the back connecting-strap between such arm-
encircling portions, supporting - straps ar-
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| the sides of the trousers directly under the
arm$, and other supporting-straps arranged

between the arm-encircling parts and the
front central portion of the trousers, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. In suspenders the combination of the
front straps arranged to pass over the shoul-
ders, the cross strap or piece C at the back
connecting the front straps, the back straps
D arranged to be brought-from the back to un-
der the arms, the connecting strap or piece I
uniting the lower portions of the back straps
D and the front strap, the supporting-straps
G united with the trousers at the sides, and
the downwardly and forwardly extending

connecting-pieces H extending from thelower
ends of the front straps to the front of the

trousers where they are united, substantially
as set forth.

3. 1'he combination with suspenders hav-
ing supporting ends provided with hooks, of
the attachments arranged to be secured to the
trousers for connections with the suspenders
and consisting of straps, tape or braid adapt-
ed to be united with the trousers by sewing
and provided with the extended ends %, and
rings secured thereto and adapted to be en-
gaged by the hooks of the trousers and ar-
ranged in front of the ends k& of the straps,
substantially as set forth.

JOIN W. ITIATFER.

Witnesses:
J. 5. BARKER,
H. N. L.ow.

40

30

55

60




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

