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To all whowm tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH COUDON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Aiken,
in the county of Cecil and State of Maryland,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Devices for Decoying Ducks,
of which the following is a specification.

My inventionisan improvementin devices
for decoying ducks for shooting purposes;
and 1ts object is to provide a floating support
which is adjustable and capable of being
folded up into a comparatively small com-
pass for handling in transportation and on
which a desired number of decoy-ducks are
detachably and adjustably held.

The invention consists in certain construe-
tions, arrangements, and combinations of the
parts hereinafterfully deseribed and claimed.

RHeference is to be had to the accom pa,n} Jnn*
drawings, in which—

Figure 11s a perspective view of my device
n pmctical use, showing three deeoy-ducks
attached to the fioating support. Fig.2isan
inverted plan view of the said support in
folded condition, the decoy-ducks not being
shown. Fig. 3 is a detail view of one deeoy

duck, ﬂlustratmfr the manner of attaching i1t

to lts base- block and the floating suppmt
Fig. 4 1s a detail view taken on the line 4 4
of Fig. 2. Fig. 51s a rear view of one decoy-
duck on its block and the floating support.
Referring to the drawings, A designates a

~decov-duck support made of wood or other

buoyant material and comprising two rods ¢
@', connected together nearone end by a brace
b, which is formed in iwo sections ¢ ¢/, lap-
ping joint with each other and pivotally se-
cured together by means of a clamp-bolt d,
having a loop d' on the under side of the
bmce, to which loop one end of an anchor
chain or rope e is attached. The specific
manner of attaching the brace b to the said
rods a a' is best seen in Fig. 4, where the end
of one section ¢ of said brace is shown. Both
The said
end is split or slotted horizontally, as shown
at 7, and said slot is rounded out at its inner
end to receive the rod a. One side of the

sald brace-section is provided adjacent said

slot with a right-angular recess ¢, and the
rod is prowded with a lug A, which engages

F

cess to limit the movement of the rod about
its longitudinal axis to a quarter-turn. A

clamp-bolt 2 extends vertically through the.

slotted end of the brace-section on the out-
side of the said rod, whereby to bind the rod
securely and prevent its movement with re-
spect to the brace-section, and a loop 7' is
formed on said clamp-bolt on the under side
of the brace-section and is adapted for the
attachmentof anauxiliaryanchor- lope when-
ever desired.

On the rods a a’ are ad]ustably secured a
plural number of blocks B, in this instance
three, on each of which a decoy duck Cis de-
tacbablj held. I prefer to arrange the said

bloeks on the rods as shown in the accom-

panying drawings—that is, one block on one
of the rods just beyond the jointed brace b
and the other two blocks on the opposite free

1 ends of the rods, so that the decoy-ducks on

the rods will be groupedin a properly-spaced-

apart position when the rods are at oblique -
angles with respect toeach other, as shown in

Fw 1, the pivot-bolt d permltt,mﬁ' thlS adjust-
ment of the rods,. |
Each block B is provided with a longitudi-

nal openmf‘rj, by which 1t is fitted Wlth suffi--

cient frietion on the rod toenable it to remain

securelyatany pointontherod whereitisput,

and the blocks are so positioned on the rodsas
to extend vertically when the lugs iz of the rods

point vertically., Then when the rods are

given a quarter-turn, as before deseribed, the

blocks will be turned to a horizontal posi-
A tie-wire k£ is secured to one of the
blocks on the free ends of the rods and en-

tion.

gages a keeper k' on the transversely-oppo-

<s1te block, whereby to connect together the

free ends of the rods when the 1.:Ltter are in
parallel position with respect to each other,

which iIs the folded position of the su pport

as shown in Fig. 2.

- The manner of attaching a deeay-ducL to
its block B is best seen in Fws 3 and 5. The
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block is provided with a vertical longitudi-

nal slot /, which opens at the upper e edge and

across which is a pin m; and the decoy-duek |

C, which is preferably “formed out .of sheet;

meta,l has in its lower edge a forwardly and
edge

upwardly inclined slot n. - The lower

100 . -

_ of the decoy-duck is inserted in the slot / of
with the bottom and one side wall of said re- | the block, with the pin m entering theslotn.
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After the sheet-metal duck is in place it is

held from coming out by means of a turn-
button o on the block and which is turned to
engage into a recess p in the lower edge of
the decoy-duek

In practical use the broadside of the blocks
B, with the decoy-ducks C, stands vertical,
and the two sections of the jointed brace b
are moved into angular relation with each
other and clamped by the screw-bolt d, 80 as
to securely hold the two rods of the sunpmt
in the desired angular 1elat10n all as shown
in Fig. 1.

\Vhen not in practical use, the decoy—dueks

-are detached from their bloehs, the rods a a’

of the supportare broughtinto approximately
parallel relation, (see Fig. 2,) and the said rods
are then given a quattel-mrn so as to bring
the broad side of the blocks B intoa horlzon-
tal position.
ed with the keeper k', and the support 1s
ready for transportation.

While the acecompanying drawings show
three blocks B and sheet-metal decoy-ducks
C,1it is evident that any number may be used
and the two rods a «' of the floating support

lengthened accordingly.

Havmn' thus deseribed my mventmn what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A device for the purpose described, com-
prising rods; a jointed brace conneetmn' said

rods; and decoy-ducks supported on said rods, |

as set forth.

2. A buoyant ‘support for decoy-ducks,
comprising rods; a brace formed In Seetlons
pwoted together and connecting one end of

said rods; and decoy- duck-suppm ting blocks
on said rods. .

3. A buoyant support for decoy - ducks,
comprisinga brace formed in sections pivoted
together; rods connected to each section of
said brace and capable of having movement

 about their longitudinal axes; and decoy-
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duack-suppor tlncr blocks on said rods.
4. A device for the purpose desecribed, com-

prising rods; a brace formed 1n sectlons plv-

The tie-wire /o is then connect-

677,118

oted together and connecting said rods; and
decoy-ducks detachably suppmted on sald
rods, as set forth.

Lo

5. A device forthe purpose described, com- -

prising a jointed brace; rods conuected near

one end to said brace whe1 eby their opposite

ends may be adjusted from and toward each
other; a clamp- bolt on the brace for holding
said rods in adjusted position; blocks adj ast-
ably held on said rods; and deeoy-ducks de-
tachably held on said blocks.

6. A buoyant support for decoy - ducks,
comprising a brace formed in jointed sections;
two rods, each of which is secured to a differ-
ent braee-beetmn and capable of a limited
movement about its longitudinal axis; and
a clamp in each section for preventing the
said movement of the rods. |

7. A buoyant support for decoy - ducks,
comprising rods on which thedecoy-ducks are
adapted to be placed; a brace formed in
jointed sections and connecting said rods;
and a clamp-bolt for the said brace-sections

55

6o

70.

and provided with a loop to which an anchor-

rope may be attached.
8. A buoyant support for decoy - ducks
comprisinga brace formed in jointed sections;

a clamp-bolt for the said brace-sections and

provided with a loop for an anchor-rope; rods
connected to the ends of said brace-sections;
and clamps binding said rods to said brace-
sections and plowded w1th loops for auxil-
lary anchor-ropes.

9. In a device for the purpose described, a
block provided with & veltieal slot and a pin
extending across said slot; a decoy-duck hav-
ing its edtre inserted within smd slot and said
edﬂ‘e pr owded with a slot which receives said
pin; and a turn-button on the block engaging

said decoy-duck to prevent it from coming

out of the slot in the block.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in the presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPIH COUDON.
Witnesses:
CHARLES B. WIA\TN Jr.
CHARLES L. VIETSGH
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