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1o all whom it may conceriv:

e it known that I, LOUISE DYER, a sub-
ject of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Brit-
ain and Ireland, residing at 17 Garway road,

5 Bayswater, in the county of Middlesex, Eng-
land, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Dress - Bodices, Corsets, and the
Like, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

10  T'his invention relates to improvements in
ladies’ dress- bodices, corsets, and the like;
and it consists in an improved way of fur-
nishing the foundation for the corset cut in
a particular way, with bones arranged in an

15 improved manner forthe purpose of impart-
ing to the garment the necessary stiffness to

afford the figure the requisite support.

in the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is
a perspective view of the front portion of a

2o foundation for a lady’s dress-Dbodice con-
structed according to my invention. Fig. 2
is a similar view of the back portion. TFig. 3
1s a diagrammatic view of the foundation,
lllustrating the shapes of the various pieces

25 emPployed 1n its construction and the method
of boning. Fig. 4 illustrates the various
piecesrequired for constructingonehalf front
and back, it being understood that the other
half front and back are constructed of corre-

3o spondingly - cut pieces. The dot-and-dash
lines in the several figures indicate the direc-
tion of the warp of the material.

In applying my invention, by way of exam-
ple, to a lady’s dress-bodice the material

35 forming the foundation is cut in ten pieces,
five 1n either half, each half being a counter-
part of the other. Commencing at the front,
the first or front piece A is cut straight—that
18 to say, parallel with the selvage. Insome

40 1nstances this piece may be formed by cutting
the lower portion A’ in a separate piece and
inserting the same in position in the major
portion of the said first piece. Theinterme-
diate piece B nextthe frontis cuton the cross

45 at the waist 6 and on the bias at the shoul-
der &’. The piece C under the arm is cuton
the straight or slightly on the bias. The

fourth intermediate piece D, or that next to
the back piece, is cut on the straight as re-
5o gards 1is general appedarance, a piece being
cut away, as shown at d, whereby when the

| joint is made good the part toward the waist

appears on the bias and the part toward the
shoulder on the straight. The back piece E

is cut on the cross. The fourth piece being 55
divided as shown enables the waist to be
taken in slightly, thus affording a slight de-
gree of spread over the hips. A hip-piece I
may, moreover, be provided with a view to
obtaining a more perfect setting of the ar- 6o
ticle at that part. The piece F is arranged
transversely to the lower edges of the pieces

I3 and C, the ends of the said hip-piece being
secured at 7 f to the lower parts of the pieces

A and D. | -

The bones are arranged as follows: Upon
the first and second pieces A and B are five
vertically-arranged bones, one at the junec-
tion of the two pieces and the two on either
side thereof, the outer bone of each of these %o
pairs inclining outward toward the top. Be-
tween the upper extremities of each of these
pairs arethree short bones, placed diagonally:.

In the drawings I have illustrated the fore-
most bone (or busk) A”* in dotted lines. Be- 75
tween that bone and the one A® are three
short diagonally-placed bones a’ a®a® A bone
A’ is placed between the bones A? and A4,
the latter being placed at the junction of the
pieces A and I3 of the foundation. The piece 86
b is furnished with one vertically-arranged
bone B’, between which and the bone A* are
placed the short diagonal bones5°5* b3, There
1s a vertically-arranged bone B* at the june-
tion of the piece I3 with the piece C, this bone 83
being disposed diagonally to the line of june-
tion. At or about the junction of the pieces
C and D and down the center of the piece C
are other vertically-arranged bones,(marked, -
respectively, C* and C'.) The center of the go
fourth piece D is provided with two vertical
bones D’ D arranged side by side. There
18 a vertically-arranged bone D* at or about
the junction of the fourth piece D with the
fifth piece K, and the center of the latter piece g5
is provided with two vertical bones E' E?, ar-
ranged side by side. There is also a vertical
bone E* at the center of the back, making,
with the thirteen on either main side thereof,
twenty-seven main bones, in addition to the 100
twelve short diagonal bones, six under each.
breast. |
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The above-described method of boning 1s
appropriate for normal figures; but for ab-

normal figures and for certain special styles.
of dress slight modifications may be made

without departing from the prineiple of my
invention.

Foundationsboned in the mannerdeseribed
may be covered with dress material to the
wearer’s fancy and afford a sufficiently per-

fect support to the figure to permit of corsets
| seam joining the two back pieces, & set of

being dispensed with.

Itiswell known that the waist measurement .
of alady’s dress-bodice isaboutaninch anda )
| ward the bottom, a set of short bones extend-

half longer than the waist measurement of

the corset, so that for a figure requiring a -
corset measuring twenty inches at the waist .
the dress-bodice must measure twenty-one
__ ‘A bodice constructed ac-
eording to my improved method would, how-
ever, measure the same as the corset, thereby °
réducing the waist measurement by one and .

| | piece, B, and other verticaliy-arranged bones

and a half inches.

a half inches.

In constructing the foundation it will be
seen that nopieces can be added and no pieces
can be dispensed with. Similarly the bones
cannot be altered, as the boning corresponds

wiith,the cut of the article.
I claim as my invention—

A foundation for a lady’s bodice, consist-

ing of two back pieces, E, joined together by

677,441

a vertical seam, two under-arm pieces, C, 1in-
termediate pieces, D, joined to the back

pieces and to the under-arm pieces and cut

to form the rear portions of the armholes,
two front pieces, A, shaped at their upper
ends to fit the bust, intermediate pieces, B,

| joined to the front pieces and to the under-

arm pieces, and cut to fit the bust, and to

form the front portions of the armholes, a

vertically-arranged bone extending alongthe

vertical bores arranged along the inner por-
tion of each side piece and converging to-

ing from the outer edge of each front piece
diagonally downward across the bust portion
of each front picce to the set of vertically-ar-
ranged bones at the inner edge thereotf, a set
of short bones extending from said set of
vertically-arranged bones diagonally upward
across the bust portion of each intermediate

interposed between the sets of bones at the
inner edges of the front pieces and the bone
at the seam which joins the back piece.

LOUISE DYER.

Witnesses:
PErRCY E. MATTOCKS,
EDMUND S. SNEWIN.
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