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Lo «ll whom it mais concern.:
- Beit known that we, CHARLES G. THROOP
and WALTER L. HENDRICKS, citizens of the

- United States, residing in Chicago, in the

county of Cook and State of Illinois, havein-
vented a new and useful Improvement in In-
dexes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |

T'his invention relates to the construction
of index-books such as are used ordinarily
by bookkeepers. Our endeavor in the in-
vention has been to provide a practical index
having the leaves indexed on both sides in
such manner that the entire index will be
visible to the user no matter where the book
i1s opened—that is to say, the book embodies
bothn a right-hand index and a left-hand in-
dex, and at the same time the index projec-
tions or tags overlap each other and do not
project beyond the covers.

The invention consists in .the novel fea-
tures hereinafter set forth, and particularly
pointed out in the claims. |

In the accompanying drawings we show at
Figure 1 a plan of the index opened. Fig. 2
1s & perspective showing it closed. Fig. 3 is
alransverse vertical section. Fig. 4isa front
edge view. Fig. 5shows one of theindexing-
tags in the flat prior to its attachment to the
leaf, and Fig. 6 is a detail section of the leaf
and tag. Xig. 7 is a partial plan of one of
the leaves.

In the drawings, A A’ represent the front
and back leaves of the cover,and B B are the
index-leaves bound therein. The leaves B
carry at their side edges projections C (', one
of which is shown detached at Fig. 5. These
projections are preferably formed of tough
paper or cloth doubled along the dotted line

and pasted to the leaves, the latter being |

preferably provided with an integral project-
ing portion b, extending in between the sides
of the doubled projections C C’. The index
characters are printed upon both halves of
the projections C C', so that one side thereof
may form part of the right-hand index and
the other side thereof form part of the left-
hand index, the index characters being at the
bottom 1n the right-hand surface and at the
top in the left-hand surface, so that the over-
lapping of the projections will not obscure

| which the printing oceurs in the prbjeetiong

!

attached to the several leaves embraced in
any .one alphabetical division of the boolk
vary from one another in the extent of their

projections from the side line of the sheef.
In other words, the lettered portionsof the

projectionsincludedin each letterarestepped
relatively and horizontally, so that the finger
may be placed on any one of the series pre-
paratory to opening the book at that point,
and this ispossible wherever the book is open
at the time. This stepping is obtained by
notching the lettered portions of the projec-
tions both at the top and bottom to different
widths, as plainly shown. 7The leaves of the
index are cut to a common line both above
and below the index projections.

With the tagsapplied as set forth, the user

 always has presented to his eye when the

book 1s opened the complete alphabet. If he
opensit at the letter *“* M,” as in the drawings,
all of the alphabet preceding that letter will

i be shown in the left-hand index, while all

following it will be shown in the right-hand
index. Ifthebookisopenedattheletter¢A,”

‘the entire right-hand index will be presented

to view, while if opened at the letter *“Z” the
entire left-hand index will be visible. The
user therefore is not obliged when the book
18 opened at one letter and he wishes to find
a name under another letter to throw the
whole index together, so as to enable him to

| bring the whole of the alphabet under his

eye, which he would ordinarily do with the
indexes heretofore used, but instead thereof

sions before him, either wholly in the right-
hand or wholly in the left-hand index, or
partly 1n both, he is able at once to place his
finger upon the leaf containing the name he
desires to look up. IHe thussaves both time
and labor, being enabled, no matter at what
point the book is opened at the time, to turn
directly and without loss of time to the page
desired.

1'he covers of the book are notched out, as
shown at K, ', G,and XI. These notches may
be, and we prefer that they should be, so lo-
cated that the user’s thumb or finger when
placed in the noteh will be at or near one end,
either top or bottom, of the indexes. Thus

the printing. The horizontal zones upon | the noteh E is located so that the finger will
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come in proximity to the letter ‘‘A” of the
richt-hand index, while the notch F islocated
opposite the lower end of that index. By the
notch & the user gains ready access to the
left-hand index at its bottom, and at the
noteh H he opens opposite the middle of the
left-hand index.
in giving direct access to the index In prox-

imity to the leaf desired, and they may be-

located as specified or at other points de-
sired. -

The leaves inside and next to the covers.
are both provided with stiffening-strips J, ap-
These strips are
| projections serving in the right-hand index

plied to their front edges.
intended to protect the tags, and they pret-
erably extend slightly beyond the latter and

far enough to be flush with the covers, as
They should be notched in

seen at Kig. ».
the same manner as the covers are notched.
We also apply to these stiffening-strips lon-

oitudinal tapering filling-strips K, which are

designed to fill the open spaces between the
edges of the covers and under and over the
tagsatthe front edge of the book.

or bending inward.

Thetags aresubstantially uniform inshape,
as will be understood from Fig. 1, except in

the width of the printed zones thereof and
in the matter of their height. In the pre-

ferred construction we cut the sheets B with
integral prejections b, shaped and sized to
correspond with the folded covers C C', as

that obviates the necessity of extending the
35 tag or its cover back onto the parts of the |

These notches are useful

They sup-
port the covers and prevent their breaking
| leaves being cuttoa common line both above

|
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sheets needed for writing. The projections

may, however, be made in any suitable man-

ner.
We claim— |
1. The right and left hand index-book hav-

ing a plurality of leaves for each principal

letter, and each leaf being provided with a
part projeeting from the side thereotf and
printed upon both faces so as to form dupli-
cate indexes, and the leaves being cut to a

| common side line both above and below the

index projections, the entire alphabet and 1ts
subdivisions being visible wherever the book
is opened, the printing upon the face of the

being at the bottom of the projections and
the printing upon the face serving in the left-
hand indexbeingatthetop of the projections,
and the printed portions of the projections
varying in width in horizontal directions,
substantially as specified.

2, Theright and left hand index-book hav-
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ing a plurality of leaves for each principal

letter, and each leaf provided with a side 1n-
dex projection printed upon both faces, the

and below the projections, and the projec-
tions being notched at top and bottom, sub-
stantially as specified.

CHARLES G. THROOP.
WALTER L. HENDRICKS.

Witnesses:
EDw. S. EVARTS,
MARTIN JOHNSRUD.
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