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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN B. ROHRER OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA ASSIGNOR TO

- ELWOOD ROHRER,

OF SAME PLACE '

i OFF_IQE-DES.K'.

1“ﬂ"P]i}c:’JIF:l.ZCA'I‘IOI\T forming pa,rt of Letters Patent N 0. 67’? 802, dated J'uly 2 1901
Apphca.tmn filed Octobar 8, 1900 Sariﬂ.l No. 32,380, (No model,} |

To all whoin it maz J CONCEPTL:

Be it known that I, JOHEN B. ROI—IRER ofi

Philadelphia, Pennsylvama have mvented

an Improvement in Office-Desks, of WhICh the"_' _

following is a specification.
My mventmn has reference to office- desks*
and it consists of certain improvements fullv

set forth in the following specification and |
shown in the accompanying drawmrrs whlch |

form a part thereof."
The object of my invention is to prowde a
construction of desk which shall obviate the

employment of long drawers in the pedestal
- portions and substltute therefor drawers of

short or reasonable length, combined with a

- vertically-adjustable frame at the back por-
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tion of the desk and extending downward to

the rear of the pedestal- dmwers, which frame
may be provided with a series of eompart
ments or auxiliary drawers.

In the preferred form of my invention I
counterbalance the vertically - adjustable

frame and provide a suitable foot-power de-

vice to enable me to raise or lower the said
frame to any desired position, so as to ex-
pose the drawers or c¢ompartments in the
lower part of said frame for access thereto at
a point above the writing-surface of the said

desk. Ifurthermore prowde a suitable lock-

ing device for holding the said frame in any
of its adjusted positions, so that it may be 1n-

definitely maintained in such position after

being adjusted. Inthis manner the movable
frame may be provided with a complete set
of bill and letter files, any of which may be
quickly and easily brouwht into position to
admit of access.

My invention also comprehends various de-
tails of construction, all of which will be bet-
ter understood by reference to the drawm gs,

.In which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a desk em-
bodymﬂ' my invention with the upper part
thereof broken away. Fig. 2 is a vertical
cross-section of same on line 2 2. Fig. 3isa
transverse sectional plan view throuﬂ*h the
upper portion of same on line 3 3.
a front elevation of the vertlcally-adJ usta,ble
frame. Fig. 5 is a plan view of the foot-
power mechamsm - Fig. 6 is a sectional side

elevation showing the detalls of the locking |

of a pormon of same.

| drawers or pedestals.

protected against dirt and dust.

Fln' 4 is |
over a pulley k£ at the top of the compartment

position, and Fw' 7 18

A is the main frame of the desk

'dewce i‘or holdmfr the a,djusta,ble fLa,me in
secbmnal plsm view

s
"B B are the pedestal portions, hzwmﬂ' the

usual drawers or other conqtructlon com-

monly in use.

A’ is the sliding lid :;md is made of slats in
_the usual way. -

C’ is an upper compartinent extendmn*’
above what is normally the top -of roll- top'

60

desks and is provided with an upwardly-ex-

...endmg guide structure I, into which the roll

itop or slide A’ may be n'mded when. the desk

iIsopened. The drawers of the pedestal parts

are made of short length, so as to leavea com-

partment C the full mdth of the desk and
have a considerable depth to the rear of the
This compartment C
is in effect extended to the extreme upper

70 f

compartment C', and intermediate of the bot- .

tom and top portlone it opens at the front.onto
the writing portion or table.
D is a rectangular frame guided vertically

| in the conﬂpartments CC zmd adapted to as-
sumé any vertical position therein.

This
frame in the position shown in Fig. 2 has the
parts H, 2, and I formed in the appearance
correspondmﬂ' to the ordinary rear portion of

the desk as commonly found on the market;

but the lower portion which extends down-—

{ ward into the compartment C is provided
with a large number of compartments or

drawers; which may be used for letter or bill
files and are normallv shielded from view and
This frame
D is hung from the lower ends of the chains
d, said chains passing over wheels K at the
upper part of compartment C' of the desk
and are counterweighted at e, said counter-

“weights sliding in Vertlcal guides ¢ at the

extreme back of the desk. By this means

very little power is necessary for raising the

frame D; and this power is conveniently ap-

plied by means of the mechanism now to be

described. A cable K isconnected to the up-
per part of the frame D, and after passing

C' it extends downward about the periphery
of the wheel J and is attached thereto. The

wheel J has upon each side a small pulley L,

735
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attached to the peuphera,l surfaces of which | tions thereof and power devices for ad,]ust-

are bands /, the other or free ends thereof

~ belng secured to the segmental arc-shaped

10

o _15 -
~ tions by means of the following devices:

end m of a foot-lever M. It will now be
seen that by depressing the free end of the
lever M the pulley J will be rofated, taking
up the eable K and lifting the flame D. by

employing the large pnlley J and small pul-
leys L a small movement of the lever M wﬂl

secure a large movement of the frame D.

Any other means for elevating the frame D
- may be employed, if so desu*ed that shown

being given as a good example of a snnple
way of accamphshmw the result.

The frame D is locked in its various posE_
T'o

“ the side of the frame D, I prowde 4 vertical

.20

20

“rod N, which slides between a fixed jaw Oon |
the main frame of the desk and an adjustable |

jaw P, which is moved by means of a rod p

and h‘md lever S against the action of aspring
(More clearly shown in Fig. 6.) The
spring R normally causes the jaws O P to
clamp the rod N- and hold the frame Din
- whatever position it may be.
on the lever S the rod N is released, and the |

frame D may then be elevated or allowed to

descend.  Anyothersuitable locking orlatch- |
ing mechanism may be employed to hold the
fra,me D in the proper adjustable position. |
Tt is evident that the mere pulling outward
to a smallextent of one of the drawers or files

& would lock the frame D in its elevated po-

35

sition while the contents of any of the other

being examined.

| do not conﬁné tnjself to any pa,ruculat

deswn or minor details of the configuration

- or wnstruetwn of the desk proper, as all of

40

35
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these may be modified or varied without de-
parting from the principles of the invention.

- Having now deseribed my invention, what

I claim as new, and d@SlI‘G to secme by Letters

'Patent 18—

1, In a desk, the eomblnatlon OE the main

'fra,me of the desk having the usual pedesta,l

or pedestals at the fomard part and a ver-
tical covered compartmentat its rear portion

cuided in said vertical compartment and pro-
mded with one or more compartments a por-

tion of which are normally exposed and atall

times above the writing-table of the desk and
a portion shielded b&el{ of the pedestﬂl por-
tions thereof:

2. In a desk, the combination of the main
frame of the desk having the usual pedestal
or pedestals at the forward part and a ver-
tical covered compartment at its rear portion

of greater height than the. table portion of

the desk, with a vertically-adjustable frame
guided in said vertical compartment and pro-
vided with one or more compartments a por-
tion of which are normally exposed and at all
times above the writing-table of the desk and
a portion shielded back of the pedestal por-

By pressing in

1ng the VeI'tlc.‘:’tHy adjustable flftme in 1ts

compartment

3. In a desk, the combmatmu of the main
frame of the desk having the usual pedestal
or pedestals at the forwa,rd part and a verti-

“cal covered compartment at its rear portion
of greater height than the table portion of
'the desk, wnh a vertically-adjustable frame

guided in said vertical compartment and pro-
wded with one or more compartments a por-

tion of which are normally exposed and at all -

times above the writing-table of the desk and

| a portion shielded back of the pedestal por-
tions thereof, poweér devices for adjusting the
vertically-adjustable frame in its compart-
I ment, and counterweights for counterbalanc-
L ing the vertwallv—ad;;ustable frame.
4 In a desk, the combination of the main
“frame of the desk having the usual pedestal
-or pedestals at the forward part and a verti-
“cal covered compartment at its rear portion
. of greater height than the table portion of
“the desk, with a vertically-adjustable frame
| guided in said vertical compartment and pro-

wded with one .or more compartments a por-

I tion of which are normally exposed and at all
times above the writing-table of the desk and
- a portion shielded back of the pedestal por-

70

So

g0

95

tions thereof, power devices for adjusting the

- vertically-adjustable frame in ifs compart-
| ment, and a locking device for holding the
| vertwally—adumt&ble frame in any adg usted.
position desired. -

drawers above the writin g-table portion were 'f

5. In a desk, the eombmatmn of the main

compartment of the desk, a cable connected

6. In a desk, the combination of the main
frame having a shallow writing-table portion

} and a vertical ineclosed compartment at the

rear of the desk-extending both above and
below said table portion, and open at the
front immediately at the table portion for a
part of its height above the table portion, a

160

frame of the desk having the usual pedestal -
- or pedestals at the_forward_pmt and a verti-
| cal covered compartment at its rear portion
of greater height than the table portion of
:;_ the desk, with ver tlcally-adgustable frame
guided in said vertical compartment and pro-
?' Vlded with one or more compartments a por-
tion of which are normally exposed and at all
- times above the writing-table of the desk and a
portion shielded back of the pedestal portions
thereof, power devices for adjusting the ver-
tically- ad;]usta;ble frame in its compartment
consisting of a pulley at the top of the rear
of greater height than' the table portion of |
| the desk, with a ver tlcally adjustable frame | with the adjustable frame and guided over
said pulley, a lever structure at the lower
- part of the desk, a large pulley to the periph-
ery of which the cable is attached, a small
- pulley secured to the large pulley, and a band
secured to the periphery of the small pulley
-at one end to the lever at the other end,where-
by a small movement of the lever produces .
- a large movement of the adjustable frame.

105
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vertically-adjustable frame adapted to said |

vertical compartment and provided with
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shelves or divisions, and means foradjusting |

the said frame veltleally in smd compalt-
ment.

7. In a desk the cmnbmatwn of {he main
frame having a shallow writing-table portion
and a Vertlca,l inclosed compartment at the
rear of the desk extending both above and

- below the said table portion and open at the

IO

front immediately at the table portion, for

a part of its height above the table portion, a

vertically-adjustable frame adapted to said
compartment and provided with shelves. or
divisions, counterbalancing devices for coun-

terbalancing the adj ustable frame but not
sufficient to normally elevate it whereby it
may descend by gravity when released, lock-
ing devices for lockmcr the frame in its ad-
justed position, a,ndmea,ns for adjusting the
said frame vertically in said compar tment

In testimony of which invention I have 20

hereunto set my hand.
| JOHN B. ROHRER

Wltnesses '
- ERNEST HOWARD IIUNTER

J. W. KDNWORTHY
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