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o all whom Tt may concer: |
Be it known that I, JosEPH H. COLEMAN,

a citizen of the United States, residing at
Beardstown, in the county of Cass and State

of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Pens; and I do hereby

declare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact description of theinvention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.
Accountants and others using the ordinary
pen for ruling, in conjunction with a direct-
ing edge, as that of a ruler, are familiar with
the blotting and smear generally attending
the operation. This invention aims to com-
bine with an ordinary writing-pen a guard to
bear against the edge of the ruler and hold

‘the pen-point at a safe distance therefrom, so

as to obviate the usual result. This guard is
slidably mounted with reference to the pen,
S0 as to be moved out of the way when not

required for ruling.

For a full description of the invention a;ﬁd

themeritsthereof and also toacquire a knowl-

edge of the details of construction of the
means for effecting the result reference is to
be had to the appended description and draw-
1ngs hereto attached.

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are necessarily suscep-
tible of modification, still the preferred em-

bodiment of the invention is illustrated in the
~accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 i3 a perspective view of an ordi-
nary writing-pen having the guard fitted

thereto and showing the manner of operation.
Fig. 2 is a detail view showing the operation
of inking the pen-point. Fig. 3 is a detail

view showing the guard drawn back out of

the way as when using the pen in the ordi-
nary way for writing. Fig. 4 is a transverse
section. FKig. 5 i1s a detail view in perspec-
tive of the guard. - | D

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters. | |

The pen in its general construction com-
prises a holder 1, handle 2, and pen-point 3,
the latter being secured to the holder prefer-
ably by means of a clip 4, located therein.

‘holder.

Combined with.the pen and slidably mount-
ed with reference thereto'is a guard 5, hav-

ing its upper end attached to the holder in
any convenient way, and, as shown, a sleeve

6 1s formed therewith and telescopes with the

pering and somewhat blunt, so as to glide
easily over the paper during the ruling opera-
tion should the pen be held at such an angle
as to bring the point of the guard in contact
with the paper. A longitudinal slot 7 is

formed in the sleeve 6 and receives a pin 8,

projecting laterally from the holder, the said
pin forming a stop and codperating with the
slot to direct the guard in its movements and
insure a proper positioning thereof with ref-
erence to the pen-point, so that the gcuard
when lowered or projected into operative po-
sition will come opposite the side of the pen-
point, so asto bear against the directing edge
of the ruler 9 or other means resorted to for
guiding the pen when ruling. Any directing
means the substantial equivalent of the pin
3 and slot 7 may be resorted to for properly
positioning the guard and limiting the move-
ments thereof and prevent its disengagement
from the pen. Byhavingthe guard andsleeve
construected in the manner shown no incon-
venience is experienced by the user when

6 comes above the points of contact of the
thumb and fingers with the holder and the
guard 5 comes opposite the space bhetween

‘the thumb and index-finger when the pen is

properly grasped. While the presence of the
guard does not interfere with the free use of
the pen, yet when not required for ruling
the guard is held elevated by means of the

fingers. This is not essential although pref-

erable, since a close fit between thesleeve and

“holder will insure a support of the guard at
| any desired position,

By having the gnard
mounted so as to run loosely upon the holder
1t will slide up out of the way when dipping
the pen into the ink-bottle, and when with-

55

| The guard 5 is located at one side -
of the pen-point and its lower end is made ta-

6o
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grasping the pen for writing, since the sleeve

9o
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drawing the pen from the ink-well the guard

will slide into position, thereby obviating the

| positive actuation of the guard each time the

pen-point is supplied with ink,

- While the primary purpose of thé’piﬁ 3 183
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to direct the guardin its movementsand prop-
erly position it with reference to the pen-
point, advantage is taken to utilize it for se-
curing the clip 4, handle 2, and holder 1 to-
gether, so as to prevent aceidental displace-
ment of these parts. The pin 8 by preference
is located at the same side of the pen with the
cuard 5, so as not to interfere with the proper
orasping of the pen when in use. |

As previously stated, the guard is by pref-
erence loosely mounted upon the holder, so
as to slide freely thereon. "Asaconsequence
of this construction the guardjisatall times
projected, and when dipping the pen-point in
an ink-well for a supply of writing fluid the
ocuard will likewise be inked if no provision
is had to hold it out of the way when dipping
the pen. For this purpose the ink-well 1018
provided with an attachment consisting ol a
cover 11, having an opening through which

the pen is thrust, said opening being sur-

rounded by a vertical collar or flange 12,
which is adapted to engage the point of the

“guard 5 and preventits entrance into the ink-

well. The opening in the cover is just large
enough to permit the passage of the holder
and prevent the holder and guard passing
therethrough. When dipping the penin the

ink-well, the point of the guard5 willengage

| over the collar or

Tl

entrance into the ink.

In practice when it isrequired to draw lines
the guard is projected about asshown in Iig.
1 and bears against the edge of the ruler 9
and holds the pointof the pen away from sald
edge and prevents the blot and smear gener-
ally attendant upon ruling with the ordinary
pen unless exceeding care 18 exercised or the
person is an adept in the handling of the pen
for this purpose.

Havine thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new 18— |

In combination with a pen-holder, a sleeve
freely slidable thereon and held in working
position by gravitative action and having a
longitudinal slot and an integral extensionin
line with one side to form a cuard which ta-
pers o a blunt point, and a pin let into a side
of the holder and projecting into the slot of
the sleeve to guide and limit 1t 1n its longl-

ange 12 and prevent 1ts 39
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tudinal movements and to prevent its dis-

placement, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH H. COLEMAN. L. s. ]
Witnesses:
JAMES S. MINTER,
Joserd T. RAYCRATFT.
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