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(No model.)

To all whorn Tt My concerso:

bBe it known that I, CHRISTOPHER HERMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
T'hompson,inthe countyof Missoula and State
of Montana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Mail-Bag Fasteners;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

This invention relates to new and usefual
improvements in mail-bag and other fasten-
ing devices; and it consists in the provision
of spring-actuated longitundinally - movable
bolts which are connected to hinged plates
which have at their meeting or hinged ends
registering recesses adapted when the bolts
are held in locking relation to fit over an eye
or staple through whleh the tongue and pad-
lock may be passed to hold the bolts locked.

The Invention will be hereinafter more
fully deseribed and then specifically defined
in the appended claims and is clearly illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, which,
with the letters of reference marked thereon,
form part of this application, and in which

drawings similar letters of reference indicate

like parts throughout the several views, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the upper or -
open _end of a bail-bag, showing my improved .

fastening device secured thereto. Fig.21sa
horizontal seetional view taken on line 2 2 of
Fig. 1, and HKig. 3 is a sectional view on line
3 9 of Fig. 1.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates the mail-
bag, provided with a handle B, and to the fiap
C’ of the bag is fastened a metallic strip C.
Parallel with said metallic strip is a second
bar of metal D, having staples or loops K ar-
ranged at intervals and adapted to register
with the aperfures in the flap and rim of the
bag when said flap is folded over in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1 of thedrawings. When
said flap is folded in a closed relation, the
eyes will be in line with one another and
adapted to receive the locking-bolts.

' metallic plate.

Mounted on the plate Care the eyes Gand

G'. Mounted in said eyes G and G' are the

longitudinally-movable bars I, each of which

has a shouldered portion at I, adapted to

| strike against the outer faces of the eyes or
| staples G’ to limit the inward movement of

said bolts. KEach bolt hasaeylindrical mem-
said bolt passing through an aperture in the
closed end of the cylindrical member. A
spring is mounted about the outer end of

each bolt I, one end of which spring bears

against the inner wall of the closed end of
the cylinder, while its otherend bears against
the inner face of the eye G.

ward or out of a locking relation with the
registering eyes at the ends of the metallic
bar C.

Pivoted to the inner ends of the Sh(llnﬂ"
bolts are the toggle-links H and H’', which are

55

- ber F?, openat one end and mounted thereon, 6o

The office of
this spring is to throw the locking-bolts in-

70

slotted at their ends and carry pwotal pins .

One of said toggle-links is recessed on its up-
per face to reeeive an identification-tag I, and

the adjacent ends of said links are hinged

together, and each is slotted, as at I*, said
slots being in registration and adapted to fit
over the central eye or staple J when said

| toggle-links are pushed down into horizontal

positions and in line with the locking-bolts.
Shoulders H3, Fig. 1, on one of said toggle—
links serve to limit the inner throw of the
outer ends of the links by said shoulders com-
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ing in contact with the edge of the second

lmk which is the position assumed by said
links when the locking-bolts have been with-
drawn from the eves or staples at the ends of
said metallic strip. Mounted on the pivotal
pin which connects the hinged ends of the
toggle-links is a bail L, which 1s utilized as
a handle for the purpose of pulling the two
hinged ends of the toggle-links away from the
After the toggle-links are
raised from over the eye or staple through
which the tongue or padlock is passed the two

 1inks will be thrown outward under the infiu-

ence of the springs on the sliding bolts.
From the foregeing it will be observed that
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when the toggle-linksare pusheddown against

the metallic strip C the bolts are thrown
through the registering eyes at the ends of

| the plate and the springs will be under ten-
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20 derneath the meeting ends of the links, the }

sion, said bolts being held in locking rela-
tion by the toggle-links buekling, in which
position the slots at the hinged ends of the
toggle-links will receive the eye or staple J.
In this position the tongue of a padlock may
be passed through said eye J and over the
hinged ends of the links.

What I claim 1s— o

1. A fastening device for mail-bags, com-
prising in combination with the bag having
the metallic plates, the registering staples or

eyes mounted thereon, the bolts mounted in

said registering eyes, the cylindrical members
having each an open end, one being mounted
on each bolt, a spring on each bolt, and bear-

ing between the inner end of said cylindrical
member and a staple J carried by one of said

plates, the toggle-links hinged to the ends of
said bolts and to each other, the staple un-

o 677,081

| hinged ends of said links being slotted and

adapted to receive said stapleJ, and through
which latter the tongue of a padlock 1s de-
signed to be passed, as set forth. |
2. In combination with the bag, the lapand
metallic staples secured thereto, the spring-
actuated bolts, shoulders on the latter, the
toggle-links hinged to said bolts and to each
other, shoulders H® on one of said links ad-
jacent to its inner hinged end and adapted to
contact with the other link to limit the inner
throw of the outer ends of said links, as set
forth. o * .
- In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature in presence of two witnesses.
CHRISTOPHER HERMAN.

Witnesses: _
GEORGE HERMAN,
J. FLORIN.
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