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To all whomv it may corcern:

e it known that I, JOSEPH MOULTON MER-
RILL, & citizen of the United States, residing

at East Orange, county of Essex, State of New

Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Match-Box Holders; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the artto
which1t appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in mateh-box holders; and the objects
and nature of my invention will be obvious
to those skilled in the art in view of the fol-
lowing description of the accompanying draw-
ings, Which illustrate as an example a con-
struction within the spirit and scope of my
invention.

My invention consigtsin certain novel fea-
tures in construction and in arrangements or
combinations of parts, as more fully and par-
ticularly pointed out and specified herein-
atter.

Retferring to the example shown in the ac-
eompanyinw drawings, Figurel is a perspec-
tive view of the ImpI‘OVGd match-box hoider
with a box of matches therein, the slide of the
match-box being partially pulled out. Fig.
2 18 a central longitudinal section of the_de-
vice shown in Fig. 1 withits contained mateh-
box. FKig. 318 a cross-sectional view thereof.

Kig. 4 1s a perspective view of the mateh-box

holder or case without the mateh-box. Fig.
5 18 a cross-sectional view through the case or
holder, as shown in Fig. 4, mthout the match-
box.

An object of my invention is to provide a
case or holder for match-boxes which will
preferably expose both igniting-surfaces of
the match-box and which will provide a prac-
tically closed chamber or receptacle for the

reception of the burned or used match stems :

or stubg and wherein the burned match-stems
can be released from the holder by the re-
moval of the match-boxtherefrom. Inother
words, the holder is intended to removably
receive an ordinary box of matches, such as
the safety-match boxes usually found on the
market, and permit projection of the box-
slide from either end of the box and holder
and permit access to both side igniting-sur-

faces of the mateh-box, and said holder has |

| its inclosing wall formed with a lateral en-

largement or offset forming a chamber, one
side of which is preferably closed by the
match-box within the holder, said offset por-

tion of the wall of the holder having a slot
icient size to permit passage of

therein of su
a burned match or match-stem, an object of
the invention being to provide such a holder
which will constitute an exceedingly orna-
mental and uasefal article—for instance, ca-
pable of being formed of precious metals,
such as gold or silver, susceptible of chas-
ing, embossing, or other ornamentation—and
which will form a praetically inclosed recep-
tacle for burned matchesand can be conven-
iently handled without dropping out or scat-
tering its contained burned matches.

In the drawings, ¢ isthe body or case of an
ordinary box for safety-matehes open at both
ends and having the igniting-surfaces o’ at
both side faces, and a® is the match-contain-
ing slide of said box, which can be projected
through either open end of the box-case.
These boxes of :safety-matches are usually
comparatively small in size for convenient
pocket or house use from the box, as the
matches can be only ignited by the 10*1111311] o-
surface on the boz_ or by some such pecuhar
surface.

The holder eonsmts of a shell formed to re-
movably receive the box-casing and practi-
cally inclose the same except at the ends and
igniting-surfaces. The holder comprises the
battom b the vertical parallel side walls &' ',

extendlnfr up therefrom, the top edges or
shoulders b? 0%, and the offset or recessed wall
b%, forming an upwardly bulged or projected -

portmn or dome above the mateh box, hav-
ing closed ends and a practically e.losed top
with the longitudinal narrow slit b%
holder forms a shell the parts of which can
be formed of sheet-metal rigidly brazed or
soldered together, so as to practically form
the shell rigid and integral throughout, al-

' though my invention is not so limited nor is

it limited to formation from stamped-out or
otherwise formed blanks of metal or other
material.

The box-receiving chamber of the holder'

is preferably located at the bottom portion
thereof and conforms to the exterior dimen-
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sions and shape of an ordinary safety match-
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box, and 18 preferably so formed that the
match-box can be forced thereinto from either
end of the holder and will retain its place
therein by friction with the interior faces of
the holder, so that the Lox-slide can be pro-
jected through either end of the holder with-
out projecting or disturbing the mateh-box
case. -

The bottom ﬂ001 or W.‘:’LH of the holderis flat
and of approximately the same dimensions
as the bottom of the mateh-box, and the same
remark is true as to'the side walls O’ with re-
spect to the sides of the match-box. I pref-
erably form elongated openings through both
side walls 0’ to allow free access at all times
to both igniting-surfaces of the match-box, as
one side igniting - smface of a safety-match
box is u%ually not of sufficient durability to

last until all the matches of a box are 1onited.

or exhausted. These igniting- smfdces wear

~off guite rapidly and bothsurfaces of a safety-
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mateh box are usually worn off or rendered
useless by the time all of the matches of the

box are ignited thereon.

The tOp ledges, shoulders, or ed”'es b* at
the top of the box- -recelving chmnber bear on
the top of the match-box and assistin holding
thesame down in place and against aceidental
movement from the holder. Theledgesb? pref-
erably do not extend completely across the
top of the mateh-box, but are separated, as
more clearly shown in Fig. 3, to leave the
top of the mateh-box exposed and forming
the floor or bottom of the top match- stem
chamber. This chamber is closed by the
ends b® b® and the wall 0%, extending up from
the ledges 6% b% The ends b3 and wall 0° ean
be of any desirable form or shape, and I do
not limit myself to the rounded or dome-
shaped top shown nor to the particular loca-
tion of the match-stem chamber above the

match-box chamber, as the relative locations
of the parts might be reversed or otherwise
changed or rearranged. The match - stem
chamber is prefer ably inclosed except for the
narrow top slit for the insertion of the burned
stems, so that the holdercan be handled while
removing and igniting the matches without
dropping or shaking out the burned stems.
The stem- chamber can be of a capacity to
about receive all of the burned stems from
one box of matches, and when the matches in
a box are exhausted the box is entirely re-

moved from the holder, and the burned stems |
- celve a match-box, substantmlly as set forth,

will thus be allowed to drop from the holder

- through the space between the top ledn'es be-

60

fore descubed

When a fresh box is placed in the holder,
the burned-stem chamber will thus be empty
and ready to receive the stems from the new
box.

I do not wish to limit my invention in all

instances to having the holder open or en- |

tirely open at both ends of the box-chamber
or with openings in both sides thereof norin
all cases to the opening between the top
ledges. -
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 sage of burned matche

opening Dbetween

677,249

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I clmm as new, and desire to secure bv
Letters Patent of the United States, 18—

1. A mateh-box holder, as an article of

manufactare, consisting of a shell having a
longitudinal exteriorly-closed burned-match

chamber, said shell having a narrow inlet-

opening ther ethrough for the individual pas-
whereby accidental
lepplU“‘ of the burned matches from the

70
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chamber is avoided during handling of the .

holder, and a longitudinal chamber for the
reception of a match-box beside said burned-
mateh chamber and having an open end and

80

a side opening through the shell, substan-

tially as described.

2. A match-box holder comprising the shell
having the open-end box-receiving chamber
and the burned-stem chamber, thesaid cham-
bers opening into each other so that the
match-box in said box-chamber closes the
said chambers, substan-
tially as described.

3. A match-box holder having the mateh-

box chamber provided with open ends, and
side openings, and the separated ledges, and
the burned-stem chamber having the longi-
tudinal slit, said separated ledges located be-
tween said chambers which open into each
other between the ledges, so that the match-
box in said box-chamber forms a wall of said
burned-stem chamber, substantially ¢
seribed.

as de-

Q0O
95

I00

4. A match-box holder, in combmdtmn with

a mateh-box therein hmm?‘ a slide, said
holder having an ¢pen interior with openings
at the ends of said box and a chamber hav-

1ing one side thereof closed by said box, said

holder having an opening info said chamber,
substantially as described.
5. In ecombination, aninclosing shell form-

105

ing a match-box-receiving chamber and a

burned-match chamber, said shell formed
sald last-named chamber, said burned-match
chamber being otherwise normally closed by

movable means, whereby said burned-match

chamber can be opened for theremoval of the-

I1IO

- with a small burned-match-inlet openinginto

115

burned matches therein, substantially as de-

scribed. |
6. As an article of manufacture, a match-

box holder consisting of a shell having alon--

gitudinal open-end match-box chamber with

openings at both sides, and adapted to re-

and & lonmtudmal burned-match ehambel
above said box-chamber,
narrow longitudinal sht therethrough mto
said burned match chamber, substantnlly as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH MOULTON MERRILL.

'Witnesses,
GEORGE D. MERRILL,
HeNRY P. BALDWIN.
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sald shell having a
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