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To all whom it My concern:

Be it known that I, WirLLiaMm M. BLANEY
a citizen of the Unlted States, residing at Ho-
mer, in the county of Cortland, State of New
York have invented certain new and useful
Impr ovements in Devices for Removing But-
ter, Lard, and the Like from Vessels; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
réference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of the same, and to
the letters of reference marked thereon.

This invention has for its object to provide
an instrument for facilitating the removal of
butter, lard, and the like in a convenient and
presentable form and in any desired quan-
tity from the original barrel, tub, or firkin in
which 1t is paeked

To the above ends the invention consists in
a universally-adjustable knife-blade or cut-
ter mounted on a rotary spindle adapted to
be journaled centrally of the vessel, whereby
said knife may be adjusted to any height and
the spindle rotated to sever a layer of butter
from the body or bulk of the mass. This
layer may be subsequently divided by hand
orotherwise intosections for removal and sale
or use.

The invention further contemplates the use
of a vertical blade adjustable radially for cut-
ting the layers into concentric rings or seg-
ments of snitable thickness.

In the removing of butter, lard, and hke
substances from a contammw Vesqel while 1t
is comparatively easy to make vertical cuts
in the mass by means of an ordinary knife
or paddle it is very difficult to make the hori-
zontal euts, so as to divide the mass into hori-
zontal la,yers even when small sections are
removed at a time, and hence the desirability
of a device which may be conveniently util-
ized for cutting the mass into layers will be
at once appreciated and the use of a device
constructed in accordance with my present
invention will be readily understood.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a barrel
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which may be said to contain butter or lard,
with a device embodying my presentimprove-

ments in place and a section of the wall of

the barrel broken away to show sald device
within the barrel. Fig. 21is a detail side ele-

' Vatlon' of the device itself, showing the ad-

justable brace for the central spmdle, the ad-
justable knife, and the adjustable vertical
cutter apphed to the knife. Fig. 3 is a bot-
tom plan view of the knife with its car ry-
ing-block, through which the rotary spindle
passes.

Like letters of reference in the several fig-
ures indicate the same parts.

The device is adapted for use in removing
the contents of either large or small Iecepta-
cles, and for this reason the central stem A is

‘made of sufficient length to project above the
deepest receptacle 1ikely to be used, and the

block B is adjustably mounted on the stem,

' so as to be capable of adjustmment to any de-

sired point in the length of the stem and to
beclampedinits adjusted position by a screw
or other similar fastening device C. dlid-
ing in the block B or smtably adjustably

connected therewith is a later ally-projecting
‘knife or blade D, preferably rounded at the

end d and having both of its edges sharpened,
so as to be c&pable of cutting in either direc-
tion. In the preferred construction also the
bevel on each edge of the knife is toward the
upper side, whereby the surface of the bulk
of material left below the removed layer will
be substantially flat and smooth, and, further-
more, when the bottom of the reeeptaole is
reached the last particle of the material may
be separated therefrom by the knife. 'The
knife is made adjustable toward and from
the stem A, so as to operate in vessels of
larger or smaller diameter, or where a barrel

havi ing different diameters at different points

in its hewht constitutes the vessel the sald
knife may be adjusted to cut the material at
any point.

Where large vessels are employed, it is in
many mstanues d_eswable to cub the layers
into true annular rings, so that each ring
may be subdivided into blocks or seﬂ'ments
by means of the ordinary knife or paddle,and
for this purpose I provide a supplemental

cutter (&, adapted to be clamped on the blade
D in such manner that it may be slipped to-
ward or from the central spindle A and used
to make vertical circular cuts in the bulk of
the butter or in the layers after they have
been severed from the bulk., The upper end
of the stem A is provided with a handle 5, by
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means of which it may be turned, and in or- |

der to steady this upper end and hold it cen-
trally of the vessel the brace H, having ad-

jastable ends I, adapted to contact with the

inner sides of the upper edge of the vessel,
is provided. Brace H may be adjusted by
manipulating the set-screwsand adjustable
ends I to fit any size of vessel and when ad-
justed in position it is obvious will hold the

central stem steady during the cutting oper-

ations. |

In the practical use of the device an open-
ing is made in the bualk of material in the
vessel for the admission of the block B and
blade D to the depth desired for the thick-
ness of the layer to be removed. The said

block B and blade are then adjusted on the
stem A and the stem inserted and thrustdown

to the bottom of the vessel, where its sharp-

ened point engages said bottom and holds

the lower end steady, with the knife in the
material at the desired depth. By rotating
the central stem A the knife is caused to de-
seribe a circle and sever the upper layer of
butter or other material from the bulk be-
low it. Should it then be desired to sever

the layer into concentric rings, the supple-

mental blade G may be slipped on the knife-
blade and the blade, if desired, adjusted
above the layer, when the handle may be
turned as before, causing the blade G to de-
scribe a circle, and by again adjusting the

sald blade G other circles may be described

and the layer cut into as many rings as de-
sired. For retail purposes obvicusly this is
a convenient method of enabling the butter

-of the vessel, adjustable knife projecting at
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to be removed from the vessel in presentable
and convenient shape, and at the same time
the bulk of material remaining in the vessel

is not messed up, and, furthermore, where a 4o
pickle or preser Vlncr-bx ine is employ od it does
not have to be drawn o T before or during the
cutting operations.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters 45
Patent, is—

1. In adevice for removmﬂ'butter lard and
the like from vessels the combination with a
central verfical stem, of a knife-blade pro-
jecting at right angles to said stem and ad- 50
justable longitudinally of said stem with
means for securing the blade in its adjusted
position; substantially as desecribed.

2. Inadevice for removing butter, lard and
the like from vessels the combination with
the central rotary stem, adjustable brace for
holding said stem cen‘nra,lly of the vessel and
bloek longitudinally adjustable on said stem,
of ahorizontally-projecting knife mounted i in
the block; substantially as described.

3. In a device of the characterdescribed for
removing butter, lard and the like from ves-
sels, the combination with the central rotary
stem, brace for holding said stem centrally
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right angles to the stem and the vertically-ar-
ranged supplemental bladeadjustably mount-
ed on said knife; snbstantially as deseribed.
W’ILLIAM M. BLANEY.
Witnesses: -
- MABEL B. HYATT,
F. R. THOMPSON.
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