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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, TaomAs J. A. FREE-

MAN, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Jersey City, in the county of Hud-
son and State of New Jersey, haveinvented a
new and Improved Swimming-Shoe, of which
the following is a full, eleer and exect de-
scription. ‘
- The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved swimming-shoe which is
simple and durable in construction, easily
applied, and arranged to aid the user in swim-
ming or treading Wa,ter and also to permit
convement walking on land.

The invention con51sts of novel features
and parts and combinations of the same, as
will be fully described hereinafter and then

- pointed out in the claims.
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A practical embodiment of the invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, in which
similar characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
provement as applied. Fig. 2 is an inverted
plan view of the 1mprovement and Iig. 3 is
a transverse section of the same.

The improved swimming-shoe consists, es-

sentially, of a foot-plate A, adapted to be se-
cured to the user’s foot, as shown and here-

inafter more fully described, and said foot-

plate is connected at its ander side by hinges
B B’ with a wing C, approximately rectangu—
lar in shape and edepted to extend in hori-
zontal alinement with the foot-plate A and to

swing into an angular position to said foot-
plate in a downward direction, as illustrated |

in full and dotted lines in Flo‘ 3. The up-
ward-swinging motion of the wing C is lim-
ited by a cross-bar or stop D, Seeured to the

foot-plate A and reaching over the top sur-

face of the wing C when the latter is in a hori-
zontal alined peeltlon with the foot-plate A.

When the wing C is in this position, it may

be locked in plaee on said stop D by a suit-

able catch E, pivofed on the top of the saad

WII]‘D‘

The inner edge C' of the wing C is prefer-
ably beveled to accommodate and receive the

| the downward-swinging movement of the

wing C, so that the latter stands at an obtuse
angle relatively to the foot-plate A when in a
lowermost position, as indicated in dotted
lines in Fig. 1.

The foot- plete A is shaped according to the

user’s foot and is provided at its heel with a

heel-cap F and near the front and 1nsteD
with straps G, adapted to pass over the user’s
foot to secure the f0ot- -plate 1n position on the
foot.

The rear hinge I3 has one of its leaves ex-
tended and bent upward at the inside of the
foot-plate A, as indicated at B®in Figs. 1 and
3, and on this bent upper portion of the hinge

B 1s bolted or otherwise secured a post H, car-

rying at its upper end a strap I, adapted to
engage the ankle portion of the user’s foot to
securely hold the swimming-shoe in position.

By the arrangement described a very strong

and durable swimming-shoeis provided which
can be readily secured to the user’s foot by
the use of the straps G and 1.

When the user walks on land, the catch E

18 engaged with the stop D, so as to form of

the Wing C an extension-sole forthe foot-plate
A. When the user reaches the water, the
catceh K is thrown out of engagement with the
stop D, and when the user now swims and
draws his foot forward toward the body then

each wing C swings rearward into the angu-
lar position shown in dotted lines in K'ig. 3 to
offer as little resistance as possible to the Wa-

ter. When the user pushes his feet rearward
for forward - propelling purposes, then the

wing C swings from its angular position into
the alined position with the foot-plate A to

increase the resistance of the swimming-shoe

on the water and to thereby aid the swimmer
in his forward movement.

It 1s intended to
have the shoe as near as possible of the spe-

cifiec gravity of sea-water, so that in case of

an accident to the wearer or to the shoe it
would not tend to make the swimmer sink.
Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—
1. A swimming-shoe, comprising a foot-
plate having a heel -cap; a wing hmﬂ'ed at one

eyes B?of the hinges B B/, as is plainly shown | side of. said foot-plate, a stop rlﬂ'ld on said

in Fig. 3, said hinges bemﬂ' arranged to limit

foot-plate_and extending over smd wing; to
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- side of:
O

o

limitthe upward-swinging movement thereof,
‘straps on the foot-plate, for engaging the
‘user’s foot, a postrising from the heel portion
~of the foot-plate at one side thereof, and an
- 5-ankle-strap on. Smd post for enfraguw the

. fﬂl]kl@ of the user’s foot, as set forth.:

2. A swimming-shoe, comprising a. oot
- ---;.ﬁlate having a heel cap, a wing hinged at one
md foot-plate, a stOp 11{?1(1 on said-
o, to:
o limit the upward-swin g-in omovementthereof,.
~straps on the foot-plate, for engaging the.|
-user’s foot, a post rising from the heel portion |
- of the foot-plate at one side thereof, an ankle-
strap on said post for engaging the ankle ot
- the user’s foot, and a catch on the wing.
- engaging said stop and locking the w mf‘f in
S plﬁce in horizontal ﬂ,lmement wi th satd f()()t--" |
-'p]aiej as set forth. | -

foot-plate and extending .OT_GI',_Su_I_d wing

, for

S

side of -
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3. A swimming-shoe, comprising a foot-
.plate having a heel- -cap, awing hinged atone
_a1d._foo.t,-pla,te,-a,.smp mgld on ._smdf
foot-plate and extending over sald wing, to
Jdimittheupward-swinging movement thereof, -
: -=st1‘apsii0:11:-'t'he-fo’o-t.g—:plate-,».-for_i engaging the 25
user’s foot, a post rising from the heel portion

of the foot-plate at one side thereof, and an
‘ankle-strap on sz-ud post for engaging the -
-ankle of the user’s foot, said post bemﬂ' S@- .
cured to an uptumed end of the rear hmﬂ'e,

as set torth. -
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In test.lmc}ny whereg[ I hzwe glrrne(] my-l-;. o

3:11ame to this specification in t.he presence of
subser 1bmﬂ' witnesses. -
s | TIIOMAS J. A FRTE\IAN
\Vltnesse% :
MARrY M. Acnrsow'
- IFRAXK A. LYRN_ES._ ;




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

