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1o all whom it may concern:
Beit knownthatI, WiLriam L. ROSE, a citi-

zen of the United States,residing at New York,

in the county and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Stoppers for Bottles, Jars, &c.; and 1 do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of theinvention,such aswill
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had tothe accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Thisinvention relatesto stoppers for bottles
or jars, one object being to improve and sim-
plify the construction of these devices, and
thereby reduce the cost of their production.

A farther object is to produce a stopper
which may be used withoutrequiring any spe-
cial construction of the mouth of the bottle
or jar and which may be easily and quickly
applied to the botile or jar orremoved there-
from.

The invention will be fully described here-

inafter, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which— |

IMigure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a beer-bottle with my improved stopper
applied thereto., Xig. 2 is a vertical trans-
verse section, and Kig. 3 a similar view taken
at a right angle to Fig. 2. -

A indicates the bottle, around the neck of
which a band is secured, fo which band a
bail B is pivotally connected to swing over
the mouth of the bottle. Thecap orcover for
the mouth of the bottle consists of a flanged
disk C, of such size as to fit loosely over the
mouth of thebottle, and on the inside of this
disk is a lining, preferably of cork, (indicated
by C',) which engages the peripheral edge of
the mouth of the bottle, and when the cap 1s
secured in position, as will be hereinafter de-
seribed, the cork will form an air-tight seal

forthe bottleand prevent the contents thereof

from coming into contact with the cap. Prei-
erably one or more layers of fabric (indicated
by ¢?) will be interposed between the cork
and the cap. Asshown in the drawings, the

cap is made of metal; but it is to be under-

stood that, if preferred, it may be of glass or
other suitable material. In the central por-
tion of the flanged disk an upwardly-project-
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ing rib ¢ is formed, such rib extending cen-
trally across the disk for nearly its entire-

~width and being infegral with the cap. 55

D indicates a clamping -lever, which is
formed of asingle pieceof wire bent midwayits
length to form the looped portion ¢, which con-
stitutes a finger-hold. The parallel portions
of the wire are bentupwardlyatanangle tothe 66
finger-hold and then again downwardly to
form the loopsd’, in which the cross-bar of the
bail is received. The two end portions d? of
the wireand the portionsd®betweenthe finger-
hold and theloops d form what may be termed 65
‘““lJocking-arms,” and the ends of these arms
are adapted to engage the upper surface of
the disk and when the finger-hold 18 swung
down upon the cap to exert pressure upon the
disk to hold the cap upon the mouth of the 7o
bottle with sufficient tightness to insure an
air-tight joint. When the parts are in seal-
ing position, the rib ¢ will lie transversely be-
tween the locking-arms d* and d° and will
serve to preventthe lever from accidental dis- 75
placement, which might be caused by lateral
pressure upon the arms d? or d?.

In operation the cap is placed over the
mouth of the bottle and the lever and bail
swung over the mouth of the bottle to cause 30
the ends of the arms d® to engage the diskon
one side of the rib and at the base of the lat-
ter, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 3.
Pressure is then applied to the finger-hold,
which will cause the bail to swing to a verti- 835

“cal position and the finger-hold to engage the

disk on the other side of the rib, the latter
acting as a fulerum for the lever during such
movement. The bail will thus be put under
tension and will exert a downward pressure go
upon the lever and through the arms d? and

d? upon the cap and securely hold the latter

in sealing position upon the mouth of the
bottle or jar. Asthe pressureistransmitted
through the arms d? and d®lengthwise thereof, 93
such arms will not bend or yield and the
pressure upon the cap will be positive and
constant.

While I have illustrated my invention as
applied to a beer-bottle, it is not restricted to 1oo0
such use and may be equally well applied to
fruit-jars, &ec., by simply increasing the size
of the different parts. From the foregoing
deseription it is obvious that a stopper such
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as described and illustrated may be applied
to almost any bottle now in use and that no
special construction of the mouth of the bot-
tle is necessary to adapt it to receive my im-
proved stopper.

Without limiting myself to the precise de-
tailsof constr H(,UOH 11111,5‘[1 ated and deserlbed
I claim—

In a stopper for bottleb or similar vessels,
the combination of a bml pivoted upon Lhe
bottle to swing over the mouth thereof, a cap
to fit loosely over the mouth of the bottle, a
cork lining within the cap to engage the pe-
ripheral edge of the mouth, said cap having
an Integral raised rib on its upper surface

extending centrally across it for nearly itsen- .

]
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| tire width, and a clamping-lever pivoted to

the cross-bar of the bail, and havinga looped
finger-hold and locking-arms at substantially
a right angle to the finger-hold, the ends of
which arms engage the surface of the cap on
each side of the rib, and the rib on the cap

' lying transversely between the lockin o-arms,
when the parts are in locking position, as

and for the purposes set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM L. ROSE.

YWitnesses:
OLIVER DUNCAN, |
THOMAS A. COARKLEY.
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