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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE A. TOWN,: OF FRAMINGHAM, MASSAQHUSETTS.

_ M‘AIL-CARmER’_s WAGON--

SPECIFICATION fermmg part of Letters Patent Ne 6 78, 074 deted J uly 9, 1901
Apphea.tinn filed Mey 6, 1901. Seriel Ho. 58 ,892 (No model.)

To all whom it ﬂmy concern:

Beit known that I, GEORGE A. TOWN a citi-
zen of the United Stetes, residing at Fram-
ingham, in the county of Mlddlesex and State.
5 Of Maseachusetbs have invented new and
useful Imprevements in Mail-Carriers’ Wag-
ons, of which the following isa Speelﬁcetmn
| ThIS invention relates to wagons of the
style adapted for the use of letter-carners or
mail-carriers in the collection of mail-matter
or, if desired, in the delivery of the same.

Lebter—carrlers wagons as at present con-
structed are of the two wheeled type, as that

easily and quickly operatedin a limited space.

Such wagons as at present constructed are

| extremely severe on the horse, not only on
account of the inequalities of the road-bed,

but for the reason that the carrier is obhged_
toget in and out of his wagon very frequently,

and each time that he enters or leaves the

wagon he applies a distinet shock to the |
. -spondm parts.
entering orleaving he steps his footand hence |

‘shafts, and hence to the horse, as whether

applies his whole welght suddenly and hur-
riedly upon the wagon at a point either in
front of or at the rear of the line of the axle.

length of time. Moreover, the jar and shake

- to the rider are severe and exhausting, es-

pecially over rough country-roads, and par-
ticularly in view of the fact that it is almost

style of letter-carriers’ wagons which have a

- cover or topasa protectfon from the weather..

‘With such covered letter- carriers’ wagons
which are now in use as far as I am aware
it is impossible for the letter-carrier to stand
at the rear of the wagon and from such po-

sition remove or sort any letters which are

inside the wagon, usually in a bag or pouch
hanging therein, without exposure to the
weether and in case of heavy rains such ex-
posure becomes necessary many times in the
course of a trip over the route.
made in this invention whereby the carrier
can stand under the ordinary cover or top of

his wagon aud easily reach the bag or pouch

‘tion.

Fig. 4is a rear elevation.
larged detail showing one of the forward

Provision is.

| .-WhICh henﬂ's near the front of the wagon and o
do any sortmg necessary and be fully pro-

tected from rain or snow. The same con-

struction which affords the carrier suchsfand-
ing-space serves also to enable him to step
into the wagon at such a point that the shock
of thefirst step will be directly over the shaft.

There are other advantages in this inven-

tion which will be ,underetood by reference
to- the specification and drawings, and the

nature of the invention consists of the'con-_
struction below described, and 111ustreted in

said drawings, in Whlch—- |
style of wagon is not only economieal, butis |

Figure 1 1e a view In side elevatlon of a
letter carrier’s wagon embodying my inven-
Fig. 2 13 a horizontal section taken on
line X, Flb
‘Fig. 5 18 an en-

sprmﬂ'e in front elevation and one of the

i‘ shefte in vertical section.

Similar letters of reference mdlcate corre- |

The two wheels a of this wagon are con-
nected by a dropped axle b, upon which rest

.ordmery side elliptical springs c, Wthh are
| the main support of the carriage-body.

~ Hence the shafts are knocked up and down |
perhaps a hundred times in a day,with the re-
sult that very few horses can stand:being.
used for this kind of service for any grea.t:

d d are the ordinary shafts.
A represents the front wall of the car riage-

_~-b0dy, the lower portion of which is prefer-
ably paneled, as shown. _ _
i§ provided with windows A’y preferably two

in number, and with openings A", set high

up, as shown, through which the reins may
..'extend to the oceupent of the wagon. '
impossible for the wagon to be properly |
balanced. This 1mprovement applies to that"

B B represent the side walls, hevmn' their

-:,lower portions paneled and prowded with |
“windows B’ in their upper portlone corre-
-.'spendmg with the windows. A'. |

C is the top, prefera,blj,,r eurved u pward cen-
trally, as shown. - |
D 1s the bottom, dropped below the lower

edges of the front and sides and connected by ¢

the flaring sides D’ mth the front suies end. .

d‘_beck of the body.

E represents the back of the body, smtebly-
paneled at its lower portion and with its up-
per portion provided with windows E’. This
back is formed to receive a door which is

hinged at e thereto, said door being provided
_W113h the two folds F and F’, the fold E" being
'hmﬂ'ed at f to the fold K and both folds bemg._-

......

. Fig. 3 is a front elevation. =

The upper portion |
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baneled at their lower portions and having:| front edge of the wagon, ‘where Lhey will be
windows F'' in their upper portions. The*! of the. greatest use. and where springs of suffi-
lower end of this door is on a line with the | cient delicacy can be applied to absorb and
lower edges of the back, side, and front walls. | neutralize even very small jars or shakes pro-

The rear flaring wall D" of the dropped bot- | duced by the horse or the road-beéd, thus ren-

tom extends up to and is joined to the lower | dering the wagon exceedingly easy on the
edge of the rear wall'L, but‘is cut away ver=| Tiorse-and for the occupant. The recess H
tically under the door, thus providing a ver- | is of such a depth that the carrier can easily
tical passage or opening H of the same width. |istand in'it and reach for the contents of
as-the door and directly under it. Kxtend- | 'his mail - bags, which hang on the hooks I,
ing from this passage H rearward isacurved | and even do a little sortmg, if necessary, or
opening H', formed in:the bottom D. The.|he.can readily reach any of the shelves L.
rear side of the front wall A is provided with | Moreover when standing in this recess he
suitable hooks I, from which mail bags: or | 13wd1reetly under-the top C and is protected

pouches can be hung. Extending from the-|-from the weather without the necessity of any

75

30

inner surfaces of the two side walls B are‘|:awnings or overhead: projections. Wthile

pairs of eyes-or staples-J, adaptedito receive: ,istandmcr there, the:doors-E- I can be closed,

suitable pins: extending: down from:- a: seat:| and. thus- proteetwn tbeafforded from:wind or:
K, which can-be Sﬂpported by any suitable:|driving:rain; the: only place: through which
means, such:as a- swinging leg,.(indicated:| the> raimr: could ‘enter: being thespace under:
by dotted lines K/,) res-ti-nfg:: on- the:floor:.| the doorsy and:this:space: could of course be-
This-seat therefore -can-be transferred:from: teasilyprotected by anyordinary rubberapron:
* one-side to the other-of the-interior:of: the | or-flap: The: seat K: may be-duplicated.on
wagon to suit-the occupant. Corner:shelves:||the-other side; or.one seat'only may be used:
L are secured  within the. wagonin:the posi--|iand:transferred: from side to: 51de to suit.the

tions indicated in Fig. 2. The front portion:| occupant:
of the under side of the body has:secured:to:l: Itwilloficoursebeunderstood that theonly

bl - b

it next its opposite side edgesat Rithe upper:|iaccesstothe wagonis: through the:rear doors:.
ends of two springs P, the Jower endsofisaid | Light;,.however; has access from all sides, as-
springs-beingadjustably secured tothe:shafts:| the-entiresupper-portion:of the wagon ig:pro=

d by means of suitable bolts:R' and nuts R¥. |ivided with:windows.
(See Figs. 1 and 5.) These springs-are: ar::

ad— =y

reverse folds, doubling. without: contaet: in:|tend: not only" toradd: to the-comfortiof thar

reverse. directions, the folds or-convolutions:| riderandthe herse; but also toprolong.thelife

being of S:shape. The: edges:of the:spring. | of:thevehicle; whicky; it may be added, pre-
face the sides of the wagon, andiat: P"the:{ sents: aagoodand business:like appearance o
spring-bar is-bentat richt angles;so thatione | the: road: and. is: execeedingly:convenient,.as-

ofits-broad surfaces -faces: the:sides: of the-|:hassbesn proved: by actual use by -the:appli+

wagon, the-end portion: P’ being: provided: ucant inthe United.States:mail-service.:.
with a number of; holes: P, whereby the-| | Having thusfually.desceribed myinvention;.

spring can be raised. or:lowered . as:desiredito. WhﬁtrI claim; and desire: tosecure:- by Letters:
suit.the height of the shafts. | Patent; . iss—- .
In- practmal operation: when theléetterscars-|1 1. Inra: carriage-or: wagon-of the:charaeter

rier- enters- his- wagon he-swings: openr the’| deseribed; the: earrlarre-body comprising.the:
doors-F:-E', steps into: the recess:H; anwd then | fromtiwall:A: side:walls-B, and rear wall Ej
steps upon the floor: D, which is:very:low; his:| and.:the: dropﬁ ed bottony eomprlsl.nfr....the ﬂoor
foot first stepping naturally directlyoverthe:| D and sides<D" D connecting:said floor with"
axle D, so that his whole weightis over thesaxle:| the-four:walls:aforesaid, the rear connecting
and.does.not shake:-the. Sha,fts and) jar:the | side being:provided with. thevertical passage’
horse.. In order to still further-protect: the-| or:opening.H; and:the bottom being formed:
horse-in case:the foot:of .the-carrier should be:| 'withithe:recess-oropening . H" e*{tendmf‘r for-
a little in front of or:at-the rear.of-the.axle; _;Wa,rd-- fromrtherrearedge .andconnectmw withr
the peculiarly-shaped springs-P tend:toneus | said .passage I, 511bstantially" as set fo 1113]1 |

tralize the slight shock or jar which:might:j; 2z Insa:carriage orwagon-of the character.
otherwise.ocecur. When the-rider sits:in:his:| deseribed; the:carriage- bn::i{iij;r comprising:the:
wagon on the-seat I&, he 1s-alse directlyiover;| front: wall A side: walls: B, and rear wall Ii;:
the axle. Hence-whether he:leaves; enters;. ﬁthendropp@d bnbtom compmsmw the floor D
or sits in the wagon the jar communicated to:| land sides D" D" connecting said floor with the:
the horse is-very slight.. The springs-P-are:| fourwalls aforesaid, the rear connecting:side:
also a very- great.advantage-in: codperating: | ¢ being:provided wwmh the vertical .passage or

opening:ll; and the'bottom beingformed with:

with the springs:c in absorbmfr the vibration:

which .-would otherwise be commumcated to} the- recess.or:opening H' extending forward:
the occupant by reason of:a-rough road or-of:| from therear edge and connecting "Wlth said:
the movements of :the horse.. I1t'will be:seen:| passage H; and doors:as. F hung in the rear.
that these springs are located at the extreme-| ‘wall:of: thewca,rriagef-'bocly; directly over the

Thearrangementsof the springs; the shape:
ranged vertically, as-shown; and:each:cons and: locatlon of the:springs: P, the recessed:
sists-of-a flat'spring-bar-ofimetal formed into:| dropped bottonr,; and the: location of the seats
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passage H, whereby a ¢ontinuous opening is | seat K removably secured to one of the side
provided for admission info the wagon when | walls of the body dlreetly over the axle; and
the doors are opened by means of the door | hooks I secured to the inner surface of oneof 13
spaee and passage, substantially as described. | the walls for letter bags or poueh es, substan—
3. In a carriage or wagon of the character | tially as set forth. -
deserlbed the closed body comprising the In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
front, side and rear walls A, B and E glazed | name to this specification in the presence of
at their upper portions, a,nd top or roof C; | two subscribing witnesses.

- the dropped bottom D connected by the flar- | ‘GEORGE A. TOWN
- 1 ing sides D' D” with the body, said bottom Witnesses: |
and its rear flaring side being formed with HENRY W. WILLIAMS,

the recess and passage II', H; the swinging|  A. N, BONNEY
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