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To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM E. BIRMING-
HAM, a citizen of the United States, residing
in the city and county of Philadelphia, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Improvementin Spectacle or Eyeglass
Cases, which improvement is fully set forth
in the following specification and accompany-

ing drawings.
WIy mventlon consists of an improved con- |

struction of a spectacle oreyeglass case,as will
be hereinafter fully deseribed and claimed.

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of a
spectacle or eyeglass case embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2 represents a vertical trans-
verse section on line « x, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 rep-
resents a perspective view of the back piece
of the case. [I'ig.4 representsa fragmentary
perspective view of the back piece of the case,
illustrating a modified construction embody-
ing my invention. FKig. 5 represents a ver-
tical transverse section on line « « of Fig. 1,
with the flap or cover raised.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawin gs, Adesignates the

case, whieh consists, essentially, of a back"

piece B, a front piece C, and a flap or cover
D. These parts are of usual construction,
and the pocket formed between the back
plece I3 and the front piece C may be pro-
vided with a distance-block E, as usual.

In accordance with my mventlon the said
back piece 1s provided atits upper edge with
a flange I to provide a projecting ledge at
the upper rear edge of the pocket that re-
celves the spectacle or eyeglass and against
which the nosepiece of the eyeglass or the
frames of the spectacle are adapted to abut
to prevent their accidental removal or pre-
vent them from dropping out, although it

does not overhang the said spectacles, which

- can be quickly and expeditiously removed

5o

from the case. In Fig. 3 the said flange I
is shown as being formed integrally with the
back piece—that is to say, it is made by
bending forwardly the upper edge thereof;
but in Fig. 4 is shown another construection.
In Fig. 4 The flange G+ is formed by the bent
edge of a plate H that is separate from the
baek piece, but which fits against the front
side of the same between ifs  side and bottom
flanges and is suitably secured in place.

It is understood, of course, that the case is

| finished in the usual manner, having a suit-

able lining and covering and ‘that the flap or
cover D is hinged at its upper edge to the
upper rear edo*e of the case—that is to say,
the said hinge-joint is at the rear edge of the
flange If' or at the upper rear edge of the case.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters:

Patent, is—

1. A spectacle or eyeglass case, having a
back piece, a front piece founmn' a pocKet
a flange pro;]ectmﬂ' forwardly from the edge
of the back piece opposite the mouth of sald
pocket, and a flap or cover hinged to the back
piece at the rear of said ﬂanﬂ'e and at the
junction of said flange and back piece, said
flap or cover e:{tendinw forwardly and over
sald flange.

2. A speetade or eyeglass case having a

side thereof and having its upper edge flush
with the upper edge of the back piece, a for-
wardly-projecting flange at the upper edge
of said plate, a front piece forming a pocket
opening toward said flange, and a flap or
cover hinged to the upper edge of said bhack

‘piece at the base of said flange.
3. A spectacle or eyeglass case, consisting

of a back piece and a separate plate seeured
together side by side, a forwardly-projecting
flange at the upper edge of said plate, a front
piece forming a pocket opening toward said
flange, and a flap or cover hinged to said back
piece and extending forwardly and over said
flange and the mouth of said pocket and
adapted to be secured to said front piece.

4, A spectacle or eyeglass case consisting
of a back piece and a front piece forming a
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‘back piece, a plate secured against the front
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pocket, the plane of said pocket being sub-

stantially parallel with said back piece, a
flap or cover hinged to said back piece oppo-
site the mouth of said pocket, and a flange
projecting from the back piece opposite the
mouth of said pocket and in front of the
hinge connection between the flap or cover
and back piece, said flange extending trans-
versely to the plane of the pocket, and said
flap or cover extending forwardly and over
said flange. |

WILLIAM E. BIRMINGHADM.

Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,

HAarrY COoBB KENNEDY.
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