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To all whom it may CORCErI:

Be it known that I, JOHAN J. "WICKH"_AM, -_ré-

siding in the city of Washington, District of

Columbia, have invented a newand Improved

Crochet-Needle, of which the following is a

~ specification. "

My invention is in the nature of an im-
. proved crochet needle or hook, and it seeks

- to provide certain novel improvements upon

10

the ordinary hook or erochet-needle which
will render its use the more satisfactory, ef-

fective, and of such character that a more

 uniform arrangement of erochet-stitches can

be maintained and the danger of slipping;
tearing, or otherwise making the said stitches
irregular reduced to the minimum. -

As is well known, in the use of the ordi-
nary crochet-needle and other implements of

 this character the user, after winding or loop-

20

ing the crochet thread, cord, yarn, or the like

“one or more times over the needle to produce

the desired kind of stitech when knitting the

said thread in fabric form, when pulling the

hook end of the needle back to carry the
thread through the said loops or windings
must exercise considerable care as well as

skill to pull the said thread back in such
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o by the same may be conveniently shoved 1o

manner as to prevent the barbed end catch- |
~ing into the loops, and- thereby disorganiz-

ing the proper relative arrangement of the
stitches or loops or breaking the thread,

the latter objectionable result being fre-

quently encountered when the material be-
ing worked is a worsted or other fluffy body.
My invention is especially designed to obvi-
ate such annoyances by providing a crochet-

needle with a movable member adapted to |

be slipped into position and form, asit were,
a ““bridge” for extending over the hook or
barbed end of the needle in such manner as
to produce a meedle the entire length of
which has an uninterrupted external surface,
especially at that end over which the stitches
are dropped, so that no projections or barbs
will interfere with the loops orstitches when 1t

is desired to drop the same off the needle, pro- |
viding, asit were,asmooth end adapted to pull

freely through the. stitches, the said bridge
having a finger-manipulated member where-

I'"l].

1 ward to its barbed covering position. Spring

devices for antomatically pulling the said
bridge back into its normal or inoperative

position are also provided, all of which will - '

hereinafter be fully described, and particu-

55

larly pointed outin the appended claims, ref-

ings, in which—

erence being had to the aceompanying draw-

| Figure 1 illustrates my improved crochet+
needle as in use. Tig. 2isa perspective view

of the needle, the bridge-piece being in the

inner or normal position. Fig. 3 is a similar
view showing the bridge-piece forward to

close over the barbed end. Fig. 4 is a longi-

tudinal section of the needle, the bridge
member being drawn back. Fig. 4*is a lon-
oitudinal section of the needle, the bridge- .

60

piece being in its forward position. Fig. 5is

a cross-section on the line 5 5 of Fig. 4. Kig..
6 is a similar view of the finger-trip-detent

device hereinafter referred to; and Fig. 71is

| a longitudinal section of a modified form ot
my invention, the same being especlally

adapted for knitting silk or linen thread.

‘Fig. 8 is a plan view of the same, and Fig. 9
is a detail view of the bridge member used in. .
‘the said modified form. B | -

" In the drawings, 1 designates the erochet-

needle, having the ordinary external shape, -
‘and the front end of the needle has a longi-

tudinal bore 2, beginning at the tapered or
reduced part 1* thereof and extending into

‘the handle portion of the needle to a prede-
‘termined point, and the inner end of the said
bore merges with a horizontal elongated slot
3, the purpose of which will hereinaiter ap-

ear. _ _ e
P.ﬂi' designates what I term the ‘“‘bridge”
member, and the same comprises a bolt-like
portion 4%, having a diameter similar to the
bore 2 and having its front end tapering on
the plane of the taper or cut part 1° of the
needle, so that when the bridge is moved

back into the needle-body and held at its nor-

mal position the said end will form practi-

‘cally a continuation of the part 1* and pro-

vide a smooth surface to permit of as free
use of the pick-up or hook end of the needle
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as if it had no bore or bridge-piece, the taper- -

.76:

ng of the front end of the bridge member also roo
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- ture shown, for the reason that no special |
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serving to provide for a close interlocking of ]

the said tapered end with the undercut hook
or barb 5, as clearly shown in Fig. 4°.

placing the (3011 -spring 6 about it, the rear

end of which abuts against the shou_lder 4°,
.formed on the shank 4¢ and its front end en-

gages a pair of stop-pins 77, that pass trans-

\% er.sely through the needle- h&ndle as clearly
shown in Fln' 5.

by a spring 6.
8 indicates a finger- button havmg a shank-

that extends t,hmun*h the slots 3, said shank |

being threaded, wheleby to. 1ead11y engage
with the thr eaded aperture in the end 4*‘ of

the shank 4¢, as clearly shown in Fig. 5, and.
~ to provide a, sunple and practical mea,ns for
holding the bridge member to its forward po- |

sition. The e*{tleme front end of the slot'3
is formed with an abrupt angle portmn 32,
which terminatesin the lock-shoulder 3%, su ch
arrangement providing for slipping the fin-
gar-piece 8 into engagement with the shoul-

member 4 is sufficiently resilient to allow the

The details of construction shown 1n the

provision need be provided for making an

enfirely new type of needle, as the p1esent-
- form of needle may be used by simply drill- |
~ing into it a longitudinal bore and cutting
the slot 3 through the side thereof. Thisbe-

~ ing done, the bridge member, together with

. 40
- the forward end of the spring properly held
by driving the two small pins 7 through the:
~handle part to straddle the shank 4° of the. closed position, as Speelﬁed

- 2. As-a new article, a er oehet-needle, hav—.
‘ing a bridge-piece slidable within the handle

| part thereof, means for normally holding it to

45

the spring, can be slid into the bore 2 and

member 4, after which the finger-piece 8|

can be ﬁtted by inserting the shank thereof

thmucrh the slot 3 to engage the threaded end

. of the shank 4°, such ﬁl‘lﬂrﬂwement of parts
- providing a very sunple inexpensive, and ex-

55

pedient way for constr uet,mn' my 1mpr0ved_

needle.

IFrom the foregoing, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawmfrs, itisthought
the manner in which my invention is ea,pable .
of being used and its a,dvanta,geb wiil be read-

ily appareut |
In use the bridge is normally held back by

~ the spring 6, the user, after throwing the re-

6o

quired number of 100ps or stitches about the

needle end and having picked the thread with

‘the needle end that is to be pulled through

- the said loops, presses the finger-piece 8 for-
ward until the bridge-piece covers the barbed |
- end of the needle, at which time the finger
member 8 will engage with the loek:-shoulder
65 of the slot 3 and hold the bmdffe-pwce in po-

The.

inner end of the bridge member terminates
'1n a shank 4° of 1edueed diameter, to permit

When in its normal posi- |
~ tion, the bmdge member is held dia,m n back. |
| 1 of my mventlon
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sition, ther eby making the forward end of the
needle with practi cally a smooth external sur-
face-and free from any projections that might
interfere with pulling the barbed end of the
needle, together with the thread-loop carried
thereon thmu oh the several loops or stitches

held rlpon the front end of the needle, there-
by reducing the danger of hooking the_qa,ld

loops or stitches or other wise dismgfmizinb

| the proper arrangement of the stltches to the

minimum.

In Figs. 7, 8, and 9 is shown a modlﬁcabmn
This form.of needleis made
~of metal and the body part is of - two pieces, |
'the front 1 and the rear portion 1%, which o
- portion has a threaded shank to enfrage the
“threaded rear end of the bore 2 in the part 1.
- In this latter form the bore 2 is reduced at
' the forward end to receive the bridge-shank
4, which is of the same thickness throughout.
and has its rear end formed with the head 4°
and the apermred member 4%, which receives
the finger-piece 8. o
of needle i is held between the shoulde1 22 ﬂnd R
“the head 4°. R - |
~der 3% it being understood the shank of the |-
- Figs. 7 and Sthe bl"ldﬂ'e -piece and the spring
finger-piece 3 to pass up the angle slot 3*and | ¢
~ engage with the shoulder 3" |

- 30

- drawings may be modified under the scope of

the a,ppended claims; but I prefer the struc-

‘The spring 6 in this form

By constructmw the needle as shown in

can beinserted into the rear end of the bore

2 and the finger- -piece ‘8§ by inserting same
“through the slot 3 toengage member 4**, after
”_Whlch the detachable end 1>”< is Screwed onto_
| the part 1. o - |
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- Having thue descnbed my mventwn what |

I claim, a,nd deswe to secure by Letters Pat-
.ent, ls_— : .

106

1. A crochot- needle hzwmfr* a budtre plece |

'511(]3.1_119 within the handle pa,lb thereof auto-
‘matically movable to its irner or normal po-
- sition, and a finger member for forcing it for-
‘ward to close over the barbed-end of the nee-
‘dle, and a detent with which the said finger

105

enﬁ'ages for holding the bridge- meeﬁ to ltS_ |

its inneror moperatwe position, said brldﬂ'e-

| piece having a finger-engaging portion pro-
Jected throucrh t,he side of the needle, where-
by it can be shoved out to close over the
barbed end of the needle, substantmlly as
?. shawn and described.

8. The combination Wlth the needle 1, hav-

ing a central bore, a bridge member slidable
‘In thesaid bore, having 1ts outer end tapered
1in & plane with the tapered end of the needle,

‘a spring held within the bore for nolmally
‘holding the bridge member to its inner posi-

tion, S&ld bndn'e member having a finger-

jtmpped detent for holding it to its outer or

closed position, as snemﬁad
The combination with the needle havm o

a lonﬂ'itudina,l bore, opening through the ta-
- per end thereof, and a horizontal slot merg-
| ing with the rear end. of the bore, said slot

IIO -
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having an interlocking portion 3°; of the | ing portion 3°, thereof, all benwafranbed sub-

| brldﬂ'e member, said br 1dge member comprls- stantlally as shown and for the purposes de- ¥o
ing a bolt-like end 4> and a reduced shank | scribed.

- 4°, “said shank havmﬂ' a shoulder member 4¢, |

5 the tension-spring 6, “the stop-pin 7,-and the
finger-piece 3, secur ed to the end of the said Witnesses:
shank, said ﬁnwer-plece sliding in a horizon- A. E. DIETERIOH
tal slot and adapted to engage the lntelloek- ] ~ LoUTS DIETERICH. |

JONN J. WICKHAM.
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