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UNITED STATES

PatENT OFFICE.

HIRAM CLAYTON STOUT, OF ALLTANCE, OHIO.
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(No model.)

o all whom it may concern.:

Be itknown that I, HIRAM CLAYTON STOUT,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Al
liance, in the county of Stark and Sta,te of
Ohio, h:ewe invented certain new and useful
Improvements in a Combined Step-Ladder
and Table, of which the following is a speci-
fication. .

I have improved the step-ladder in particu-
lars of constraction, whereby it is rendered
useful, by novel attachment% for different
work in domestic uses, and the precise im-

provements will be pointed out in the claim
in connection with the |

hereto appended,
drawings, in which—

I‘wure 1 represents the step-ladder as its
pa,rts are adjusted to receive and support an
ironing-board, a work-table, or to form a wash-
bench Fig. 2isa vertical sectlon of the step-
ladder, showmﬂ a slotted slidable pivoted par t
set in pomtmn to support a bucket. Fig. 3 is
a vertical longitudinal section of the ladder
adjusted as in Fig. 1, with an ironing-board
In place. Fig.4 shows the step- la,dder folded.

The side bars 1 of the ladder are connected
by steps and by a cross-cap 2, and to the side
bars at their top are pivoted the supporting-
legs 3, connected by cross-bars 4 in the usual
manner, as in Fxg 2. A frame composed of
connected bars 5 is pivoted to the legs, so as
to be folded between them, the free end of the
frame having hooks to engage eyes in one of
the steps on “the ladder- ba,ls so to brace the
ladder when in use. The bars of this brace-
frame are formed with teeth 6, for a purpose
which I will presently state.. To the ladder-

bars a frame 7 is pivoted at 8, mediately of |

its length, its ends connected by cross-bars 9
9, soas to ‘allow it t0 be folded over the outer
sides of the ladder-bars and to be held when
so folded parallel with them by the arrange-
ment of the cross-bars 9, the one at the outer
end of the frame to engage the outer side of
the stepped ladder and the other cross-bar at

the inner end of the said frame 7 arranged to |

engage the inner side of the ladder, whereby
sald frame is caused to retain its parallel po-
sition with the stepped-ladder part, as in Figs.
2 and 4. 'This pivoted frame 7 is of a lencrth
a little less than that of the ladder-bars and
forms a feature of my improvement, for a
purpose which I shall presently state.

Ne&r

the pivoted ends of the legs and between
them is pivoted a frame 10, which serves as a
bucket-support, and the peculiarity of this
frame In its connection at its pivet 11 with
the legs is by slots 12 in the side bars, whereby
the frame can be slid inward on its pivot, so

that the slotted ends of the side bars will en-

gage the cross-bar 9 at the inner end of the
pivoted leg-frame, whereby this bucket-sup-

| port is securely held in horizontal position
when the step-ladder is used, as in Fig. 2,

while its arrangement between the leﬂ's a,l-
lows it to be folded out of the way when the
legs of the ladder are set and supported in &
horizontal position toreceivean ironing board
or table, as in Figs. 1 and 3. In this folded
position this slotted frame is drawn the length
of its slot outward from the pivoted ends of

the legs and its free end is engaged with a
cross-pin 13 in the legs to hold 113 1n position,

as in Kig. 3.
The functlon of the frame 7, which 1s piv-

oted mediately of the stepped ladder-bars, is

‘seen 1n Fig. 3, wherein it forms a secondary

leg-frame and is set to form a horse with the
stepped ladder-bars, and in this function it
cobperates with the pivoted brace-frame 5 of

| the ladder as a means of supporting the lad-

der-legs 3 in a horizontal position to receive
an ironing board or table 14. This support
is effected by the engagement of the cross-
bar 9 of the pivotal frame 7 with the feeth 6
of the bars of the brace-frame, the teeth for

| this purpose standing inward toward the piv-

oted end of said brace. In this engagement
it will be understood that the leg-frame 3
rests upon the cross-bar 9, so that thereisno
upward force on this toothed frame 5. It will
be noted that the teeth 6 of this frame 5 are
not close together, so that the teeth being
made of wood will have sufficient body and
strength to render their en ﬂ‘aﬂ'ement Wlbh the
Cross- bar 9 safe.

As an additional means for adjusting the
height of the ironing board or table the edges
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of the ladder-legs may also be formed with

teeth 15, standing in the same direction as the
teoth of the pwoted frame 5, as in Fig. 1

It is by the teeth 6 of the pivoted frame 5
that the ironing board or table is supp01ted
at its highest position and by the teeth 15 in
the ladder-legs that the board is set and sus-

100




10

=

tained at its lowest position, and in this high- |

est adjustment the free end of the pivoted
toothed frame 5 will rest upon the cross-bar
9 of the secondary leg-frame 7. The ironing

board or table is provided with cleats 16, |

which when the board is used engage with
cross-bars 4 of the ladder-legs, as in Fig. 3.

It will be noted that when the device isused
as a table the leg-frame 3 forms the table-
support, while the stepped ladder part1 and
the secondary leg-frame 7 form the table-legs.

It is also important to note that both the |
brace-frame 5 and the slotted frame 10 are-
of the |

folded within and between the legs o
ladder and that when so folded the toothed

frame 5 is in use while the slotted frame 10is

not in use and that the length of the slot in

~ the latter frame limits its sliding movement
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to engage it with the cross-bar 9 of the sec-
ondary leg-frame. |

Looking at Fig, 3 it will be seen that the

cross-bar 9 of the secondary leg-frame has a

sharp edge to make engagement with the
notches 15 in the leg-frame of the ladder.
Obviously the slotted bucket-supporting

frame 10 may be engaged when in use with

one of the steps or other fixed stop part of the

 ladder part; but I prefer to make such en-

]
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cagement with the cross-bar 9 of the sec- |

677,714

on_dary_dleg*frame, becéllse such engagement
serves to hold the latter parallel with the lad-

der-bars when the ladder is set for use, asin

Fig. 2. | -

I claim— | - |

A step-ladder comprising the stepped part,
the leg-frame pivotally connected thereto and
the bars of which have notches, a brace-frame

having teeth and pivoted to the leg-frame, a
secondary leg-frame of side bars pivoted me-

diately of their length to the outer sides ot
the stepped part, the bars of said secondary
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leg-frame connected at their opposite ends by

cross-bars arranged to engage the outer and
the inner sides of the stepped part, the pri-
mary leg part having pivoted thereto a slotted
slidable frame arranged to be supported in
a horizontal position by the secondary frame
and the said toothed frame 5 and the noteched
leg-frame 3 arranged for engagement with
the inner cross-bar of the secondary leg-frame
in the way and for the purpose stated.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HIRAM CLAYTON STOUT.

Witnesses: =
MAME C. FORDING,
DAVID FORDING.
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